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I. INTRODUCTION
On Monday, July 14, 2025, the Committee on Children & Youth, chaired by Council Member Althea Stevens, will consider the following legislation:
· Proposed Introduction Number (Int. No.) 1077-A, sponsored by Council Member Joseph, in relation to the provision of luggage to youth in foster care; 
· Proposed Int. No. 1245-A, sponsored by The Speaker (Council Member Adams), in relation to additional information collected and reported about foster care youth; 
· Proposed Int. No. 1246-A, sponsored by The Speaker (Council Member Adams), in relation to establishing a program to support youth in foster care and youth who have exited foster care; and 
· Proposed Int. No. 1259-A, sponsored by Council Member Lee, in relation to requiring basic training in behavioral support strategies for certain staff at juvenile detention facilities.
The Committee originally heard the legislation at a hearing on June 17, 2025, at which the Committee received testimony from representatives from the New York City (NYC) Administration for Children’s Services (ACS) and youth services providers.
II. LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS 

Proposed Int. No. 1077-A 
This bill would require ACS to provide luggage to youth entering the foster care system, transitioning between foster homes, or exiting the foster care system. The bill would also require ACS to report on their efforts to provide luggage to youth in foster care, any barriers encountered in providing luggage to such youth, and additional efforts to be taken in the upcoming year to overcome those barriers.
Since being heard, this bill received technical edits. The bill originally required a report on the demographic information of the youth who received luggage. This reporting requirement was changed to reflect ACS’s efforts to provide luggage to youth in foster care, any barriers to providing luggage to youth in foster care, and additional efforts to be taken in the upcoming year to overcome those barriers.   

Proposed Int. No. 1245-A 
Local Law 145 of 2016 requires ACS to collect information on youth in foster care and youth that have recently aged out of foster care. The report includes total population in foster care, information related to housing, discharge, and more. This bill would amend that report to require the data to be disaggregated by age. This bill would also require information to be collected on the council district of each supportive housing building to which foster youth are placed in. 
Since being heard, this bill received technical edits. No significant substantive edits were made. 
Proposed Int. No. 1246-A 
	Fair Futures is a program in which ACS partners with non-profit organizations to provide 1:1 coaching and tutoring and a range of academic, career development, housing, and independent living support to young people in foster care and youth who have exited foster care. This bill would codify the Fair Futures program, and would require the program to include long term coaching, academic support, career development guidance, mental health resources, and housing assistance. 
	Since being heard, this bill received technical edits. The bill’s language was edited to clarify that youth will be offered age-dependent services as applicable. 
Proposed Int. No. 1259-A 
	This bill would require that all direct service staff employed at juvenile detention facilities who are not professionally certified or licensed in mental health, behavioral analysis, medicine, or a similar field, to complete foundational training in behavioral support strategies. Such strategies include de-escalation and crisis prevention techniques, guidance on incorporating trauma-informed and culturally competent practices when addressing challenging behaviors, as well as basic principles for encouraging positive behaviors and learning. The bill would also require the commissioner of ACS to make the trainings, informational materials, and guidance available to providers who work directly with youth involved in the juvenile justice system.
	Since being heard, this bill received technical edits. The bill’s language was edited to clarify that the training materials will be made available upon request electronically to providers working with youth involved in a juvenile justice facility.

Proposed Int. No. 1077-A

By Council Members Joseph, Brewer, Ossé, Riley, Cabán, Schulman, Brannan, Stevens, Nurse, Sanchez, Banks, Hanif, Narcisse, Louis, Brooks-Powers, Rivera, Hudson, Hanks, Ayala, Lee and the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams)

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the provision of luggage to youth in foster care 
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 9 of title 21 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 21-928 to read as follows:
§ 21-928 Luggage for youth in foster care. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Luggage. The term “luggage” means a suitcase, duffel bag, backpack, or similar reusable container that is designed to hold an individual’s personal belongings and is not a disposable bag or trash bag.
Youth in foster care. The term “youth in foster care” means a person who was placed in an out-of-home placement with ACS after the filing of a petition in family court pursuant to article 3, 7, 10, 10-a, 10-b, or 10-c of the family court act or section 358-a or 384-b of the social services law.
b. ACS shall provide luggage to youth in foster care who are: (1) entering foster care; (2) moving from one foster care placement to another; or (3) exiting foster care, provided that such youth may decline to accept such luggage. Provision of disposable containers, while permissible if requested, does not constitute the provision of luggage. 
c. No later than January 31 of each year, ACS shall submit a report to the mayor and the speaker of the council regarding its provision of luggage to youth in foster care during the preceding calendar year. Such report shall include, but need not be limited to, the following information: ACS’s efforts to provide luggage to youth in foster care; any barriers encountered in providing luggage to such youth; and any additional efforts to be taken in the upcoming year to overcome such barriers. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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Proposed Int. No. 1245-A
 
By The Speaker (Council Member Adams) and Council Members Farías, Hanks, Louis, Riley, Restler, Gutiérrez, Banks, Cabán, Brannan and Lee
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to additional information collected and reported about foster care youth
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. The opening paragraph of subdivision b and paragraph 3 of subdivision b of section 21-902.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 145 for the year 2016, are amended to read as follows:
b. Annual reports regarding youth and foster care. Beginning no later than [February 28, 2015] April 30, 2026 for the calendar year [2014] 2025 and [every year] annually thereafter, ACS shall furnish to the speaker of the council [,] and the public advocate, and post on [ACS] ACS's website, a report regarding youth in foster care. Such report shall include the following information, disaggregated where available and indicated with an explanation where not available, by age range, gender, race, and ethnicity:
3. Youth who left foster care who were discharged to APPLA. The following information regarding youth who aged out of foster care[,] shall be included in the annual report:
i. number and percentage of youth who were on trial discharge status;
ii. number and percentage of youth who received housing assistance, broken down by the type of assistance as follows:
(a) NYCHA public housing;
(b) section 8 voucher;
(c) supportive housing, disaggregated by council district;
(d) adult residential care;
(e) ACS housing subsidy;
(f) any other type of housing assistance, whether private, federal, state, or city-subsidized or operated, including information specifying the specific subsidies or resources utilized; provided, however, that the information required by this subparagraph shall be included in such report only upon required New York state approval of the necessary changes to the discharge checklist, beginning with the report for the second calendar year following such approval;
iii. number and percentage of young people who left foster care to alternative safe and stable housing, including, but not limited to, an apartment or other place of residence shared with friends or family members, or remained in the home of their foster families; provided, however, that this information shall be included in such report only upon required New York state approval of the necessary changes to the discharge checklist, beginning with the report for the second calendar year following such approval;
iv. number and percentage of youth who completed high school, disaggregated by the type of diploma or credential certification received;
v. number and percentage of youth who passed the TASC high school equivalency test;
vi. number and percentage of youth who obtained an education and training voucher;
vii. number and percentage of youth who are enrolled in college;
viii. number and percentage of youth who were enrolled in a vocational/trade program at the time of discharge;
ix. number and percentage of youth who obtained a college diploma, disaggregated by the type of diploma received; provided, however, that this information shall be included in such report only upon required New York state approval of the necessary changes to the discharge checklist, beginning with the report for the second calendar year following such approval;
x. number and percentage of youth who have a verifiable source of income;
xi. number and percentage of youth who obtained SIJS;
xii. number and percentage of youth who obtained lawful permanent resident status;
xiii. number and percentage of young people who were parents at the time of their discharge from foster care;
xiv. number and percentage of youth who had a permanent connection to a caring adult at the time of their discharge from foster care; and
xv. number and percentage of youth who were discharged as absent without leave at the time of their discharge from foster care.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Proposed Int. No. 1246-A
 
By The Speaker (Council Member Adams) and Council Members Stevens, Farías, Louis, Hanks, Riley, Restler, Gutiérrez, Banks, Cabán, Brannan, Lee, Brewer and the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams)
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to establishing a program to support youth in foster care and youth who have exited foster care
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Chapter 9 of title 21 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 21-926 to read as follows:
§ 21-926 Fair futures program for youth in foster care and youth who have exited foster care. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Housing assistance. The term "housing assistance" means any form of help designed to assist youth with finding and maintaining a place of residence, including, but not limited to, ACS housing subsidy, rental assistance received from any other city agency, supportive housing, or any other assistance sufficient to obtain adequate housing, including exception to policy.
Youth in foster care. The term "youth in foster care" means a person who was placed in an out-of-home placement with ACS after the filing of a petition in family court pursuant to article 3, 7, 10, 10-a, 10-b, or 10-c of the family court act or section 358-a or 384-b of the social services law.
b. ACS shall partner with foster care agencies to operate a program to improve outcomes for youth in foster care, including individuals who were formerly in foster care and have exited foster care. Such program shall include, but not be limited to, the following types of services for such individuals: long term coaching, academic support, career development guidance, and referrals to mental health services and housing assistance. Such program shall offer age-dependent services to every such individual beginning at age 11 and extending up to 26, as applicable based on the type of service, provided that an individual may opt out of such program at any time.
c. At least quarterly, ACS shall consult with youth in foster care, including individuals who were formerly in foster care and have exited foster care regarding the services offered through the program established pursuant to subdivision b of this section.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Proposed Int. No. 1259-A
 
By Council Members Lee, Louis, Restler, Gutiérrez, Banks, Brannan, Schulman, Brewer and the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams)
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring basic training in behavioral support strategies for certain staff at juvenile detention facilities
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Chapter 9 of title 21 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 21-927 to read as follows:
§ 21-927 Behavioral support training for direct service staff. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Behavioral support strategies. The term “behavioral support strategies” means evidence-based methods or techniques aimed at understanding, reinforcing, or redirecting behavior in a positive and non-punitive manner.
Direct service staff. The term “direct service staff” means any individual employed at a juvenile justice facility who has regular, direct contact with youth, but who does not hold a professional license or certification in mental health, behavior analysis, medicine, or a similar field.
Juvenile justice facility. The term “juvenile justice facility” means a detention facility or placement facility as defined in section 21-901.
b. Mandatory training. 1. No later than 1 year after the effective date of the local law that added this section, the commissioner shall require direct service staff to complete a foundational training in behavioral support strategies. Such training shall include, but need not be limited to:
(a) Basic principles of behavior and learning;
(b) Techniques for encouraging positive behaviors, including the use of positive reinforcement;
(c) Methods for de-escalation and crisis prevention that rely on non-punitive approaches; and
(d) Guidance on incorporating trauma-informed and culturally competent practices when addressing challenging behaviors.
2. The commissioner shall determine the minimum hours required and the acceptable format of such training, which may include in-person sessions, online modules, or a combination thereof. The commissioner may also require periodic refresher trainings to ensure continued competency.
3. Each direct service staff member employed as of the date on which the commissioner establishes the training required by paragraph 1 of this subdivision shall complete such training within 1 year of the establishment of such training. Any individual who is hired as direct service staff after the date on which the commissioner establishes such training shall complete such training no later than 1 year after the individual’s date of employment as direct service staff.
c. Nothing in this section shall be construed to authorize direct service staff to engage in any activities that require a license or certification under title VIII of the education law. Such staff shall be limited to performing only those behavioral support functions permissible for non-licensed persons pursuant to section 8807 of the education law and any other applicable provisions of law.
d. The commissioner shall ensure that training and informational materials and guidance regarding behavioral support strategies are available electronically to providers working with youth involved in a juvenile justice facility upon request.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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