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	THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
FINANCE DIVISION
NATHAN TOTH, DIRECTOR
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

INT. NO: 853

COMMITTEE: Committee on Education


	TITLE: A Local Law in relation to requiring a study on how language access needs, income, and geographic location affect access to special education programs and services 
	SPONSOR(S): Council Members Zhuang, Morano, Banks, Brooks-Powers, Dinowitz, Wong, Epstein, Ung, Louis, Gutiérrez, Cabán, Maloney and Schulman





SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION: Int. No. 853 would require the Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities, in consultation with the Department of Education and relevant community-based organizations as determined by the office, to study how language access needs, income, and geographic location affect students’ access to special education programs and services. The study must evaluate whether students with language access needs, low-income students, and students in geographically underserved areas of the city face unique challenges accessing special education programs. The study must also analyze the availability, capacity, and geographic distribution of special education programs and related services and make recommendations on how to address any identified disparities. A public report with findings and recommendations to improve equitable access must be issued within 6 months.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Immediately

CITY COUNCIL ESTIMATE:

	

	Effective FY27
	FY Succeeding Effective FY28
	Full Fiscal Impact FY27

	Revenues (+)
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Expenditures (-)
	$75,000
	$0
	$75,000

	Net
	($75,000)
	$0
	($75,000)



FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH PROPOSED LOCAL LAW WOULD FIRST BECOME EFFECTIVE: 2027

FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH FULL FISCAL IMPACT ANTICIPATED: 2027

IMPACT ON REVENUES: It is estimated that there would be no impact on the City’s revenues resulting from the enactment of this legislation.

IMPACT ON EXPENDITURES: It is estimated that there would be an impact on expenditures resulting from the enactment of this legislation. The Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities would need to hire an outside contractor to develop, conduct and analyze a study on language access needs and its connection to special education programs. This would result in a one-time Other Than Personal Services cost of $75,000.

SOURCE OF FUNDS TO COVER ESTIMATED COSTS: General Fund

SOURCE(S) OF INFORMATION:	New York City Council Finance Division 
												
ESTIMATE PREPARED BY:  	 	Grace Amato, Senior Financial Analyst
Andrew Lane-Lawless, Principal Financial Analyst
					
ESTIMATE REVIEWED BY:		Kaitlyn O’Hagan, Assistant Director
            Chima Obichere, Deputy Director	
	Jonathan Rosenberg, Managing Deputy Director
	Nicholas Connell, Chief Counsel
	
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ESTIMATE: The Office of Management and Budget did not provide an estimate.
	


LEGISLATIVE HISTORY: https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7984719&GUID=CD000D2B-AC1B-4AD3-9A8F-14265EE9BD7A&Options=&Search= 
DATE PREPARED: June 23, 2026 
HEARING DATE: June 24, 2026
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