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	The Council of the City of New York

Finance Division

Preston niblack, Director

Fiscal Impact Statement
Proposed Intro. No: 655-A
Committee: Health


	Title: A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to animal shelters in the city of New York, to repeal section 17-801 in relation thereto, and to repeal and re-enact section 17-809.  

	Sponsors:
By Council Members Lappin, Brewer, Williams, Mark-Viverito, Vacca, Mendez, Chin, James, Koslowitz, Garodnick, Gonzalez, Dickens and Dromm.


	Summary of Legislation:   Proposed Intro. No. 655-A enhances the level and array of animal shelter and related services provided throughout New York City.  More specifically, Proposed Intro No. 655-A amends several sections of Chapter 8 of Title 17 of the Administrative Code, which pertains to animal shelters.  Major provisions of the legislation include: (a) repealing the requirement that there be a full service shelter in every borough; (b) mandating full service shelter locations in Manhattan, Brooklyn and Staten Island; (c) requiring full service shelters at the Brooklyn and Staten Island locations to operate 12 hours a day, seven days a week, and the Manhattan full service shelter to be open 24 hours a day, seven days a week; (d) mandating animal-receiving facilities in the Bronx and Queens and for these facilities to operate 12 hours a day, seven days a week; (e) requiring field services to pick up animals from all boroughs, seven days a week, 12 hours a day and at all hours when public health or safety is at risk; (f) mandating sterilization of companion cats permitted to roam outside the interior of the owner’s dwelling; (g) expanding the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene reporting requirements; (h) authorizing the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene to promulgate rules to register “trap, neuter, return” programs; and (i) amending the formula for making determinations in euthanizing animals held by Animal Care and Control (AC&C) facilities.  


	Effective Date: This legislation would take effect immediately after enactment.


	Fiscal Year In Which Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated:  2015


	Fiscal Impact Statement:

Effective FY12

FY Succeeding

Effective FY13

Full Fiscal

Impact FY13

Revenues (+)

$0

$0

$0

Expenditures (-) 

$909,519
$3,941,527

$3,941,527

Net

$909,519
$3,941,527

$3,941,527



	Impact on Revenues:  There is no direct impact on revenues in Fiscal 2012, nor in the outyears, resulting from the enactment of this legislation.  



	Impact on Expenditures:  AC&C is the City’s contracted animal shelter service provider.  As prescribed by this legislation, the City will begin to ramp up AC&C’s animal shelter and related services starting this fiscal year and plans to achieve full implementation by Fiscal 2015. The City has budgeted incremental funding increases over the next four fiscal years to phase-in these enhanced services.  A majority of the additional funds budgeted over the next four years will be directed toward hiring a total of approximately 100 new personnel to staff AC&C’s shelters, receiving sites and field services. The Fiscal 2012 funding increase for animal shelters combines at least $159,519 in revenue from the City’s Animal Population Control Fund and $750,000 in additional spending toward AC&C’s contract with the City. The Department of Health and Mental Hygiene anticipates contributing an additional $90,000 from the Fund, which would raise the total Fiscal 2012 budget increase to roughly $1 million. The additional Fiscal 2012 funds budgeted for AC&C will support staffing level increases and reimbursement for the provision of AC&C spay and neuter services.  The City expects the budget for animal shelters to top $11 million dollars by Fiscal 2013.  
The Animal Population Control Fund collects revenue generated by the sale of municipal dog licenses and is expected to grow over the next few years. However, it should be noted that the City can only baseline funds actually received, and therefore, cannot budget additional outyear collections based on any future Fund revenue projections.  Consequently, current outyear AC&C spending estimates exclude Fund contributions.


	Source of Funds To Cover Estimated Costs:
  City tax levy


	Sources of Information:
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene and the Mayor’s Office of Management and Budget


	Estimate Prepared By: 
Pamela Corbett, Legislative Financial Analyst

Latonia Mckinney, Deputy Director


City Council Finance Division



	History:  Int. 655 was introduced on August 17, 2011, and referred to the Committee on Health.  On September 9, 2011, the Committee on Health held a hearing on Int. 655 and the bill was laid over.  An amendment has been proposed, and on September 21, 2011, the Committee on Health will consider the amended bill, Proposed Int. 655-A and the legislation will be voted on by the Full Council on September 21, 2011.
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