New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced herein, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Res. No. 0341

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Williams

Bill Title:
Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.9342/S.8581, in relation to expanding eligibility for participation in the resilient retrofits loan and grant program and establishing a fund to support that program.

Submitted by:
Council Member Williams

Justification:
There are unsafe sewers in New York City communities. More support is sorely needed for private sewer repairs, cleanups, and upgrades. This measure will help protect the safety, financial stability, and housing security of homeowners, and uphold the rights of residents to a clean and healthy environment. NYC has historically invested less money and resources in Black, Brown, and immigrant communities, which now face greater risks of flooding and sewage backups. Queens residents consistently make the most backup calls to DEP of any borough, and in 2022 alone had over 4,000 backup complaints involving private sewer issues.
East Elmhurst has an area of about 35 homes on a public sewer line that faces chronic backups. Many residents have serious health issues like illnesses and infections, and many do not have insurance. Most could benefit from the installation of mechanisms like automatic backwater valves, which would cost $10k per home. Residents also currently cover the costs of cleaning and repairing flood damage, which can range up to $33k for a serious backup. Providing another $10k per home for various repairs, upgrades, and cleanup costs would make a massive difference. Total initial estimate of $700k. South Jamaica has a community of 20 homes connected on a failing private sewer line that needs frequent repair and maintenance (roughly $10k per year in total).
DEP has pledged to build a public line for this area within 3-4 years. Residents must make 'lateral' connections to the public line, which cost $15k per house, for a total estimate of $310k, and that money, many residents cannot and will not be able to afford. A.9342/S.8581 is one remedy with a compelling government interests that can and will alleviate parens patriae issues in addition to mitigating risks to public health in the region.
