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          1  COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND BUILDINGS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Welcome to

          3  the meeting of the Committee on Housing and

          4  Buildings. Good morning.

          5                 I'm Madeline Provenzano, Chair of the

          6  Committee on Housing and Buildings. And here is

          7  Leroy.

          8                 On February 25th, this Committee

          9  heard testimony, extended testimony, on four items

         10  related to rent regulation, and today we will vote

         11  on those four items.

         12                 They are Intro. No. 367, a local law

         13  which amends the Administrative Code of the City of

         14  New York in relation to extending the rent

         15  stabilization laws.

         16                 Reso No. 690, a resolution

         17  determining that a public emergency requiring rent

         18  control in the City of New York continues to exist

         19  and will continue to exist after April 1st, 2003.

         20                 Proposed Reso No. 691-A. A resolution

         21  calling upon the New York State Legislature to

         22  repeal the Urstadt law and proposed Reso 692-A, a

         23  resolution calling upon the New York State Senate to

         24  pass and the Governor to approve A.2716-A in

         25  relation to extending State rent regulation and
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          2  eviction protection laws and repealing high rent

          3  vacancy decontrol.

          4                 Subject to rent regulation is of the

          5  utmost importance to many of the citizens of New

          6  York City, and I want to assure the public that I

          7  wholeheartedly expect that the Committee and the

          8  full Council will act to extend the protections

          9  afforded by rent control and rent stabilization.

         10                 In particular, the Committee

         11  recognizes the urgency required for the passage of

         12  Intro. No. 367 and Reso No. 690 which will extend

         13  the protections of rent stabilization and of rent

         14  control respectively, until April 1st, 2006.

         15                 It seems we have a new title for

         16  proposed Reso No. 691-A, I'll read it into the

         17  record.

         18                 It's a resolution calling upon the

         19  New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor

         20  to approve A.2071 in relation to the repeal of the

         21  Urstadt law.

         22                 Are we ready to vote? I would just

         23  like to make a comment. Lew Fidler, who is a member,

         24  Council Member Fidler, who is a member of the

         25  Committee, was unable to be here today, but I do
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          2  have correspondence in front of me that reflects his

          3  support for the four items on today's agenda, and

          4  had he been here, he would have voted aye on all.

          5  So, that of course could not be recorded as a vote,

          6  but it certainly expresses his intentions today.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: As a former

         11  tenant association president, it's my pleasure to

         12  vote aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

         15  And I just want to add, Madam Chair, that as the

         16  proud representative with the district with the most

         17  rent stabilized units in the City of New York, in

         18  terms of Council districts, the two resolutions that

         19  talked specifically about the Urstadt law and the

         20  one that talks about the need to, in my opinion, not

         21  continue the very troublesome vacancy decontrol law

         22  particularly, I'm particularly proud to vote for and

         23  we look forward to trying to work together on

         24  perhaps one of the City's worst problems, which is

         25  provision of affordable housing.
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          2                 I vote aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: As a proud

          5  representative of a district that probably has no

          6  rent stabilized housing, I'm still happy to support

          7  these resolutions and introductions. I think it's

          8  critical that we preserve our housing stock and

          9  affordable housing stock and give opportunities for

         10  tenants to maintain rent stabilized apartments, and

         11  also to make sure that we continue to create more

         12  affordable apartments and other housing stock for

         13  the City.

         14                 It's critical that we maintain our

         15  City and make it affordable for those of us that

         16  need to live in the City need to work in the City

         17  and cannot afford to commute because of the income

         18  levels that they do have.

         19                 So, I happily vote aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Most

         22  absolutely aye on all, and especially considering

         23  that the number one issue, besides the safety and

         24  security of all the residents of New York City is

         25  housing.

                                                            6

          1  COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND BUILDINGS

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

          8  temporarily excused to explain my vote, Madam Chair.

          9  I'm going to respectfully disagree with the rest of

         10  the members of this Committee and vote no on each of

         11  these items, and I have a fundamental difference of

         12  opinion as to the efficacy of these regulations. I

         13  think for the last six years they've been part of

         14  the problem and not the solution and I have some

         15  serious doubts as to the benefit of these

         16  regulations for low- and middle-income folks outside

         17  of Manhattan in the outer boroughs, and I will

         18  respectfully differ with my learned colleagues and

         19  vote no on each of them.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of seven in

         21  the affirmative, one in the negative and zero

         22  abstentions, all items are adopted. Council Members,

         23  please sign the Committee reports.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: We have two

         25  Committee members that are not here. We'll hold the
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          2  vote open for about half an hour. Obviously it has

          3  passed anyway. I thank all of my colleagues for

          4  being so punctual and for allowing us to get this

          5  done this morning.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Rivera.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Committee on

         10  Housing and Building vote is now eight in the

         11  affirmative, one in the negative and no abstentions.

         12                 MS. NASSER: This meeting is now

         13  adjourned.

         14                 (Hearing concluded at 11:50 a.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 11th day of March 2003.
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