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	The Council of the City of New York

Finance Division

Michael Keogh, Director

Fiscal Impact Statement
Proposed Intro. No: 597-A
Committee:    Finance


	Title:  A Local Law to amend the charter of the city of New York, in relation to tax appeals and the creation of an office of administrative tax appeals composed of the tax commission and the tax appeals tribunal; and to repeal a provision of the charter of the city of New York relating to the tax appeals tribunal.
	Sponsors:
Council Member Weprin, Gentile, Nelson, Seabrook and Stewart (by request of the Mayor)



	Summary of Legislation:  Section 1 of this bill would add a new section 150 to the New York City Charter creating an Office of Administrative Tax Appeals (“OATA”), comprised of the Tax Commission (the “Commission”) and the Tax Appeals Tribunal (the “Tribunal”). The purpose of OATA would be to provide staff and administrative assistance to the Commission and the Tribunal pursuant to a written agreement between the Presidents of the Commission and the Tribunal. Section 3 of the bill would amend Charter § 164 to permit the Commission to designate, in addition to commissioners and assessors, any other person with qualifications relevant to the review of real property tax assessments, including real estate and real estate law, as determined by the Commission and consistent with State law, to act upon applications, compel the attendance of witnesses, administer oaths or affirmations and examine applicants and other witnesses under oath.  Other amendments relate to technical amendments and changes necessary to effectuate the transfer of the two agencies to OATA.



	Effective Date:  This local law shall take effect on January 20, 2008, or as soon as practicable thereafter as a transfer of functions may be effectuated pursuant to this local law and subdivision 2of section 70 of the civil service law.



	Fiscal Year In Which Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated:  Fiscal 2009



	Fiscal Impact Statement:

Effective FY08

FY Succeeding

Effective FY09

Full Fiscal

Impact FY09

Revenues 

$0

$0

$0

Expenditures 

$0

$0

$0

Net

$0

$0

$0



	Impact on Revenues:  N/A



	Impact on Expenditures:  Bringing the Tax Commission and the Tax Appeals Tribunal under the umbrella of a single agency will permit efficient use of resources of both bodies, and further the goal of better coordination of administrative adjudications. The bill would broaden the categories of individuals whom the President of the Commission could designate to conduct hearings on applications.  The restructuring will not result in any immediate staff reductions or any reduction in expenditures.   



	Source of Funds To Cover Estimated Costs:
  General Fund



	Source of Information:
New York City Council Finance Division

                                                NYC Office of Management and Budget                             

	Estimate Prepared By:       Nadine Felton, Assistant Director

                                                New York City Council, Finance Division

	History:

            Intro. 597 was submitted to the Council on June 27, 2007.  The Finance Committee conduced a hearing on the bill on September 19, 2007.  

	Date Submitted to Council:  November 15, 2007
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