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          2                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: We're dealing

          3  with two items today. The first -- the third item is

          4  going to be laid over for Thursday morning, and when

          5  we come and meet at the General Land Use meeting, we

          6  will meet on that item for five minutes before then.

          7                 So, the item what's in Council Member

          8  Reyna's district, she asked us to lay that over, and

          9  as a courtesy to her, LU No. 363 will be laid over

         10  til Thursday.

         11                 The two items we have is LU No. 394,

         12  Queens Community Board 11, 20055122 HKQ. Designation

         13  was Number 357 LP-2154 by the Landmarks Preservation

         14  Commission, pursuant to Section 3020 of the New York

         15  City Charter of the 35-34 Bell Boulevard, located on

         16  the northwest corner of Bell Boulevard and 36th

         17  Avenue, Block 6169, Lot 21.

         18                 Councilman Avella is the

         19  Councilperson there, and we're going to be hearing

         20  from him in a minute.

         21                 LU No. 395, Manhattan Community

         22  Board-3. 20055119 HKM, designation was number 357,

         23  LP-2157 by the Landmarks Preservation Commission,

         24  pursuant to Section 3020 of the New York City

         25  Charter, of the Hamilton-Holly House located at 4
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          2  St. Mark's Place, Block 463, Lot 11. And

          3  Councilwoman Lopez is the Council member there.

          4                 I'm going to ask Diane Jackier from

          5  the Landmarks Preservation Commission to come up,

          6  but since Councilman Perkins is Chairing a hearing

          7  at this time, we'd like to excuse him to vote, if

          8  he'd like to.

          9                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         10  Perkins, how do you vote?

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I vote aye on

         12  all. Thank you very much, Mr. Chair, for allowing me

         13  to vote.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Thank you for

         15  coming in.

         16                 It's okay, I don't mind. This

         17  Committee is the fun committee. Go ahead.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I apologize.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Don't apologize,

         20  for Heaven sakes.

         21                 MS. JACKIER: Good morning, Council

         22  members. My name is Diane Jackier, Director of

         23  Community and Government Affairs to the Landmarks

         24  Preservation Commission. I'm here to testify on the

         25  Commission's designation of 35-34 Bell Boulevard in
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          2  Queens as a New York City landmark.

          3                 On May 18th, 2004, the Landmarks

          4  Commission held a public hearing on the proposed

          5  designation. Two people spoke in favor of

          6  designation, including Council Member Tony Avella,

          7  and a representative of the Historic Districts

          8  Council.

          9                 When the hearing was continued a week

         10  later on May 25th, the owner and the Borough

         11  Historian of Queens spoke in support of designation.

         12  There were no speakers in opposition.

         13                 On October 19th, 2004, the Commission

         14  voted to designate 35-34 Bell Boulevard a New York

         15  City landmark.

         16                 The house is a rare example of a

         17  house built from Cobblestones in New York City.

         18                 Located on a commercial street on

         19  Bayside, construction of the two and a half story

         20  structure began in late 1905 and was completed in

         21  1906. The architect who has not been identified

         22  adopted various features associated with both the

         23  Colonial Revival style and the Arts and Crafts

         24  Movement.

         25                 Composed in a symmetrical manner, the
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          2  front and rear facades are divided by three arched

          3  bays, each crowned with a pedimented window. The

          4  walls consist of tan or gray stones that are not

          5  cut, shaped or sized.

          6                 The use of such rugged materials, set

          7  in concrete, is one of the building's most

          8  distinguishing characteristics.

          9                 Residential subdivisions which were

         10  closely tied to transit improvements, began to

         11  slowly replace farms in this area during the 1870s.

         12  Stone walls were frequently used to mark property

         13  boundaries and it is possible that cobblestones were

         14  chosen to evoke Bayside's agricultural past.

         15                 The land the house currently sits on

         16  was part of the Abraham Bell farm. To honor the

         17  former owners, the development was named Bellcourt

         18  and pairs of cobblestone pillars were erected along

         19  what is now Bell Boulevard.

         20                 Only the pair on the west side of the

         21  intersection at 36th Avenue survives and the north

         22  pillar is located within the landmark site.

         23                 Actually that was what the initial

         24  request for evaluation that came from Councilman

         25  Avella was for, the stone piers.
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          2                 Local law has it that Maude Adams, a

          3  highly regarded Broadway actress, resided here in

          4  the early 20th century, but no records have been

          5  found that substantiate this claim. The house was

          6  owned by Elizabeth Adams, of Yonkers, New York, from

          7  1905 to 1922.

          8                 In subsequent years, it was leased

          9  for commercial purposes and converted to apartments

         10  in the early 1930s, and it is currently used as a

         11  dentist's office.

         12                 The Commission urges you to affirm

         13  the designation.

         14                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: It is a

         15  dentist's office. In fact, the dentist has totally

         16  restored the inside, other than the part that he's

         17  using for his practice. And let me just, while I

         18  have the mic, thank the Landmarks Preservation

         19  Commissioner, because the Commissioner actually came

         20  out and we met the dentist and we sort of allayed

         21  his fears about landmarking status, and he actually

         22  came around and since then we've been able to move

         23  this thing ahead. It is a very unique building.

         24                 It is big cobblestones that comprise

         25  the entire house. I've never seen anything like it.
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          2  It was a wonderful thing, and I'm happy that we've

          3  all been able to work this thing out and move this

          4  ahead.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Does he live

          6  there?

          7                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: No, he actually

          8  doesn't live there, but the practice is there. I can

          9  tell you he spent an awful lot of money renovating,

         10  not only keeping and maintaining the outside of the

         11  building, but also the inside, and the inside isn't

         12  landmarked. So, he's done wonderful things for the

         13  community.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: I just want to

         15  introduce my colleagues. Councilwoman Annabel Palma,

         16  and Councilman Tony Avella, Councilman Leroy Comrie,

         17  and Councilman James Oddo, who are here, and

         18  appreciate very much for getting here early.

         19                 Does anyone else have any questions

         20  about this particular item?

         21                 Okay, then you can go on to the next.

         22                 MS. JACKIER: Okay, good morning

         23  again, Commissioners. I'm here to testify on the

         24  Commission's designation of the Hamilton-Holly House

         25  in Manhattan, as a New York City landmark.
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          2                 On May 18th, 2004, the Landmarks

          3  Commission held a public hearing on the proposed

          4  designation of the Hamilton-Holly House. Ten people

          5  spoke in favor of designation, including

          6  representatives of State Senator Thomas K. Duane,

          7  State Assemblymember Deborah J. Glick, City Council

          8  Member Margarita Lopez, Greenwich Village Society

          9  for Historic Preservation, the Historic Districts

         10  Council and the New York Landmarks Conservancy.

         11                 One of the building's owners appeared

         12  at the hearing but took no position with regard to

         13  designation.

         14                 The Commission also received a letter

         15  in support from the Municipal Arts Society.

         16                 On October 19th, 2004, the Commission

         17  voted to designate the Hamilton-Holly House a New

         18  York City landmark.

         19                 This large townhouse in the East

         20  Village neighborhood of Manhattan, was constructed

         21  in 1831 in the federal style, and is notable for its

         22  unusual 26 foot width and three and a half story

         23  height.

         24                 Flemish bond brickwork, and peaked

         25  roof and double segmental dormers also characterize
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          2  this building as a federal style house.

          3                 From 1833 to 1842 the house was

          4  occupied by Elizabeth Schuyler Hamilton, widow of

          5  the late Alexander Hamilton, the first U.S.

          6  Secretary of the Treasury, and her daughter Eliza

          7  Hamilton Holly.

          8                 The building has a significant

          9  colorful and theatrical history from 1955 to 1967,

         10  reflecting its location on St. Marks Place during

         11  the cultural ascendancy of the East Village.

         12                 Among other uses, it was the Tempo

         13  Playhouse, New Bowery, and Bridge Theater, noted

         14  venues for experimental theater, contemporary music

         15  and dance and early underground films. Despite the

         16  loss of some architectural details, the building is

         17  among the surviving and significantly intact large

         18  Manhattan town houses of the Federal style.

         19                 The Commission urges you to affirm

         20  the designation.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Do any of my

         22  colleagues have any questions?

         23                 Yes, Councilman Comrie.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes, what is

         25  the building being used for now?
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          2                 MS. JACKIER: As far as I know it is

          3  commercial on the ground floor and apartments above.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: We didn't get

          5  pictures on that one.

          6                 MS. JACKIER: It's on the cover of the

          7  designation report. I have a copy of it right here,

          8  if you want to see it.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: No, that's all

         10  right. After looking at the beautiful Bell Boulevard

         11  site, I wanted to look at this site, too.

         12                 And you say now it's being used as

         13  what exactly?

         14                 MS. JACKIER: Commercial on the ground

         15  floor and apartments above.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: And what is

         17  this made of, the facade?

         18                 MS. JACKIER: It's brick. It has been

         19  changed on the ground floor.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: And the owner

         21  still hasn't taken any position?

         22                 MS. JACKIER: The owner did not take a

         23  position, no.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Is the owner a

         25  resident of the City or out-of-state?
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          2                 MS. JACKIER: I don't know. I think

          3  New York City.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Is it owner

          5  occupied?

          6                 MS. JACKIER: No. No.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: All right.

          8  Thank you.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Does anyone else

         10  have any questions?

         11                 Okay, thank you very much. We'll vote

         12  on two items now.

         13                 I recommend a yes vote on both items.

         14                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Felder.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

         16                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         17  Comrie.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         19                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         20  Palma.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on both

         22  items.

         23                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         24  Oddo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.
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          2                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

          3  at five in the affirmative, none in the negative and

          4  no abstentions and referred to the full Land Use

          5  Committee.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Thank you.

          7                 This should reflect for the entire

          8  Council what committee meetings should be all about.

          9  They should start and finish quickly.

         10                 Do you agree? Excellent. Can we vote

         11  on that?

         12                 Meeting closed.

         13                 Okay, the meeting is reopened now.

         14                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         15  Barron.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         17                 Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.

         18                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

         19  at six in the affirmative, none in the negative and

         20  no abstentions, and is referred to the full Land Use

         21  Committee.

         22                 (Hearing concluded at 11:30 a.m.)
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