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          1  COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL AFFAIRS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: Good morning,

          3  ladies and gentlemen. I'm Domenic Recchia, Jr.,

          4  Chair of the Committee on Cultural Affairs,

          5  Libraries, and International Intergroup Relations.

          6                 It's great pride that I welcome you

          7  to this hearing. We'll be voting on resolutions No.

          8  912, 917, 918 and 919-A.

          9                 Resolution No. 912 is a resolution

         10  commemorating and honoring the life achievements of

         11  Pope John Paul, II, and his 26 years of service as

         12  Pope of the Roman Catholic Church.

         13                 Resolution No. 917, a resolution

         14  commemorating Yom Ha'Shoah, Holocaust Remembrance

         15  Day on May 6, 2005.

         16                 Resolution 918 is a resolution

         17  commemorating May 11th, 2005, as Yom Ha'Zikkaron, a

         18  day of remembrance for the Israeli soldiers killed

         19  in the struggle for Israeli Independence.

         20                 And Reso No. 919-A commemorating Yom

         21  Ha'Atzma'Ut, Israeli Independence Day on May 12,

         22  2005.

         23                 The City Council had a long and proud

         24  tradition of standing in the forefront to demand

         25  social justice and respect for human rights. That is
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          2  why we convened here today, to consider these

          3  important resolutions in support and commemoration

          4  of the Holocaust Remembrance Day and the struggle

          5  for Israeli independence, and with these we honor

          6  the Jewish community in New York. Council Member

          7  Nelson, the prime sponsor of the resolution, 917,

          8  918 and 919-A was unable to attend today's hearing

          9  due to a schedule conflict.

         10                 I would like to ask Council Member

         11  Vincent Gentile to say a few words at this time on

         12  Resolution 912, which he introduced.

         13                 Mr. Gentile.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

         15  Mr. Chairman. And just briefly, because as we all

         16  know, this is the week that in the week the church,

         17  the Roman Catholic churches should be choosing a new

         18  Pope, it's appropriate that we have the resolution

         19  before us today that honors John Paul, II, and it's

         20  a resolution that just was introduced last week,

         21  last week's Stated.

         22                 Obviously we've heard a great deal

         23  over the last couple of weeks about Pope John Paul,

         24  II. Certainly in doing the research and in looking

         25  at the Reso, I wasn't even aware of how many
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          2  pastoral visits he made outside of Italy. It was

          3  over 100 pastoral visits outside of Italy, and over

          4  140 within Italy, and he visited 317 of 333 parishes

          5  under Rome's jurisdiction.

          6                 Mr. Chair, I think the reso speaks

          7  for itself. It just indicates in total the kind of

          8  outreach that the Pope has had and he has been, for

          9  26 years, outlived many of our leaders here in the

         10  United States, and in doing so he has really helped

         11  change the world, in terms of staring down

         12  injustice, and in bringing hope around the world.

         13  So, I think this resolution in the week that the

         14  church has tried to appoint a new leader, is

         15  appropriate for this City Council to pass, and I

         16  would ask this Committee's support.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: Thank you, Mr.

         18  Gentile.

         19                 At this time I call the vote.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         21  Recchia.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: I seek

         25  permission to explain my vote.
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          2                 I'm voting aye on all of these

          3  resolutions. I'm a little concerned about this

          4  process that we have in place. I don't think it's

          5  the fault of the Chair or the Committee, but we seem

          6  to always be rushing to vote on resolutions that

          7  don't have any time for discussion because of some

          8  calendar.

          9                 There are three hearings I'm supposed

         10  to be at today, and I just think that we ought to

         11  review the timeliness of what it is that we're doing

         12  here so it doesn't look like, you know, we're just

         13  rubberstamping things.

         14                 If there is some significance to a

         15  resolution, then let's give it the weight that it

         16  deserves instead of just having us run willy-nilly

         17  from a parking lot to other Committee hearings to

         18  rubber stamp something.

         19                 I don't think the Pope or these

         20  people who were killed or the Holocaust. I think

         21  it's disrespectful, frankly, and sometimes things

         22  can wait, to at least have some solemnity to them.

         23  So, I'm voting aye hesitantly, just because I'm

         24  concerned about the process and that this Committee

         25  begins to look insignificant by virtue of the way
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          2  we're conducting ourselves.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes on

          5  all, and I ask that my name be added to each of the

          6  resolutions as a sponsor.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of three in

          9  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         10  abstentions, all items are adopted. Council Members,

         11  please sign the Committee report.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON RECCHIA: I just want to

         13  ask to leave the vote open.

         14                 (Hearing concluded at 10:58 a.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 18th day of April 2005.
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         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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