
MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

TITLE
A resolution to authorize the Department of Transportation (“DOT”) to grant nonexclusive franchises for the installation, operation, and maintenance of coordinated franchise structures

Land Use # (ADD #) Submitted to the Council on (ADD DATE), under Executive Order No. 25, dated August 23, 1995, and in accordance with the procedures set forth in Section 363 of Chapter 14 of the Charter of the City of New York (“Charter”).

SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS

This Authorizing Resolution would allow DOT to grant non-exclusive franchises that utilize the inalienable property of the City for installing, operating and maintaining bus stop shelters (“BSSs”), self-cleaning automatic public toilets (“APTs”), newsstand structures (“NSs”) and additional public service structures (“PSSs”), and that allow the placement of advertising thereon.

The Authorizing Resolution requires that DOT develop siting and design criteria and a process for site selection and for responding to complaints.  It sets forth evaluation criteria to be included in a request for proposals or other solicitation for the franchise structures and lists terms and conditions to be included in the franchise agreement.

REASONS FOR SUPPORT

This Authorizing Resolution is part of a comprehensive streetscape initiative to improve the design and maintenance of street furniture.  The purpose is to provide well-designed, well-maintained street furniture, reduce clutter on the streets, and offer additional amenities to the public. 


A coordinated franchise would assure a coordinated design scheme and make maintenance of the structures more cost-effective. The advertising on the structures would generate revenue to cover the costs associated with the structures, provide an incentive to the franchisee to properly maintain and repair the structures, and yield financial benefits for the City.


The environment in which we live has a profound impact on our daily lives.  By allowing the City to institute a coordinated design plan for street furniture citywide, this proposal would have a positive impact on the population of the City, both residents and visitors, by providing franchise structures designed to enhance their surroundings.

Accordingly, the Mayor urges the prompt adoption of the Authorizing Resolution to grant nonexclusive franchises for installation, operation, and maintenance of coordinated franchise structures.







Respectfully submitted,







John A. Crotty

