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          1  ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: If everyone will

          3  sort of find a seat, I'd like to reconvene the

          4  Zoning and Franchises Subcommittee Meeting from the

          5  other day.

          6                 We had laid over the vote on the

          7  Harlem Hotel, Harlem Park issue, we, at the request

          8  of Council member, Council Member Perkins, we are

          9  going to be laying over the item once again til I

         10  think 9:00 on Wednesday, the day of session. But

         11  before I recess the meeting, I would like to call on

         12  Council Member Perkins, he had some comments to make

         13  about the application.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         15  very much, Mr. Chairman, for your cooperation. It's

         16  very much appreciated, not simply by myself, but the

         17  community that's involved. And in that regard, I

         18  want to for the record let you know that Community

         19  Board 11 is represented here by their District

         20  Manager and others, to reaffirm through me their

         21  opposition to the height of this project, and we are

         22  very much interested in supporting this project.

         23  Conceptually there is no problem with it.

         24                 However, there are problems as it

         25  relates to the height, the contextuality, and even
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          2  in some instances we know that there are those who

          3  believe it has zoning issues as a spot zoning and

          4  there are some legal discussions going on with

          5  regard to that as well.

          6                 So, I want to say that we are

          7  interested in continuing discussions in good faith

          8  with the developers.

          9                 We're optimistic that something can

         10  happen, and we will be diligent about trying to come

         11  to some consensus, some agreement in time for the

         12  next meeting of this Committee.

         13                 But I want to urge you to understand

         14  that this is a very, very significant project for

         15  this neighborhood.

         16                 At this point it's a 50-story

         17  building. Totally out of context with any other

         18  building as far as the eye can see north, south,

         19  east or west. The tallest building in that

         20  neighborhood, I have the privilege of residing in is

         21  35 stories high.

         22                 This would in effect put 20 more

         23  stories on top of that building. And it would be

         24  precedent-setting, and it also is taking place at

         25  the time when Community Boards 11, Boards 10,
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          2  elected officials and others are engaged with the

          3  Planning Commission in a zoning study,

          4  river-to-river zoning study, which inevitably never

          5  allow for anything of this type.

          6                 So, in effect this project is sort of

          7  jumping the gun, and I don't know if there is any

          8  neighborhood that would see itself embracing such a

          9  project which is so out of context.

         10                 You know, the Harlem, East Harlem

         11  Community sees itself as a village, as a very

         12  special village, with a special characteristic that

         13  have been very good for the City. As it is one of

         14  the highlights of our City, amongst other

         15  communities. And I think that people in the

         16  community are concerned about supporting

         17  development, but development that also maintains the

         18  character and the vision of the people in that

         19  community.

         20                 So, I want to thank you again, for

         21  this opportunity to speak, and I want to thank my

         22  other colleagues for their support in helping me get

         23  through this project, as well as the Land Use staff.

         24  Thank you.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you,
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          2  Council member.

          3                 And I will recess this meeting of

          4  Zoning and Franchises until next Wednesday, 9:00.

          5                 (Hearing recessed at 10:20 a.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 21st day of October 2004.
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