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          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: I'd like to start

          3  the meeting on the Committee on Rules, Privileges

          4  and Elections.

          5                 I am Leroy Comrie, Chair of the

          6  Committee. Joining me is Council Member Madeline

          7  Provenzano from the Bronx, Councilwoman Madeline

          8  Provenzano from the Bronx, Council Member to BPC,

          9  Joel Rivera from the Bronx, Council Member Yvette

         10  Clarke from Brooklyn, Council Member David Weprin

         11  and Minority Leader Jimmy Oddo from Staten Island.

         12                 I would like to acknowledge the fact

         13  that we have Councilman Gallagher up in the loft

         14  with some college students from St. John's, from the

         15  Republican Club of St. John's University; is that

         16  correct, Councilman Oddo? St. John's in Queens? No,

         17  Dennis Gallagher is with them.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Actually,

         19  poing of information, Chair. I want to know, did

         20  this Republican organization support Tom Ognibene or

         21  Mayor Bloomberg for re-election?

         22                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Dennis, did you

         23  really check their registrations? That's what I want

         24  to know. Get the buff cards. Get the buff cards.

         25                 We've been joined by Council Member
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          2  Diana Reyna from Brooklyn. We are here today to

          3  consider one candidate for appointment to the Board

          4  of Elections. She is Jeannette Gadson. Ms. Gadson is

          5  being considered for appointment as the democratic

          6  commissioner from Kings County.

          7                 She will replace Wayman A. Carey, who

          8  is serving in a hold-over capacity. Her appointment

          9  is for the remainder of a four-year term.

         10                 Dennis, let them know I need interns,

         11  since they go to St. John's. They can learn on both

         12  sides of the aisle, you know? My office is right in

         13  Queens.

         14                 I'm sorry. She will replace Wayman

         15  Carey who is serving in a hold-over capacity. Her

         16  appointment is for the remainder of a four-year term

         17  that began on January 1st, 2005 and ends December

         18  31st, 2008.

         19                 For the record, her certificate of

         20  party recommendation was properly formatted and

         21  submitted. The Board of Elections consists of ten

         22  commissioners, two from each of the City's five

         23  counties who were directly appointed by the New York

         24  City Council.

         25                 Not more than two commissioners shall
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          2  be registered voters of the same county. Each

          3  commissioner serves a term of four years, or until

          4  their successor is appointed.

          5                 Commissioners shall be registered

          6  voters from each of the major parties in the county

          7  for which they are appointed.

          8                 The Board and its commissioners are

          9  responsible for the maintenance and administration

         10  of voting records and elections. The Board also

         11  exercises quasi-judicial powers by conducting

         12  hearings to validate nominating petitions of

         13  candidates for nomination to elective office.

         14                 The Board is required to make an

         15  annual report of the findings, and affairs and

         16  proceedings to the New York City Council, once every

         17  12 months and no later than the last day of January

         18  in any calendar year.

         19                 Welcome, Ms. Gadson.

         20                 Thank you for coming in this morning.

         21  Sorry that we're running late. Can you please raise

         22  your right hand and be sworn in, please?

         23                 MR. O'MALLEY: Do you solemnly swear

         24  or affirm the testimony you're about to give the

         25  Committee is the truth and the whole truth?
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          2                 MS. GADSON: I do.

          3                 MR. O'MALLEY: Please state your name

          4  for the record.

          5                 MS. GADSON: Jeannette Gadson.

          6                 MR. O'MALLEY: Thank you.

          7                 The witness is sworn.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you.

          9                 Ms. Gadson, do you have an opening

         10  statement that you would like to make to the

         11  Committee?

         12                 MS. GADSON: Mr. Chairman, and members

         13  of the Committee, it's a pleasure to be here. I've

         14  been in this room so many times before and it's been

         15  a long time since I've been here.

         16                 As some of you may know, I served as

         17  the Brooklyn Commissioner some time ago in the early

         18  '90s, so I have a history with the Board of

         19  Elections. I have served as a public servant for all

         20  of my life. Most recently, as Deputy Borough

         21  President of the Borough of Brooklyn.

         22                 I believe strongly in voter

         23  participation, and I'm looking forward, if

         24  appointed, to make sure that we reach the people of

         25  Brooklyn and indeed the people of the City of New
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          2  York so that we might participate, as all of us

          3  should be participating, in the voting process.

          4                 I'm aware of many of the adjustments

          5  that may need to be made in the Board of Elections,

          6  in terms of it coming on the super highway, if you

          7  will. When I was there before, we were very

          8  antiquated. I haven't been there in awhile, and I'm

          9  sure that we still have a lot of work to do and I'm

         10  encouraged by the fact that we might be able to do

         11  that together in the coming years.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you, Ms.

         13  Gadson.

         14                 I want to preliminarily thank you for

         15  your desire to come back into public service, and

         16  decide to work, especially an active position, so

         17  there's a commissioner of Board of Elections.

         18  Clearly your record of public service and service to

         19  the City has been unparalleled and deserves to be

         20  recognized and applauded.

         21                 So, with that, I want to ask any

         22  members if they have one question each? No, I'm only

         23  kidding.

         24                 Council Member Clarke and then

         25  Council Member Oddo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you, Mr.

          3  Chair.

          4                 I don't have a question, as such. I

          5  have a comment and would like to share with my

          6  colleagues how pleased I am to see that Ms. Gadson

          7  is offering herself for public service once again.

          8  She is known throughout the Borough, I would say, of

          9  Brooklyn, as an extraordinary woman who has

         10  dedicated her life to public service. And so in a

         11  way I'm not surprised that she would offer herself,

         12  but just to let everyone know that I believe that

         13  Jeannette Gadson is an extraordinary candidate. Her

         14  wealth, depth and breadth of knowledge of the people

         15  of the Borough of Brooklyn and her innovation in

         16  public service will certainly serve well at the

         17  Board of Elections and I'm encouraging my colleagues

         18  to vote aye on Jeannette Gadson.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you.

         20                 Just two small housekeeping matters,

         21  Ms. Gadson. Since you have retired, the NYCER system

         22  requires that you file a 212 waiver, just a

         23  paperwork piece every February. I'm sure that you've

         24  been made aware of that?

         25                 MS. GADSON: I've been made aware of
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          2  that, and I intend to do it.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Okay. And there

          4  is another issue from August 2001 that I'm sure

          5  you're aware of regarding the campaign that has to

          6  be resolved, and I understand that you've already

          7  promised to correct that; is that correct?

          8                 MS. GADSON: I've committed to

          9  resolve.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you.

         11                 Minority Leader Oddo, then Council

         12  Member Stewart.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Mr.

         14  Chairman.

         15                 I, too, have a comment rather than a

         16  question. I'd like to echo the sentiments of Council

         17  Member Clarke.

         18                 I was a supporter of term limits and

         19  I think it helped push out some dead wood, but it

         20  also pushed out some folks who still had a lot of

         21  give to this City, and I know Ms. Gadson from the

         22  days I was a staff person and she was Deputy Borough

         23  President then when I was an elected official in my

         24  own right. I think she is a classy classy lady with

         25  lots of talents and the type of person that you want
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          2  to be at the Board of Elections to help strengthen

          3  that place out.

          4                 So, thank you, and good luck.

          5                 MS. GADSON: Thank you.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Council Member

          7  Stewart, then Council Member Rivera.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you,

          9  Mr. Chair.

         10                 I can say definitely that I have your

         11  back right now.

         12                 First of all, I am so delighted and

         13  I'm so happy to see Ms. Gadson here today. It was a

         14  hard task just trying to make sure that she comes

         15  back into politics, and to be able to serve the City

         16  of New York in the capacity of Commissioner in

         17  Brooklyn.

         18                 My brothers and sisters, colleagues,

         19  I just want to say basically that this young lady is

         20  a lady of integrity, hard worker, and she has a

         21  talent that I don't think you find in most people,

         22  and, so, having her is really a blessing in

         23  Brooklyn, to bring back some sort of strength, some

         24  sort of integrity, some sort of position in our City

         25  whereby we can say Brooklyn is back where it used to

                                                            12

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  be.

          3                 So, I want to thank you for accepting

          4  and coming back.

          5                 MS. GADSON: Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: And I know we

          7  will have a good time working for the City and the

          8  people of New York.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 MS. GADSON: Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         12  much, Chairman Comrie.

         13                 First I want to say congratulations

         14  to Jeannette for your appointment today. I think

         15  it's a great addition to the Board of Elections.

         16  Every single time we can have someone of great

         17  integrity and great character be put forward to

         18  represent an election commissioner on a body that's

         19  extremely important.

         20                 We all hold the democratic process

         21  here in the City, State and our nation as the

         22  fundamental core of values. And every single time

         23  that we can strengthen that organization, it makes

         24  us all even prouder.

         25                 So, we're very proud and honored to
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          2  have someone of such great integrity and character

          3  be presented before us today.

          4                 And I want to wish you true success,

          5  you know how the Board of Elections operates, so you

          6  know it can get very tough at times and very

          7  challenging, but I believe and fully know that you

          8  are capable of fulfilling the duties before you.

          9                 So, congratulations, Jeannette.

         10                 MS. GADSON: Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: We've been joined

         12  by Council Member Melinda Katz.

         13                 Does any other member want to pile on

         14  the gravy train here?

         15                 Oh, okay, I'm sorry. Council Member

         16  Reyna.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Thank you, Mr.

         18  Chair.

         19                 I would be remiss not to say a few

         20  words and join my colleagues in remembering a woman

         21  who we are all glad to see back in government. And

         22  serve the great Kings County. Jeannette I know that

         23  you're going to be the missing ingredient that we

         24  all wish we can see every day occur in government,

         25  and we miss you and we're glad that you're going to
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          2  be back in full force and we hope that you can

          3  dedicate the number of years that you've done so to

          4  government in your previous roles to the Board of

          5  Elections.

          6                 Your institutional memory, your

          7  diplomatic ways, and the great woman that you are

          8  will serve this great City of New York, and we thank

          9  you, not just for your role in leadership as a woman

         10  in government, but also as a friend. Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Any other members

         12  with a comment?

         13                 Clearly you're loved by the entire

         14  Brooklyn Delegation, that once they convinced you to

         15  come back to public service, clearly your record is

         16  admirable, and as I said earlier, should be honored

         17  and recognized.

         18                 With that, I'm ready to go to vote,

         19  and be there no objections, can the clerk call the

         20  roll?

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano:

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMVER RIVERA: I vote aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I vote aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I vote aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of eight in

         14  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         15  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         16                 Council Members, please sign the

         17  Committee reports.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Okay, we're done

         19  with the meeting part of the Committee. We will hold

         20  the roll open for the few members that are in the

         21  building that need to come into the Committee Room

         22  to vote.

         23                 I want to thank Scott -- I mean,

         24  Stewart. What's the matter with me today?

         25                 MS. GADSON: Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: I'm twisting

          3  names. Can members return back their reports? And

          4  thank Ms. Gadson, and with that, the meeting is

          5  closed.

          6                 (Hearing closed.)

          7                 (Hearing reopened.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Quinn.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I vote aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         11  Perkins.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I vote aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote currently

         14  stands at ten in the affirmative, zero in the

         15  negative -- oh, excuse me. The Speaker, Council

         16  Member Miller.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now currently

         19  stands at 11 in the affirmative, zero in the

         20  negative, with no abstentions.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         23                 (Hearing concluded at 11:35 a.m.)

         24
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