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          2                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Members of the

          3  Committee, welcome to this meeting on the Council's

          4  Committee on Contracts. My name is Robert Jackson,

          5  Chair of the Committee.

          6                 This morning we will be considering

          7  the Mayor's veto of Intro. No. 156-A, a bill that

          8  would require the City to seek, procure, Energy Star

          9  and Energy Efficient products when it purchases

         10  energy-using products.

         11                 Our first hearing regarding this bill

         12  was on July 9th, and we heard testimony from the

         13  federal and State Government, as well as from

         14  advocates generally in favor of the bill.

         15                 While the Administration told us that

         16  it supported the policy underlying the bill, it

         17  raised several issues at that hearing that we took

         18  seriously and we modified the bill to address the

         19  Administration's concerns.

         20                 Specifically, rather than requiring

         21  that the Administration purchase energy-efficient

         22  products in every case, the bill was amended so that

         23  energy efficiency would be required if, and only if,

         24  there are at least six manufacturers and six

         25  responsible vendors of such products.

                                                            3

          1  COMMITTEE ON CONTRACTS

          2                 In the event that those conditions

          3  are not met, the Administration is required only to

          4  seek the most energy-efficient products for the best

          5  price.

          6                 By including the requirement that

          7  there be at least six manufacturers and responsible

          8  vendors, we ensure that there will be sufficient

          9  competition, and subsequently the lowest price for

         10  our purchases, while taking advantage of the

         11  long-term cost savings, associated with energy

         12  efficiency.

         13                 Despite these changes that we made,

         14  the Mayor vetoed the bill centrally due to its

         15  mandatory nature.

         16                 At the core of this bill is the City

         17  Council's goal that the City be more

         18  energy-efficient. Leaving the bill and the Council's

         19  policy to be implemented at the discretion of City

         20  agencies is an invitation for noncompliance.

         21                 Further, as I will discuss in a

         22  moment this bill's mandatory requirements are no

         23  different than those that the Governor, through

         24  executive order, recently imposed on all state

         25  agencies.

                                                            4

          1  COMMITTEE ON CONTRACTS

          2                 According to the research we have

          3  done and the testimony we have heard on this matter,

          4  Energy Star and the other energy efficiency measures

          5  required under this bill, will save us, New York

          6  City, money.

          7                 It will also help relieve pressure on

          8  the environment, help us maintain a consistent flow

          9  of energy, and help decrease our reliance on

         10  important energy.

         11                 As I've said many times before, now

         12  more so than ever, with dwindling resources and

         13  money, it is vital that New York City use energy

         14  more efficiently.

         15                 The potential benefits associated

         16  with this legislation are enormous and easily

         17  achievable. In fact, as I stated a moment ago, on

         18  June 10th, 2001, Governor Pataki issued an executive

         19  order requiring that state agencies and other

         20  affected entities shall select Energy Star, energy

         21  efficient products, when acquiring new energy-using

         22  products, or replacing existing equipment.

         23                 Executive Order No. 111, Section 3,

         24  June 10th, 2001. Given the cost savings alone, it

         25  would be fiscally irresponsible for the City of New
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          2  York not to do the same, especially in the current

          3  financial climate.

          4                 The proper implementation of Intro.

          5  No. 156-A could result in significant savings for

          6  the City of New York.

          7                 With such reductions in energy

          8  expenditures, the City could funnel the savings into

          9  other much-needed services that are currently being

         10  considered cuts due to the current budget crisis.

         11                 The City of New York could take

         12  advantage of all of these benefits without

         13  sacrificing quality or performance.

         14                 Once again, while this bill is not a

         15  panacea, it will make a great tool for our arsenal

         16  in addressing the current and future energy-related

         17  challenges.

         18                 I would like to take this opportunity

         19  once again to commend the Speaker of the City of New

         20  York, our leader Gifford Miller, for introducing

         21  this important bill, and I am proud with the vote we

         22  will take today to be a part of its passage into

         23  law.

         24                 If there are no other comments right

         25  at this moment, we have two votes to conduct today.
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          2                 First, we must vote on whether to

          3  file the Mayor's veto message, which is included in

          4  the packet that you have in front of you.

          5                 The decision to file the message is a

          6  procedural one that has no impact on the decision to

          7  override the veto. It is merely a procedural

          8  prerequisite to an override vote.

          9                 A yes vote is a vote in favor of

         10  filing the message, which as I explained, must be

         11  done in order to vote on an override of the veto.

         12                 So, I urge my colleagues here today

         13  to vote yes on this question.

         14                 One the question of filing the M

         15  Number 328 of 2002, the Mayor's veto message

         16  regarding Intro. 156-A; will the clerk, if there's

         17  no questions, please call the roll on the question

         18  of filing the message.

         19                 Any questions from colleagues on

         20  filing the message?

         21                 Hearing none, would you please call

         22  the vote?

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: As of now the vote

         12  stands at five in the affirmative.

         13                 Council Member Yassky.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of six in

         16  the affirmative, zero negative and no abstentions, M

         17  328 is filed.

         18                 And I request that the vote remain

         19  open on this particular item.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay, now, the

         21  second vote is on the question of override. The

         22  question we will vote on is whether to pass Intro.

         23  No. 156-A, notwithstanding the Mayor's veto. A yes

         24  vote is a vote in favor of the override, once again,

         25  based on everything that I've said, based on our
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          2  participation in the hearing, hearing all of the

          3  testimony of the advocates in favor of it, the

          4  Mayor's representatives and all things considered, I

          5  ask a yes vote is a vote in favor of the override.

          6                 Once again, I urge my colleagues to

          7  vote yes on this question.

          8                 On the question on whether to pass

          9  Intro. No. 156-A, notwithstanding the Mayor's veto,

         10  does anyone have any questions on this before we ask

         11  the clerk to call the vote?

         12                 Hearing none, would you please call

         13  the vote on this question?

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Absolutely yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Adabbo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Mr. Chairman,

         20  may I briefly explain my vote?

         21                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: You may.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: As a sponsor

         23  of this proposed legislation, I believe that the

         24  cost-efficient purchasing of products is the prudent

         25  cost of action to do in this time of fiscal need.
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          2                 I commend the great work, incredible

          3  work of the Chair and the rest of my colleagues in

          4  this Committee and of the City Council, and I vote

          5  yes.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of six in

         14  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         15  abstentions, the item is readopted.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: And I ask that

         17  you keep the vote open for our colleague that is on

         18  his way over.

         19                 At this point in time, if there is

         20  not other questions, I'll recess this Committee.

         21                 (Hearing recessed at 11:31 a.m.)

         22                 (Council Member Liu voted in the

         23  affirmative on both items. The vote is now seven in

         24  the affirmative, zero negative, no abstentions.)

         25
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