4








Staff:
Frank Neely









Legislative Analyst









Ira S. Pers









Legal Analyst

THE COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION

KATHLEEN CUDAHY, DIRECTOR

COMMITTEE ON PARKS, RECREATION, CULTURAL AFFAIRS AND
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INT. NO. 801




By: Council Members Robinson, Berman,

Clarke, Marshall, Wooten, Golden and Pinkett; also Council Members Fisher, 

Nelson, O’Donovan, Robles and Spigner

TITLE:
In relation to a street name, Charles E. Innis Avenue, Borough of Brooklyn.

INTENT:




This legislation would add, through the 

posting of an additional sign, the name 

“Charles E. Inniss Avenue,” on Brooklyn Avenue between Saint Marks Avenue and Park Place.

COMMENT


The following biographical material was provided by the family of Charles Evans

Inniss.



Charles Evans Inniss was born in New York City on June 13, 1935, one of four children born to Sidney and Edna Inniss.  He attended Evander Childs High School and later graduated from New York University (NYU) with a Bachelor of Science degree in economics.  Afterwards he continued his education at NYU earning a Masters degree in Public Administration.  In February of 1989 Mr. Inniss married Marjorie Thomas-Inniss.  The union lasted for the rest of his life.


During his career Mr. Inniss served New York’s metropolitan community in many capacities.  Among these assignments he served as the Director of Public Information and Development at the Brooklyn Public Library, Administrator at Brooklyn Model Cities, and Director of Area Development at the Bedford Stuyvesant Restoration Corporation before joining the Brooklyn Union Gas Company as a Vice President in 1979.  He also served on several boards and committees, including the Brooklyn Children’s Museum, the Catholic Interracial Council, the Marcus Garvey Nursing Home and the Staten Island Zoological Society.


Among Mr. Inniss’s greatest contributions were his efforts on behalf of the community’s youth.  As a co-founder of Career Opportunities for Brooklyn Youth Incorporated and as a trustee of the City University of New York, Mr. Inniss was instrumental in providing college scholarships and job opportunities for many young people.  He served at various times as a board member director of the Young Adult Institute, the Brookwood Child Care Centers, the New York City Police Foundation, the South-Forty Corporation, a trustee for the YWCA of Brooklyn, the American Gas Association Foundation, the Black Officers Association, the Brooklyn Branch of the Red Cross, the Brooklyn Center for Performing Arts at Brooklyn College, the Greater Jamaica Development Corporation, the Kings Manor Museum, the Beneficial Fund for the State University of New York Health Science Center at Brooklyn, the Brooklyn Psychiatric Center and a member of the Martin Luther King Jr. Commission.  Mr. Inniss was also a retired Captain in the 369th Field Artillery Battalion of the New York State Army National Guard.  During this lifetime Charles Evans Inniss was the recipient of many recognition’s and awards.  Among these honors were an Honorary Doctor of Laws from St. Joseph’s College of Brooklyn, the Brooklyn Botanic Gardens “Forsythia Award”, the President’s Medal from Kingsborough Community College, the 100 Year Association of New York’s annual “Charles E. Inniss College Scholarship”, and the Franciscan Sisters of the Poor’s “Heritage Award”.  Since his death, a Franciscan facility for homeless men, located in Brooklyn, was renamed “The Charles E. Inniss St. Joseph Franciscan House”.


Charles Evans Inniss died on January 30, 1997.  His wife Marjorie; two sisters, Norma and Frances Inniss; a brother, Wilbur; a sister-in-law, Madeline; a niece, Wendy Woodland; a nephew, David; two grandnephews, Christopher Evans and Brian Mathew Woodland; and a host of beloved relatives and friends survived him.  In recognition of his many years of commitment and service to his community it is fitting that Brooklyn Avenue, between St. Marks Avenue and Park Place, the site of the Brooklyn Children’s Museum, whose Board of Trustees was chaired by Mr. Inniss for many years, be renamed “Charles E. Inniss Avenue” in his honor.


This local law will take effect immediately.
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