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T H E  C O U N C I L

REPORT OF THE LEGAL AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS DIVISION

RICHARD M. WEINBERG, DIRECTOR AND GENERAL COUNSEL

COMMITTEE ON STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION
STATE LEGISLATION RESOLUTION 82 
By: Miller

S. 2767
By: Marchi

A. 5088
By: Abbate

TITLE:
AN ACT to amend the general municipal law and the retirement and social security law, in relation to benefits for employees of governmental entities performing peace officer services in the city of New York, who are injured in the performance of their duties.

BACKGROUND:

This legislation would provide special officers, parking control specialists, school safety agents, campus peace officers, and New York City Taxi and Limousine inspectors a performance of duty disability retirement allowance if such person is injured while performing his or her duties.  Currently, members of the NYCERS who are employed by the City of New York or by the New York City Health and Hospital Corporation in the position of emergency medical technician or advanced emergency medical technician are entitled to performance of duty disability retirement allowance benefits.

This legislation also provides that where a special officer, parking control specialist, school safety agent, campus peace officer, or New York City Taxi and Limousine inspector, who may have been exposed to a bodily fluid of a person under his or her care, contracts HIV, Tuberculosis, or Hepatitis, such disease shall be presumed to be contracted as part of employment unless evidence to the contrary can be shown.   According to Senator Marchi's Memorandum in Support, this legislation seeks to grant peace officers the same presumptive disease disability benefit that has been granted to paramedics, firefighters, police and correction officers.  According to the Memorandum, peace officers work under extremely difficult conditions which expose them to deadly diseases such as HIV, Tuberculosis and Hepatitis.

PRIOR HISTORY


Last year, this Committee passed a home rule message concerning this legislation.  The full Council, thereafter, approved it as well.  At the State level, however, it passed the Assembly but died in the Senate Rules Committee.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
See Council Finance Division fiscal impact statement.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

This legislation shall take effect immediately.

