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Introduction

On October 29, 2003, the Committee on Sanitation, chaired by Council Member Michael E.  McMahon, and the Select Committee on Waterfronts, chaired by Council Member David Yassky, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 397.  Int. No. 397 would amend section 16-125 of the administrative code of the city of New York.
Section 16-125 of the administrative code of the city of New York allows the Commissioner of the Department of Sanitation (DoS) to authorize the dumping of snow and ice into the waters of the port of New York.  Proposed Int. No. 397 seeks to prohibit such actions.  If signed into law, this local law shall take effect immediately. 

Background


Historically, the City dumped varying amounts of snow into New York waters as part of its snow removal procedure.  No dumping into New York City waters is allowed without a permit from the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC), and the City secured such permits every winter.  In 1996 the City was hit with an especially strong snowstorm, and during the snow removal process, the public noticed snow sitting on the frozen rivers.  Along with the snow was trash as well as discolorations that indicated pollution.  After this public and media outcry, the City determined alternate ways of managing excess snow.  With the cooperation of the Department of Parks and Recreation, the City decided that for the rest of that winter and for any other snow emergencies, particularly when there is an exacerbated problem with pollution, snow would be piled in parks and vacant lots until such time that there was a snow melt and the garbage could be separated.  Likewise, when the snow melts on land, the runoff enters the sewer system and the pollutants are channeled through the City's wastewater treatment plants, minimizing pollution in the water bodies.
  In the spring of 1997, DoS entered into a voluntary agreement with DEC and committed to ending that practice unless emergency situations necessitate it to not dispose of snow in the water, instead letting it melt in parking lots and parks.
  The City also purchased ten snow melting machines that can melt 60 tons of snow per hour, and direct the water into the sewer system.


Despite this agreement, and the added capacity provided by the snow machines, on February 18th, 2003, after the blizzard, DEC issued emergency regulations allowing the dumping of snow into New York Waters off of Pier 35 in Manhattan, at the request of the City.   While it might be easier or more expedient to dump water into the river, it violates the spirit of the agreement made.  The hearing today will evaluate the need for the City to maintain the ability to use this tool, despite the determined consequences.

� Telephone Conference between Katie Schmid Policy Analyst, New York City Council, Select Committee on Waterfronts and  Andrew Willner, New York/New Jersey Baykeeper, , Inc. (October 21, 2003).





� Carvin, Eric, "City Snow Melters Finally Put to Work" Staten Island Advance (February 20, 2003).
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