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Topic I: New York City Board of Correction – (Candidate for appointment by the Council)

· Stanley Richards [Preconsidered M 255]

The New York City Department of Correction (“DOC”) provides for the care, custody and control of persons accused or convicted of crimes and sentenced to one year or less jail time.  The New York City Board of Correction (“BOC”) oversees DOC’s operations and evaluates agency performance.  Pursuant to New York City Charter (“Charter”) §§ 626(c), 626(e), 626(f), BOC, or by written designation of the BOC, any member of it, the Executive Director[footnoteRef:1], or other employee, shall have the power and duty to: [1:  BOC may appoint an Executive Director to serve at its pleasure with such duties and responsibilities as BOC may assign, and other professional, clerical, and support personnel within appropriations for such purpose.  DOC’s Commissioner shall designate such of DOC’s stenographic, clerical and other assistance to BOC as may be necessary for the proper performance of its functions.  Charter § 626(b).    ] 


· inspect and visit all institutions and facilities under the jurisdiction of DOC at any time;
· inspect all records of DOC;
· prepare and submit to the Mayor and to the Council, and the DOC Commissioner, proposals for capital planning and improvements, studies and reports concerned with the development of DOC’s correctional program planning, and studies and reports in regard to the methods of promoting closer cooperation of custodial, probation and parole agencies of government and the courts;
· evaluate DOC performance;
· establish minimum standards for the care, custody, correction, treatment, supervision, and discipline of all persons held or confined under the jurisdiction of DOC; and to
· establish procedures for the hearing of grievances and complaints or requests for assistance by or on behalf of any person held or confined by DOC or by any employees of DOC.

BOC is composed of nine members. Three members are appointed by the Mayor, three by the Council, and three by the Mayor on the nomination jointly by the presiding justices of the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court for the First and Second Judicial Departments.  Appointments are made by the three respective appointing authorities on a rotating basis to fill any vacancy.  Members are appointed to a term of six-years, and vacancies are filled for the remainder of the unexpired term.  The Mayor designates the Chair of BOC from among its members from time to time.  The Mayor may remove members for cause after a hearing at which they shall be entitled to representation by Counsel.  Charter § 626(b).

Although BOC members receive no compensation, they may, however, be reimbursed for expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.  Charter § 626(a).

BOC is required to adopt rules to govern its own proceedings.  Charter § 626(b).  Within the scope of its authority, BOC may compel the attendance of witnesses, require the production of books, accounts, papers, and other evidence, administer oaths, examine persons, and conduct public or private hearings, studies and investigations.  Also, BOC may institute proceedings in a court of appropriate jurisdiction to enforce its subpoena power and other authority.  Charter § 626(g).  

On an annual basis, and at such other times as it may determine, BOC submits to the Mayor, the Council and the DOC Commissioner, reports, findings and recommendations in regard to matters within its jurisdiction. Charter § 626(d).  Members of the Council are authorized to inspect and visit at anytime the institutions and facilities under the jurisdiction of DOC.  Charter § 627.                 
         
If appointed by the Council, Mr. Richards, a resident of the Bronx, will serve for the remainder of a six-year term that began on October 13, 2020 and will expire on October 12, 2026.  Copies of the candidate’s résumé and the related messages is attached.

Topic II:  New York City Board of Elections – (Candidate for re-appointment by the Council)

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Jose M. Araujo [Preconsidered M 256]

The New York City Board of Elections (“BOE”) consists of ten commissioners, two from each of the City’s five counties, who are directly appointed by the New York City Council.  Not more than two commissioners shall be registered voters of the same county. Each commissioner serves a term of four years or until a successor is appointed. Commissioners shall be registered voters from each of the major parties in the county for which they are appointed [New York State Election Law § 3-200(3)].  

Party recommendations for election commissioner shall be made by the County Committee, or in such fashion as the rules of a party may provide.  Each of the major political parties shall be eligible to recommend appointment of an equal number of commissioners [New York State Election Law § 3-200(2)]. The BOE and its commissioners are responsible for the maintenance and administration of voting records and elections.  The BOE also exercises quasi-judicial powers by conducting hearings to validate nominating petitions of candidates for nomination to elective office.  The BOE is required to make an annual report[footnoteRef:2] of its affairs and proceedings to the New York City Council once every twelve months and no later than the last day of January in any year.  A copy of said annual report shall be filed with the New York State Board of Elections [New York State Election Law § 3-212(4)(a)].  [2:  The annual report shall include a detailed description of existing programs designed to enhance voter registration.  The report shall also include a voter registration action plan to increase registration opportunities [New York State Election Law § 3-212(4)(b)].  ] 


At least thirty days before the first day of January of any year on which an elections commissioner is to be appointed, the Chair or Secretary of the appropriate party County Committee shall file a Certificate of Party Recommendation with the Clerk of the appropriate local legislative body [New York State Election Law § 3-204(1)].  In New York City, the City Clerk serves as the Clerk of the Council.  If the Council fails to appoint an individual recommended by a party for appointment as a Commissioner within thirty days after the filing of a Certificate of Party Recommendation with the Council, then members of the Council who are members of the political party that filed the certificate may appoint such person.  If none of the persons named in any of the certificates filed by a party are appointed within sixty days of the filing of the designating certificate, then such party may file another certificate within thirty days after the expiration of any such sixty day period recommending a different person for such appointment.  If the party fails to file a Certificate of Party Recommendation within the time prescribed, the members of the Council who are members of such party may appoint any eligible person to such office [New York State Election Law § 3-204(4)].

If at any time a vacancy occurs in the office of any election commissioner other than by expiration of term of office, party recommendations to fill such vacancy shall be made by the county committee in such fashion as the rules of the party may provide.[footnoteRef:3]  Certificates of Party Recommendation to fill such vacancy shall be filed no later than forty-five days after the creation of a vacancy.  Anyone who fills a vacancy shall hold such office during the remainder of the term of the commissioner in whose place he/she shall serve [New York State Election Law § 3-204(5)]. [3: 
 According to New York State Public Officers Law § 5, every officer except a judicial officer, a notary public, a commissioner of deeds and an officer whose term is fixed by the Constitution, having duly entered on the duties of his office, shall unless the office shall terminate or be abolished, hold over and continue to discharge the duties of his office after the expiration of the term for which he shall have been chosen, until his successor shall be chosen and qualified; but after the expiration of such term, the office shall be deemed vacant for the purpose of choosing his successor.   ] 


BOE elects a President and a Secretary who cannot belong to the same political party [New York State Election Law § 3-312(1)]. The commissioners receive a $300 per-diem for each day’s attendance at meetings of the BOE or any of its committees, with a maximum of $30,000 per year [New York State Election Law § 3-208].

A Certificate of Party Recommendation referencing Mr. Araujo was filed with the Office of the City Clerk on October 1, 2020 at 6:36 pm.  The Chair of the Queens County Democratic Party signed this document.  Mr. Araujo, a registered Democrat from Queens County, is being recommended for appointment to serve for the remainder of a four-year term that will begin on January 1, 2021 and ends on December 31, 2024  Copies of Mr. Araujo’s résumé and Committee report/resolution are annexed to this briefing paper.        
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