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INTRODUCTION


On June 22, 2011, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 610, a Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to late fees at the parking violations bureau.  This legislation would not permit the Parking Violations Bureau from charging a late fee until at least thirty days after a guilty finding, where the person charged pleaded not guilty, so long as the person charged abided with all other Parking Violations Bureau provisions, such as by entering a timely plea. Those invited include Commissioner of Transportation Janette Sadik-Khan, and various civic groups and transportation advocates.  

BACKGROUND

The Department of Finance (“DOF”) is responsible for collecting City revenues efficiently and fairly.
 A motorist receiving a parking ticket has the right to challenge that ticket through a hearing by mail, a hearing by web, or a hearing-in person. The motorist must request a hearing within thirty days of receiving a parking ticket.


In New York City, the Parking Violations Bureau (“PVB”) is responsible for hearing challenges to parking summonses. The PVB is a division within the Department of Finance. Under current regulations if a ticket is upheld by an Administrative Law Judge is can begin to accrue additional fines. 


This bill amends current PVB regulations and specifies that additional penalties cannot begin to accrue until thirty days after parking ticket has been sustained by an Administrative Law Judge. 

ANALYSIS


Section 1 of Int. No. 610 would add a new subdivision c to section 19-207 of the Administrative Code.   This new subdivision would provide that no late fees be charged to a person who pleaded not guilty before the Parking Violations Bureau, but the charges were later sustained, until 30 days after such charges were sustained, contingent upon the person charged having abided by all other relevant Parking Violations Bureau provisions.  
Section 2 of Int. No. 610 would provide that this local law take effect 60 days following its enactment.
Int. No. 610
By Council Members Sanders and Williams.
A LOCAL LAW

..Title

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to late fees at the parking violations bureau.
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Section 19-207 of the administrative code of the city of New York  is amended by adding a new subdivision c to read as follows:


c. Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, no fees for a late payment to satisfy a judgment shall be issued by the bureau until at least thirty days have elapsed from the time that the bureau informs the person charged that the charges have been sustained, provided that such person charged has otherwise abided by the provisions of this chapter. 
§ 2. This local law shall take effect sixty days after its enactment into law.
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� “Preliminary Mayor’s Management Report” p. 179 (February, 2011) 


� This information was obtain from New York City Department of Finance: http://www.nyc.gov/html/dof/html/parking/park_tickets_dispute.shtml
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