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A LOCAL LAW

To amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York in relation to the availability of
resuscitation equipment in certain public places.
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Declaration of legislative findings and intent. The Council of the City of
New York recognizes the need to support and develop policies which promote the good health
of all New Yorkers. The Council also finds that an essential element of such policies must be
the encouragement of public intervention and aid during medical emergencies,

Unfortunately, emergency medical professionals have discovered in responding to medi-
cal emergencies that many individuals, who are otherwise qualified to provide life saving
assistance, such as mouth-to-mouth resuscitation, are afraid to do so because of the perceived
health risks of such activities, Such hesitation can cost the lives of individuals who require
prompt medical attention to insure recovery.

Therefore, the Council, in order to encourage qualified persons to provide life saving
assistance while reducing their risk of potential exposure to disease, deems it necessary to the
health, safety and well-being of the public to require the availability of exhaled air resuscita-
tion masks and latex gloves in certain public places.

§ 2. Chapter one of title seventeen of the administrative code of the city of New York is
hereby amended by adding thereto a new section $7-178 to read as follows:

§ 17-178 Availability of resuscitation equipment in certain public places. a. Defini-
tions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms shall be defined as Jollows:

1. “Bar” means any establishment which is devoted to the sale and service of alco-
holic beverages for on-premises consumption and in which the service of food, if served at all,
is incidental to the consumption of such beverages.

2, “Health club” means any commercial establishment offering instruction, training
or assistance or the facilities for the preservation, maintenance, encouragement or develop-
ment of physical fitness or well being. "Health club” as defined herein shail include, but not
be limited to health spas, sports, tennis, racquet ball, and platform tennis clubs, JSigure salons,
health studios, gymnasiums, weight control studios, martial arts and self-defense schools or
any other commercial establishment offering a similar course of physical training.

3. “Owner or operator” means the owner, manager, operator or other person having
control of an establishment.
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4. “Public place” means a restaurant, bar, theatre or health club,

5. “Restaurant” means any commercial eating establishment which is devoted,
wholly or in part, fo the sale of food for on-premises consumption.

6. “Resuscitation equipment” means (i) an adult exhaled air resuscitation mask, for
which the federal food and drug administration has granted permission to market, accompa-
nied by a pair of latex gloves and (ii) a pediatric exhaled air resuscitation mask, for which the
JSederal food and drug administration hes granted permission to market, accompanied by a
pair of latex gloves.

7. “Theatre™ means @ motion picture theatre, concert hall, auditorium or other
building used for, or designed for the primary purpose of, exhibiting movies, stage dramas,
musical recitals, dance or other similar performances,

b. Resuscitation equipment required, The owner or operator of a public place shall
have available in such public place resuscitation equipment in quantities deemed adeguate by
the department, Such equipment shall be readily accessible for use during medical emergen-
cies. Any information deemed necessary by the commissioner shall accompany the resuscita-
tion equipment. Resuscitation equipment shall be discarded after a single use.

¢.  Notice required. The owner or operator of a public place shall provide notice to
pairons, by means of signs, printed material or other means of written communication, indi-
cating the availability of resuscitation equipment for emergency use and providing informa-
tion on how fo obtain cardiopulmonary resuscitation training, The type, size, style, location
and language of such notice shall be determined in accordance with rules promulgated by the
commissioner. In promulgating such rules, the commissioner shall take into consideration the
concerns of the public places within the scope of this section, If the department shall make
signs availeble pursuant to this subdivision, it may charge a fee to cover printing, postage and
handling expenses.

d. Rescuer liability limited, Any owner or operator of a public place, his or her
employee or other agent, or any other person who voluntarily and without expectation of
monetary compensation renders emergency treatment using the resuscifation equipment
required pursuant to this section, to a person who is unconscious, ill or injured, shall not be
liable for damages for injuries alleged to have been sustained by such person or for damages
Jor the death of such person alleged to have occurred by reason of an act or omission in the
rendering of such emergency treatment unless it is established that the injuries were or death
was caused by gross negligence on the part of the rescuer.

e. No dury to act, Nothing contained in this section shall impose any duty or obligation
on any owner or operator of a public place, his or her employee or other agent, or any other
person to provide resuscitation assistance fo the victim of a medical emergency.

§ 3. This local law shall take effect one hundred eighty days after its enactment.
Actions necessary to prepare for the implementation of this local law may be taken prior to its
effective date.

THE CiTY OF NEW YORK, OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK, 8.5.!
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a local law of The City of New York,
passed by the Council on December 19, 1991, and approved by the Mayor on January 7,

1992,
CARLOS CUEVAS, City Clerk, Clerk of the Council
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CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO MUNICIPAL HOME RULE LAw § 27

Pursuant to the provisions of Municipal Home Rule Law § 27, I hereby certify that the
enclosed local law (Local Law 12 of 1992, Council Int. No., 737-A) contains the correct text
and:

Received the following vote at the meeting of the New York City Council on December
19, 1991: 34 for, 0 against.

Was approved by the Mayor on January 7, 1992,

Was returned to the City Clerk on January 8, 1992.

JEFFREY D. FRIEDLANDER, Acting Corporation Counsel





