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PROPOSED INT. NO.  6-A:	By Council Members Avilés, Restler, Stevens, Gennaro, Gutiérrez, Hudson, Ung, Nurse, Abreu, Ayala, Cabán, Salaam, Williams, Sanchez, Ossé, Hanif and Won

TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to tenant education and outreach on residential vacate orders due to damage caused by fires

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:	Adds a new section 26-306


I. INTRODUCTION

On September 12, 2024, the New York City Council Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Pierina Sanchez, will hold a hearing to vote on Proposed Int. No. 6-A, sponsored by Council Member Alexa Avilés, in relation to tenant education and outreach on residential vacate orders due to damage caused by fires. The Committee on Housing and Buildings first heard Proposed Int. No. 6-A on February 29, 2024.

II. BACKGROUND
	When a building is issued a vacate order by the Department of Housing Preservation and Development (“HPD”), tenants may be displaced from their homes until the building is safe for occupancy. In order for the vacate order to be lifted, the building owner or their agent must file an application with the Department of Buildings (“DOB”) to make the necessary repairs, and thereafter HPD can inspect the building and remove the vacate order for tenants to return to the building.[footnoteRef:1] HPD provides temporary relocation services for these displaced individuals and families through HPD’s Emergency Housing Services (“EHS”) unit.[footnoteRef:2] The length of stay in these shelters can be for an extended period of time. For example, in the first four months of fiscal year 2024, the average length of stay for single adults in EHS emergency shelters was 592 days, the average length of stay for adult families was 464 days, and the average length of stay for families with children was 337 days.[footnoteRef:3]  [1:  New York City Department of Buildings, Vacate Order FAQs, available at https://www.nyc.gov/site/buildings/tenant/vacate-order-frequently-asked-questions.page; see also New York City Department of Housing Preservation and Development, Your Buildings Has a Vacate Order, What Happens Next, available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/hpd/downloads/pdfs/services/hpd-vacate-order-faqs.pdf. ]  [2:  New York City Department of Housing Preservation and Development, Emergency Housing Services, available at https://www.nyc.gov/site/hpd/about/emergency-housing-services.page; see also N.Y.C. Admin. Code § 26-301.]  [3:  Preliminary Fiscal 2024 Mayor’s Management Report, NYC Mayor’s Office of Operations, January 2024 available at: https://www.nyc.gov/assets/operations/downloads/pdf/pmmr2024/2024_pmmr.pdf, pg 337.] 


III. LEGISLATION
Proposed Int. No. 6-A

	Proposed Int. No. 6-A would require HPD, in consultation with the New York City Fire Department (“FDNY”) and DOB, to develop procedures to ensure that tenants of multiple dwellings are informed of the process for the issuance of residential vacate orders issued by HPD following a fire. HPD would be required to post a notice at the building and create a document to hand out at the site of a vacated building. The information provided in these materials would include information on tenants’ rights of occupancy, the responsibilities of landlords, how vacate orders are rescinded, and where to find additional resources. Written materials distributed by the HPD would be made available in the top ten languages most commonly spoken within New York City. 
	This local law would take effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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Proposed Int. No. 6-A

By Council Members Avilés, Restler, Stevens, Gennaro, Gutiérrez, Hudson, Ung, Nurse, Abreu, Ayala, Cabán, Salaam, Williams, Sanchez, Ossé, Hanif and Won

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to tenant education and outreach on residential vacate orders due to damage caused by fires
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


1

6

Section 1. Chapter 2 of title 26 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 26-306 to read as follows:
§ 26-306 Tenant education and outreach on residential vacate orders due to damage caused by fires. a. The department of housing preservation and development, in consultation with the fire department and department of buildings, shall develop procedures to notify tenants of dwelling units in multiple dwellings regarding the issuance of residential vacate orders by the department of housing preservation and development following a fire. Such procedures shall include, but need not be limited to, posting a notice at the site about how tenants can obtain relevant information and materials in each of the designated citywide languages, as defined in section 23-1101, including:
1. The housing information guide required pursuant to section 26-1102;
2. Information on what actions may constitute harassment, as defined in paragraph 48 of subdivision a of section 27-2004, in relation to the issuance of residential vacate orders; 
3. Information on the process for rescinding vacate orders issued by the department of housing preservation and development; and
4. Information on where tenants can find additional resources, including those that are available through the website of the department of housing preservation and development. 
b. The department of housing preservation and development shall designate a person on site to distribute copies of such notice to any tenants seeking additional information regarding the issuance of residential vacate orders by the department of housing preservation and development. Such copies shall be made available in each of the designated citywide languages, as defined in section 23-1101, either on site or through technology provided by the onsite designee, such as a quick response code or a near field communication tag, by which an individual with a properly equipped mobile device may directly access such notice.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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