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Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign S4078/A193, in relation to providing money upon release for certain incarcerated individuals
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By Council Members Hudson, Nurse, the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams), Louis, Brewer, Farías, Hanif, Williams, Banks, Rivera and Gutiérrez
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Whereas, According to The Manpower Demonstration Research Corporation, annually, the United States witnesses the release of approximately 600,000 individuals from its State and Federal prisons, a transition fraught with numerous challenges; and 
Whereas, These individuals, termed returning citizens, encounter obstacles in reintegrating into society, ranging from securing stable housing to finding gainful employment; and
Whereas, According to the Vera Institute, New York State allocates billions of dollars towards maintaining its prison systems, as evident in the daily costs incurred, exceeding $225 per person ($82,000 annually) in local jails and $315 per person ($115,000 annually) in State prisons, as reported in 2019; and
Whereas, According to the New York State Senate, nearly half of returning New Yorkers struggle with housing instability upon release from jail or prison and over one-third encounter challenges in securing even part-time employment, impeding their economic self-sufficiency and reintegration prospects; and
Whereas, Additionally, approximately half of New Yorkers find themselves re-incarcerated within three years of their release, underscoring the urgent need for more comprehensive reentry support mechanisms and community-based services; and
Whereas, Current State law mandates released individuals receive only $40 from their commissary account, a bus ticket, and cheap clothing; and
Whereas, Released individuals are expected to use the $40 to find housing, feed themselves, meet with their Parole Officer (if applicable), secure employment, and comply with special conditions; and 
Whereas, S4078/A193 sponsored by New York State Senator Kevin Parker and New York State Assemblymember Edward Gibbs, respectively, aim to increase the amount of money provided to incarcerated individuals upon their release for essential needs such as food, clothes, housing, and transportation; and
Whereas, The Gate Money Program, as established by this state legislation provides up to $2,550 over six months to those released from state correctional facilities, with the first month's stipend given immediately upon release to cover essential needs like food, housing costs, court-related debts, and employment preparation; and
Whereas, Through the Gate Money Program, funds will no longer be deducted from the individual's commissary account; and
Whereas, It is imperative to reevaluate current reentry practices and invest in holistic approaches that address the root causes of recidivism while fostering opportunities for successful reintegration and rehabilitation; now, therefore, be it 
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign S4078/A193, in relation to providing money upon release for certain incarcerated individuals.
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