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RES. NO. 207:
By Council Members Reyna and Mark-Viverito, Chin, Dromm, Fidler, James, Recchia, Rose, Sanders Jr., Williams, Jackson, Rodriguez, Van Bramer, Vann and Arroyo  

TITLE:
Resolution calling upon the United States Congress to enact H.R. 4224, the “Together We Care Act of 2009,” which would establish a pilot program to train public housing residents as home health care aides and in home-based health care services to enable residents to provide covered home-based health care services to residents of public housing and residents of federally-assisted rental housing, who are elderly or persons with a disability.

Background and Intent:

The Committee on Public Housing, chaired by Council Member Rosie Mendez, will conduct a hearing on Resolution No. 207, which calls upon the United States Congress to enact H.R. 4224, the “Together We Care Act of 2009,” which would establish a three-year pilot program to train public housing residents as home health care aides and in home-based health care services to enable residents to provide covered home-based health care services to residents of public housing and residents of federally-assisted rental housing, who are elderly or persons with a disability.

The Together We Care Act of 2009
In December 2009, New York City Congresswoman Nydia Velázquez, introduced the “Together We Care Act of 2009 (TWCA),” H.R. 4224. The TWCA would:

Establish a pilot program to train public housing residents as home health aides and in home-based health services to enable such residents to provide covered home-based health services to residents of public housing and residents of federally-assisted rental housing, who are elderly and disabled, and for other purposes.

Under the TWCA, a home-based health service pilot program will be established throughout the country.  The Secretary of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) would, in consultation with the Secretary of Health and Human Services, make grants available to public housing agencies, community health centers, home care provider organizations, faith-based organization and labor organizations to train public housing residents on how to provide home-based health care. The trained public housing residents would then provide home-based health services to elderly and disabled residents of federally-assisted rental housing.  Furthermore, the legislation provides that $2,500,000 would be awarded for federal fiscal years 2010, 2011, and 2012 for the program’s implementation.
Res. No. 207
The City of New York is in the midst of severe economic recession and there maybe many residents of public housing or federally-assisted rental housing who may be unemployed or underemployed. Res. No. 207 expresses the Council’s belief that the government should help the poorest of New Yorkers, particularly residents of public housing or federally-assisted rental housing, move up the economic ladder through job training or employment opportunities. Additionally, Res. No. 207 expresses the Council’s belief that H.R.4224, the “Together We Care Act of 2009,” would help residents of public housing and federally-assisted rental housing developments obtain meaningful employment.
Res, No, 207 expresses the Council’s belief that the competitive grant program that would be run by HUD under this pilot program would create an opportunity for a broad array of entities, such as public housing agencies, community health centers, and home care provider organizations to apply to receive funds in order to train this new workforce of public housing residents and residents of other federally-assisted rental housing.  Based on these factors, Res. No. 207 expresses the Council’s belief that the United States Congress should enact H.R. 4224, the “Together We Care Act of 2009.” 
� See H.R. 4224, the “Together We Care Act of 2009,” available at http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c111:H.R.4224:
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