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Introduction

On June 20, 2017 the Committee on Environmental Protection, chaired by Council Member Costa Constantinides, will hold a vote on Proposed Int. No. 1503-B, a Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to exemptions from air conditioning prohibitions.  
The Committee previously held a hearing on this bill April 24, 2017.  More information about this bill is available with the materials for that hearing, which can be accessed at https://goo.gl/Qiz1w7 .
Additionally, the Committee will hold a vote on Presconsidered Reso. No. ____, a Resolution pursuant to the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act setting forth findings of the Council concerning the environmental review conducted for Proposed Int. No. 1503-B.

Summary of Proposed Int. No. 1503-B
 
In 2008, the City passed a law prohibiting commercial buildings from running their air conditioners while propping open their doors, but included an exemption for restaurant doors. In 2015, the City amended that law to expand the prohibition to open windows, but failed to include an exemption for restaurant windows. 

Proposed Int. No. 1503-B expands the exemption for restaurant doors to restaurant windows.  

This bill would take effect immediately.
Summary of Preconsidered Reso. No. _____
Proposed Int. No. 1503-B is considered an “action” subject to the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and City Environmental Quality Review Procedure (CEQR), which require an assessment of the environmental impacts of taking such action.  Pursuant to SEQRA and CEQR, the Council has performed an environmental assessment and determined that a Negative Declaration should be issued.  Preconsidered Res. No. ___ is the mechanism by which the Council adopts this Negative Declaration. 


Proposed Int. No. 1503-B
 
By Council Members Constantinides, Gentile, Rosenthal, Johnson, Lancman and Espinal
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to exemptions from air conditioning prohibitions
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. The definitions of the terms “door” and “window” as set forth in subdivision a of section 20-910 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 92 for the year 2015, are amended to read as follows:
Door. The term "door" means any door used to close off any exterior entrance to a commercial building or structure and that when open allows for the co-mingling of indoor and outdoor air, but shall not include doors that (i) adjoin indoor seating areas where food or beverages are served and link such areas to [outdoor space, or outdoor seating areas,] the outside or (ii) allow for direct [table] service of food or beverages to outdoor [seating areas] space during times when servers are actively engaged in serving such [areas] space.
Window. The term "window" means any window used to close off any exterior opening to a commercial building or structure and that when open allows for the co-mingling of indoor and outdoor air, but shall not include windows [that] (i) in restaurants that adjoin indoor seating areas where food or beverages are served and link such areas to the outside or (ii) that allow for direct service of food or beverages to outdoor space during times when servers are actively engaged in serving [customers present in] such space.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Preconsidered Res. No. ____
 
Resolution pursuant to the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act setting forth findings of the Council concerning the environmental review conducted for Proposed Int. No. 1503-B
 
By Council Members Constantinides
Whereas, The enactment of Proposed Int. No. 1503-B is an "action" as defined in section 617.2(b) of Title 6 of the Official Compilation of the Codes, Rules and Regulations of the State of New York (NYCRR); and
Whereas, An Environmental Assessment Statement for this bill was prepared on behalf of the Council, which assumed the role of sole lead agency pursuant to Executive Order 91 of 1977, as amended, and the Rules of Procedure for City Environmental Quality Review found at Title 62, Chapter 5 of the Rules of the City of New York and the 6 NYCRR, Part 617, State Environmental Quality Review Act; and

Whereas, The Council, as sole lead agency, has considered the relevant environmental issues as documented in such Environmental Assessment Statement attendant to such enactment and in making its findings and determinations under the Rules of Procedure for City Environmental Quality Review and the State Environmental Quality Review Act, the Council has relied on such Environmental Assessment Statement; and

Whereas, After such consideration and examination, the Council has determined that a Negative Declaration should be issued; and

Whereas, The Council has examined, considered and endorsed the Negative Declaration that was prepared; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York, having considered such Negative Declaration, hereby finds that:
(1)       the requirements of The State Environmental Quality Review Act, Part 617 of Title 6 of the Official Compilation of the Codes, Rules and Regulations of the State of New York, and the Rules of Procedure for City Environmental Quality Review have been met; and

(2)     as documented in the annexed Environmental Assessment Statement, the proposed action is one which will not result in any significant adverse environmental impacts; and

(3)      the annexed Negative Declaration constitutes the written statement of facts and conclusions that form the basis of this determination.
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