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INTRODUCTION


On December 4, 2008, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 876.  Int. No. 876 would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York to mandate an 18 month replacement cycle for any taxicab that is not hybrid-electric, compressed natural gas, level one or level two clean air, or wheelchair accessible. Invitees include Commissioner Matthew Daus, New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission (“TLC”), representatives from the taxicab industry, transportation, environmental and disability advocates.

BACKGROUND
On Earth Day 2007, Mayor Michael Bloomberg announced PlaNYC 2030, a comprehensive sustainability plan for New York City.
  Major goals of PlaNYC 2030 include achieving cleaner air quality through reducing hazardous emissions and other air pollutants.
 Possible solutions include switching to cleaner fuels and planting one million new trees by 2030.

A major contributor to the negative air quality in New York City is transportation, which accounts for more than 50 percent of local air pollution.
 Due to this staggering statistic, a portion of PlaNYC 2030 relies on reducing emissions specifically from taxis, black cars and for-hire vehicles.
 Major objectives to improve air quality in the taxicab and for-hire vehicle industry include reducing taxi and limousine idling, doubling the taxi’s fleet efficiency and doubling the fuel efficiency of black cars and for-hire vehicles.

The New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission (TLC) is the agency responsible for licensing and regulating more than 50,000 vehicles, including 13,000 taxicabs.
 The TLC has prioritized the usage and expansion of environmentally-friendly and handicap-accessible taxicabs.
 Additionally, the City Council has also taken steps to encourage the use of cleaner and more environmentally friendly taxicabs. The Council has passed laws to sell additional taxicab licenses, including 254 hybrid or compressed natural gas powered vehicles,
 formulate a plan to promote and expand the use of clean-air and accessible taxicabs,
 and extend the retirement cycle for clean-air vehicles.

Recently, a federal court granted an injunction regarding the TLC’s 25/30 miles per gallon (mpg) proposed rule which would have required that all taxicabs be wheelchair accessible or have a minimum city rating of 25 mpg by October 1, 2008 and 30 mpg by October 1, 2009.
 While this injunction was a setback for the City’s agenda of cleaner, more accessible taxicabs, the Administration recently announced an incentive and disincentive program to attain these goals.
 The proposed incentive/disincentive program includes increasing the lease cap fee charged to drivers of hybrid vehicles, while decreasing the lease cap fee charged to drivers of non-fuel efficient vehicles.
 Int. No. 876 would encourage the use of fuel efficient vehicles by creating a disincentive for using a gas-guzzling vehicle. 
ANALYSIS
Section one of Int. No. 876 would repeal paragraph 3 of subdivision b of section 19-535 of the Administrative Code. Section two of Int. No. 876 would amend chapter five of title 19 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 19-537.

New Section 19-537 would be entitled “Taxicab retirement.” Subdivision a of new section 19-537 would define terms within this section. Specifically, paragraph one of subdivision a of new section 19-537 would define “Hack-up” as to outfit a vehicle as a taxicab and to obtain first-time approval from the TLC for that vehicle to serve as a taxicab. Paragraph two of subdivision a of new section 19-537 would define “Hybrid-electric taxicab” as a commercially available mass-produced vehicle originally equipped by the manufacturer with a combustion engine system together with an electric propulsion system that operates in an integrated manner, which is approved by the TLC for use as a taxicab. Paragraph three of subdivision a of new section 19-537 would define “Wheelchair accessible taxicab” as a vehicle which is designed to be able to transport persons in wheelchairs or containing any physical device or alteration designed to permit access to and enable the transportation of persons in wheelchairs and is approved by the TLC for use as a taxicab.

Subdivision b of new section 19-537 would require that any taxicab that is not a hybrid-electric taxicab, a taxicab dedicated to operate on compressed natural gas no later than six months after hack-up and which remains so dedicated for the rest of its operation, a level one clean air taxicab or level two clean air vehicle, as defined under section 19-535 of the code, or a wheelchair accessible taxicab, be retired from taxicab service and replaced no later than the scheduled inspection date of the vehicle occurring eighteen months after the vehicle was hacked-up.

Subdivision c of new section 19-537 would provide that the provisions of subdivision b of this section shall not apply to taxicabs that are hacked-up prior to the effective date of this section.  

Section three of Int. No. 876 would provide that this local law take effect ninety days after it is enacted into law.
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