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          1  COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

          2                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Hello. We're going

          3  to very quickly just get some information on the

          4  record.

          5                 My name is Christine Quinn, I chair

          6  the Council's Health Committee. And we're having two

          7  parts today; the Health Committee, which will be

          8  brief, and then a joint Committee of Health and

          9  Consumer Affairs.

         10                 So, the first hearing is not really a

         11  hearing. There's Intro. 700, which is a bill which

         12  will extend Local Law 1 of 2002. And for the record

         13  I am stating that Marjorie Cadogan of the Mayor's

         14  Office of Health Insurance Access has submitted

         15  testimony in support of the extension of Local Law 1

         16  of 2002. This is a law that was introduced by

         17  Council Member Eva Moskowitz, myself, Speaker Miller

         18  and others. Basically it requires that when the City

         19  of New York, an agency interacts with someone,

         20  delivers them service, that they present to that

         21  individual a pamphlet which summarizes all of the

         22  various free health insurance programs out there.

         23                 The point of this bill was and is,

         24  the extension of it, to get as much information out

         25  into the public as possible to try to help people
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          2  who are eligible for programs like Family Health

          3  Plus and Child Health Plus know about its existence,

          4  and the thinking being if you had one pamphlet with

          5  everything in it, you might be eligible for one part

          6  of it, but your neighbor or your cousin might be

          7  eligible for another part of it and you could then

          8  share it with them.

          9                 We'd like to think that this bill is

         10  part of what has helped us increase the enrollment

         11  rates in this area, which is important, of course,

         12  to the individuals and families who get coverage,

         13  but particularly also helpful to our Health and

         14  Hospitals Corporation, because then they don't end

         15  up footing the entirety of the bill for the health

         16  care of the uninsured.

         17                 We're joined at this point by members

         18  of the Health Committee, the Minority Leader Council

         19  Member James Oddo of Staten Island, Dr. Council

         20  Member Kendall Stewart of Brooklyn.

         21                 That is it for our hearing on Intro.

         22  700. An all-time record for a Health Committee

         23  hearing.

         24                 We are going to adjourn the Health

         25  Committee hearing and wait a few minutes for our
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          2  colleagues in Consumer Affairs to join us where we

          3  will then have a joint hearing on Intro. 708,

          4  introduced by Council Member David Yassky, a local

          5  law to amend the Administrative Code of the City of

          6  New York in relation to reducing no fault motor

          7  vehicle insurance fraud. And the first hearing is

          8  adjourned.

          9                 (The following written testimony was

         10  read into the record.)

         11

         12

         13  Written Testimony Of:

         14  Marjorie A. Cadogan

         15  Executive Director

         16  Mayor's Office of Health Insurance Access

         17  Intro 700: Extending Local Law 1 of 2002

         18

         19  October 28, 2005

         20

         21                 Local Law 1 of 2002 requires

         22  designated City Agencies to distribute information

         23  about public health insurance programs by making

         24  brochures available in person, by mail and over the

         25  internet. Since its passage three years ago, the
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          2  Mayor's Office of Health Insurance Access (MOHIA)

          3  has been responsible for developing the

          4  informational materials and monitoring City Agency

          5  participation. Of the 17 agencies mandated to

          6  provide access to public health insurance

          7  information, 12 currently do so by distributing the

          8  pamphlet and providing links to it on their web

          9  site, another 4 provide the pamphlet via the

         10  internet because the agencies do not provide

         11  applications for services and one agency, the Office

         12  of the City Clerk, makes the pamphlet available with

         13  marriage license applications.

         14                 It is our opinion that Local Law 1 of

         15  2002 has been effective in delivering public health

         16  insurance information to the people who need it, and

         17  we therefore support the removal of the law's sunset

         18  provision, as proposed in Intro 700. The Law has

         19  contributed to the dramatic growth in public health

         20  insurance enrollment that the City has experienced

         21  in recent years. In the past four fiscal years

         22  enrollment in the four major public health insurance

         23  programs has grown by 800,000. There are now 2.9

         24  million City residents now enrolled in the programs.

         25                 The work of MOHIA's HealthStat
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          2  Initiative, which involves 14 City agencies and 17

          3  health plans, is also enhanced by the availability

          4  of Local Law 1 brochures, which provide

          5  comprehensive information to individuals in seven

          6  languages.

          7                 HealthStat brings local visibility to

          8  the programs and provides face-to-face enrollment

          9  opportunities for potentially eligible residents.

         10  Examples of effective HealthStat enrollment venues

         11  include schools and day care centers,

         12  community-based events coordinated with the

         13  participation of the NYPD, many of the City's

         14  diverse places of worship, and most recently Staten

         15  Island Ferry terminals. Since January 2002,

         16  HealthStat's community outreach efforts have

         17  enrolled 271,000 people in public health insurance

         18  programs.

         19                 On behalf of the Mayor, I would like

         20  to thank you for the opportunity to express the

         21  Administration's support for Intro 700.

         22                 We believe the Local Law 1 brochure

         23  is a helpful tool for reaching those people eligible

         24  for public health insurance but not enrolled, and we

         25  look forward to a continued partnership with the
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          2  Council to improve access to health insurance and

          3  health care for all New York City residents.

          4                 (Hearing concluded at 1:15 p.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 31st day of October 2005.
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                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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