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THE COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION

MARY MASTROPAOLO, DIRECTOR

COMMITTEE ON PARKS, RECREATION, CULTURAL AFFAIRS AND

INTERNATIONAL INTERGROUP RELATIONS

Council Member Wendell Foster, Chair

INT. NO. 877
By: Council Members Provenzano, Abel and           Golden; also Council Member O’Donovan

TITLE:
In relation to a street name, Ray Cilento Place, Borough of The Bronx.

INTENT:




This legislation would add, through the 

posting of an additional sign, the name “Ray Cilento Place” on Lydig Avenue between Williamsbridge Road and Yates Avenue.

COMMENT:
The following biographical material was provided by the Cilento family.


Orazio “Ray” Cilento was born in the Belmont section of The Bronx on March 29, 1945.  He was the eldest child of Mario and Carmela Cilento who would later have a second child, a daughter Erminia.  Ray grew up in Belmont, attending local schools including Theodore Roosevelt High School from which he graduated in 1962.  He later attended Bronx Community College where he earned an Associate Degree in 1977.


 Ray Cilento was trained as an electrician and worked at that occupation for the rest of his life.  As a member of the New York City Central Labor Council (CLC) for 38 years his was a life devoted to furthering the cause of working men and women.  Though he never held elected union office he is remembered as a rank and file union member who filled the movement’s most important and necessary role, that of a devoted volunteer. While he was not a leader in title or rank, he lead in deed and action by championing causes on behalf of the labor movement for more than three decades.


Ray Cilento’s numerous contributions to the labor movement include, but were not limited to, organization drives, political action campaigns, setting up phone banks, leafleting, leading picket lines, helping to run the daily activities of the CLC as a volunteer, coordinating hundreds of rallies and events throughout New York City on behalf of the CLC and dozens of its affiliates, representing CLC in meetings with the New York City Police Department, the Mayor’s Office and statewide officials, and was a coordinator of the CLC Labor Day Parade in New York City for many years.  The parade has more than 350,000 participants each year.


Despite the time that Ray Cilento gave to his occupation, and union activities, he also found time to serve the youth of his community.  As an Executive Board member of the Pelham Parkway Little League, from 1978 to 1981, he was responsible for the introductions of dozens of the rules and regulations that governed the participation of several hundred children, at that time, and thousands since.  As a manager and coach he gave of himself tirelessly for 10 years.  After coming home from a full day’s work he would coordinate and conduct practices for the teams.  Ray would also deliver equipment to the field and then return it to Little League headquarters afterwards.  He routinely volunteered to transport dozens of children back and forth from their homes to the games.  Ray Cilento did these things week after week, year after year, for a decade.  Because of his sincere commitment, his involvement with Little League was more like a second job. However, Ray didn’t consider it as such because he was serving the youth of his community.  He was responsible for helping dozens of young people from the community to acquire jobs and he opened doors for them by alerting them to apprenticeship programs sponsored by his union local.


Ray Cilento was also responsible for coordinating and implementing the plan which led to the installation of an electric scoreboard at Loretta Park in the Morris Park section of The Bronx.  The scoreboard was used for roller-hockey games.

During the 1980’s Mr. Cilento served for two years as President of the Tenants’ Association at 1144 Lydig Avenue, where he lived for 22 years, and where he remained an active and vigorous member of the Association. He was responsible for representing the tenants in negotiations with management on many issues including building safety, maintenance, and heating.  


Ray Cilento died on July 7, 2000.  He was survived by his wife of 32 years, Bianca; a son, Mario Cilento, a daughter Lenore Cilento Viola, his most beloved grand-daughter, Jessica Viola, a sister, Erminia Cilento, a daughter-in-law, Andrea Curro Cilento, and, a son-in-law, George Viola.  In recognition of his many years of devoted service to this family, his community, and the working men and women of New York City it is fitting that Lydia Avenue, between Williamsbridge Road and Yates Avenue, where he resided for 22 years, be named “Ray Cilento Place” in his honor.


This local law shall take effect immediately. 
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