New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Legislative Service Number:
N/A, reintroduction
Prime Sponsor:
Council Member Susan Zhuang
Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the City of New York, in relation to exempting or partially exempting seniors and certain persons with disabilities from penalties for failing to remove snow or ice from sidewalks, crosswalks, curbs and other locations
Submitted by:
Council Member Susan Zhuang
Justification
Older adults and people with disabilities are often physically unable to clear snow from their property, and oftentimes can also not afford to hire someone to do it, living on a fixed income. It is unconscionable to fine them for not doing what they are physically unable to do. More than that, the city should be helping them.
The bill would require the Department of Sanitation to establish a program to assist seniors and persons with disabilities with snow removal from sidewalks abutting buildings such individuals own, lease or occupy. It would also reduce the fines by at least 50 percent for seniors and persons with disabilities who fail to remove snow from these sidewalks. 
For these reasons, I urge my colleagues to support this legislation.
