Int. No. 708

By Council Members Comrie, Fidler, Gonzalez, James, Koppell, Liu, Martinez, Nelson, Stewart and Gerson

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to rates for the towing of motor vehicles.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1. Section 20-509.1 and subdivisions 4 and 5 of paragraph b of section 20-518 of the administrative code of the city of New York ARE HEREBY REPEALED.

§ 2.  Section 20-509 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows: 


Rates. a. [Except as otherwise provided, charges ] Charges for the towing of disabled passenger vehicles from arterial roadways by arterial tow permittees authorized by the commissioner of transportation or the police commissioner, the towing of accident vehicles pursuant to section 20-518 of the administrative code, or the towing of stolen or abandoned vehicles or vehicles with certain alarm devices subject to removal pursuant to section 20-519 of the administrative code from the place where such vehicle is parked or disabled to a storage facility or auxiliary storage facility that is authorized by the commissioner shall not exceed [fifty] one hundred twenty-five dollars [for the first mile of fraction thereof and four dollars for each additional mile or fraction thereof;] provided, however, that where a motor vehicle has been booted by a person licensed pursuant to subchapter 32 of this chapter in a private lot as defined in paragraph 3 of subdivision b of section 20-531 of such subchapter and such vehicle is subsequently towed, no additional charge may be imposed for the towing of such vehicle.


b. If a person in charge of a vehicle, other than a police officer, requests that such vehicle be towed to a location other than an authorized storage or auxiliary storage facility, there shall be a flat fee of one hundred-twenty five dollars for the first fifteen miles and an additional charge of four dollars per mile or fraction thereof from the place where the vehicle is parked or disabled to the location where the vehicle is towed, provided, however, that such distance shall be measured on a route available for commercial vehicles from the place where such vehicle is parked or disabled to the location to which such vehicle is towed.


c. [Except as otherwise provided, charges] Charges for storage of a vehicle that is towed pursuant to [this section] sections 20-518 and 20-519 shall not exceed [fifteen] twenty-five dollars for each twenty-four hours or fraction thereof for the first three days of storage, and [seventeen] thirty-five dollars for the fourth day of storage and each day thereafter.


d. The commissioner may, by rule, authorize such additional charges for services necessary to prepare a vehicle for towing, including but not limited to charges for additional equipment or labor necessary for positioning a vehicle for towing, which in the judgment of the commissioner shall be fair and reasonable. In promulgating a rule pursuant to this subdivision, the commissioner shall consult with the tow advisory board.


e. (1) No tow truck operator shall require the payment of any fee or charge for towing and storage of a vehicle, or any fee or charge directly or indirectly to towing and storage of a vehicle, that is not specifically authorized by law or rule.


(2) No charge for the towing and storage of vehicles may be imposed by any person who does not have a license to engage in towing as required by this subchapter at the time that the towing and storage services are performed.

§ 3.  Subdivision 1 of paragraph c of section 20-519 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read: 

c. 1. [Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the towing company shall be entitled to charge the owner or other person claiming a vehicle that is suspected of having been stolen or abandoned or a vehicle with certain alarm devices subject to removal pursuant to section 24-221 of the code which was directed to be towed by the police department pursuant to this section and which is claimed before the end of the thirtieth day after such vehicle is removed by such towing company amounts not in excess of the following: seventy dollars for the towing of a vehicle registered at a weight of ten thousand pounds or less; one hundred and twenty-five dollars for the towing of a vehicle registered at a weight of more than ten thousand pounds; fifteen dollars per day for the first three days and seventeen dollars for the fourth day of storage and each day thereafter.] Upon the transfer of an unclaimed vehicle into the custody of the police department property clerk, the towing company shall be entitled to charge the police department amounts not in excess of the following: sixty dollars plus tolls for the towing of a vehicle suspected of having been stolen or abandoned, a vehicle that was blocking a private driveway and was removed pursuant to section 19-169 of the code or a vehicle with certain alarm devices that was removed pursuant to section 24-221 of the code, to a storage facility and subsequent transfer of such vehicle into the custody of such property clerk during the period of time specified in paragraph one of subdivision b of this section; five dollars per day for the first three days of storage of such vehicle and eight dollars for the fourth day of storage and each day thereafter, provided that in no event shall any towing company be entitled to charge the police department for storage charges incurred after the tenth day of storage. The towing company shall be entitled to charge the police department an amount not in excess of sixty dollars plus tolls for the towing of an evidence vehicle to a location designated by a police officer.


§ 4.   Paragraph a of section 19-169.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read:


a.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, where a licensed tow operator removes a vehicle because it is parked on private property in a manner inconsistent with posted instructions, and such removal is pursuant to a contract between the owner of the private property and the licensed tow operator for the removal of any such improperly parked vehicles, such tow operator may collect the following charges from the vehicle owner or other person in control of such vehicle, payable before the vehicle is released: up to but not more than [one hundred] one hundred twenty-five dollars for removal and the first three days of storage; up to but not more than [ten] thirty-five dollars per day for storage thereafter; except that no charge may be collected for removal or storage of a vehicle pursuant to this section by a person who is not licensed to engage in towing pursuant to subchapter thirty-one of chapter two of title twenty of this code.

§5.  This local law shall take effect sixty days after it shall have been enacted into law; provided that the commissioner may take any actions necessary prior to such effective date for the implementation of this local law including, but not limited to, promulgating rules. 
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