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          1  ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: I'd like to

          3  reconvene the Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises.

          4  Joining me this morning are Council Members Eric

          5  Gioia, Mike McMahon and Al Vann.

          6                 The item that we are discussing this

          7  morning was the commonly referred to DUMBO project

          8  that has been laid over from a number of meetings.

          9                 I am pleased to inform the Committee

         10  that the developer Two Trees Management has

         11  withdrawn three of the applications, Land Use No.

         12  254, 255 and 256, which are the ones that were

         13  controversial, 38 Water Street, which was the

         14  building that would have interfered with the view of

         15  the Brooklyn Bridge.

         16                 However, we will vote on one other

         17  item in this application, which is Land Use No. 257,

         18  C030492 ZSQ, which is a separate application for 85

         19  Water Street, which is basically a use application

         20  special permit.

         21                 That application is supported by the

         22  community board and the Borough President.

         23                 In terms of the other three

         24  applications, we will actually approve a motion to

         25  file to withdraw.
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          1  ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2                 Just a couple of quick comments. This

          3  has been probably one of the most hotly debated

          4  applications before this Committee. Myself, Council

          5  Member David Yassky, was deeply involved, along with

          6  the Borough President and the Speaker Gifford

          7  Miller, a number of civic groups from the area and

          8  the community board had been in contact with my

          9  office almost on a daily basis, and I also

         10  appreciate Two Trees Management for working with the

         11  City Council in trying to accommodate the concerns

         12  of the community and eventually withdrawing this

         13  application.

         14                 Before I call on counsel to call the

         15  vote, I would just like to recognize the civic

         16  associations who were involved in this issue, the

         17  DUMBO Neighborhood Association, Fulton Ferry Landing

         18  Association, the Vinicka Hill Neighborhood

         19  Association (phonetic), the Brooklyn Heights

         20  Association, the Historic District Council, the

         21  Municipal Arts Society and the Society of Industrial

         22  Archeology.

         23                 Again, this is, in my opinion, a huge

         24  victory for the community. I appreciate Two Trees

         25  Management in withdrawing the application, because
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          1  ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2  it is important that while we do support development

          3  throughout the City, it is appropriate development.

          4                 With that, I will end my remarks and

          5  I ask counsel to call the roll.

          6                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Avella.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Aye.

          8                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          9  Gioia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes.

         11                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         12  McMahon.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: I would just

         14  request temporary leave to explain my vote, Mr.

         15  Chairman?

         16                 As you are well aware, and all the

         17  colleagues are well aware, there was a short period

         18  of time during which a firm with which my brother is

         19  associated represented the applicant in this matter.

         20  As soon as that became aware to me, I disclosed that

         21  to the Conflicts of Interest Board, and provided

         22  them full disclosure.

         23                 Upon their recommendation, the

         24  disclosure absolves me of any conflict of interest,

         25  other than to disclose that here today, as I do, and
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          2  accordingly vote yes.

          3                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          4  Vann.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          6                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          7  Katz.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: With the

          9  understanding, and I apologize for being late, Mr.

         10  Chair, that LU 254, 55, and 56, have been withdrawn,

         11  I vote aye on 257.

         12                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         13  Quinn.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I vote aye.

         15  Thank you.

         16                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

         17  at six in the affirmative, none in the negative, no

         18  abstentions, and it refers to the full Land Use

         19  Committee.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: And we will keep

         21  the vote open for a few minutes, there are other

         22  Council Members arriving.

         23                 This closes the meeting of the

         24  Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises.

         25                 (Hearing concluded at 11:00 a.m.)
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