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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Will

          3  the members please take their seats.

          4                 Roll call.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Abel.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Berman.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Boyland.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Carrion.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Clarke.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Cruz.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Dear.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: DiBrienza.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eisland.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eldridge.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Espada.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Fiala.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Fisher.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Foster.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Freed.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Golden.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Harrison.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Henry.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Koslowitz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Lasher.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Leffler.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Linares.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Lopez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Marshall.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: McCaffrey.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Michels.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Miller.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Nelson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Oddo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: O'Donovan.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Perkins.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Pinkett.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Povman.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Provenzano.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Quinn.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Reed.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Rivera.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Robinson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Robles.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Rodriguez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Sabini.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Spigner.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Stabile.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Warden.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Watkins.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: White.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Wooten.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Ognibene.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Speaker Mr.

          8  Vallone.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Here.

         10                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: A

         11  quorum is counted and present. Members, please rise

         12  and give your attention to Rabbi Jonathan Glass,

         13  Civic Center Synagogue.

         14                 RABBI GLASS: Men an women of the City

         15  Council, tomorrow begins the final month of the

         16  Jewish calendar. It is a time when it is appropriate

         17  to reflect upon our deeds and conduct of the

         18  previous eleven months. In light of the events of

         19  the recent past, it would seem that much reflection

         20  is indeed in order.

         21                 How have we become the kind of

         22  society where such raw violence becomes so

         23  commonplace? Therefore, it is my blessing that this

         24  meeting of the City Council become an occasion where

         25  the ills of society can be discussed and remedies be
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          2  promulgated. May we see this speedily in our days.

          3                 Amen.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: And while we are

          5  standing, we would also like to offer a prayer for

          6  the victims of the terrible incident that occurred

          7  in Los Angeles yesterday, the results of unreasoned

          8  racial and hatred and bias, our prayers go for the

          9  recovery of those who were injured and for the hope

         10  that somehow these kind of incidents will come to an

         11  end in our country.

         12                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         13  Council Member Freed, for the purpose of a motion.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Thank you,

         15  Rabbi Glass, and I move to spread the invocation in

         16  full upon the record.

         17                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         18  Without objections, so ordered.

         19                 Item number three, the adoption of

         20  minutes. I look to a motion from Council Member

         21  Abel.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: So moved.

         23                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         24  Without objections, so ordered.

         25                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None, sir.

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          4  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M557.

          6  Communication from the New York City Taxi and

          7  Limousine Commission, submitting its annual report.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Received, ordered,

          9  printed and filed.

         10                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         11  Petitions and communications.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M627.

         13  Communication from the City Council, submitting the

         14  name of Joey Jackson for the New York City Health

         15  and Hospitals Corporation.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Rules, Privileges

         17  and Elections.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M628.

         19  Communication from the City Council, submitting the

         20  name of Lorraine A. Cortes-Vazquez, for the Civilian

         21  Complaint Review Board.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Rules, Privileges

         23  and Elections.

         24                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Land

         25  Use Call-Ups.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M629. By the

          3  Speaker, Council Member Vallone, pursuant to rules

          4  of the Council and the Charter, unenclosed sidewalk

          5  cafe, 32-21 Broadway, Queens.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a Call-Up

          7  vote.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M630. By the

          9  Speaker, Council Member Vallone, pursuant to rules

         10  of the Charter, ULURP 990290PPQ shall be subject to

         11  Council review.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a Call-Up

         13  vote.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M631. By Council

         15  Member McCaffrey, pursuant to rules of the Charter,

         16  ULURP 990586 ZSM, shall be subject to Council

         17  review.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a Call-Up

         19  vote.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M632. By Council

         21  Member McCaffrey. Pursuant to rules of the Charter,

         22  unenclosed sidewalk cafe, 33-12 36th Avenue, Queens,

         23  shall be subject to Council review.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a Call-Up

         25  vote, and at this time I would ask for a roll call
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          2  on just the Call-Up, Land Use Call-Ups.

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Roll

          4  call, please.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Abel.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Boyland.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Clarke.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Dilan.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Eisland.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Eldridge.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Here.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Espada.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Fisher.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Freed.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Golden.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Henry.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Koslowitz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Lasher.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Leffler.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Linares.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Lopez.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: McCaffrey.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Michels.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Nelson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Oddo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: O'Donovan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Perkins.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Pinkett.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Povman.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Provenzano.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Quinn.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reed.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Rivera.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Robinson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Robles.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Rodriguez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Sabini.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Spigner.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Stabile.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Warden.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            15

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Watkins.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Wooten.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Eisland.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK:  Rivera.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Harrison.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Lasher.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Lopez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reed.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Watkins.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: White.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Ognibene.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Speaker, Mr.
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          2  Vallone.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: By a

          5  vote of 38 in the affirmative, none in the negative,

          6  the Land Use items are referred to the appropriate

          7  Committees.

          8                 Item number eight, Communication from

          9  the Speaker.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Yes, at this time we

         11  have some introductions to be made by, first of all,

         12  by Council Member Marshall. We have some young

         13  people here she would like to introduce to us.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Thank you,

         15  Mr. Speaker.

         16                 In the front of the room you see

         17  youngsters sitting on the front row. They have been

         18  doing a very special task for this summer. They have

         19  been washing away graffiti and painting over

         20  graffiti, and as they move around in the community

         21  they are certainly looked at as the great warriors

         22  and the great champions for our community.

         23                 I would like to introduce them. They

         24  are all New York City high school and college

         25  students and they are doing an excellent job, and in
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          2  this excruciating heat it was really rough being out

          3  there, but they were there, and as I call their

          4  name, I would like them just to stand up.

          5                 Freddie Abadao.

          6                 Yes, give them applause, this will

          7  never, ever happen to them again.

          8                 Juan Chiciza. Lionel Harris Spence.

          9  Tiran Hope. Freddie Flores. Sean Milton. Prince

         10  Milton. And the two young ladies, Tiesha Alexis, and

         11  Yvette Warham, who are working in our office.

         12                 Also with me are two other members of

         13  my staff, and that is Roseann Mohammad, who is in

         14  the back, and Sharon Anderson who is my Chief of

         15  Staff. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Helen.

         17  And I look forward to a very productive tour on our

         18  Summer Employment Program.

         19                 Also, for the purposes of

         20  introduction, Council Member Robles.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Mr. Speaker,

         22  my colleagues, I have the honor, and I thank my

         23  colleagues for giving me this honor, on today's

         24  calendar and during the general discussion we will

         25  be joining my colleague, Council Member Margarita
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          2  Lopez in introducing a resolution and that will be

          3  discussed at the proper time.

          4                 However, we have distinguished

          5  visitors in the chamber, which I am honored, I guess

          6  because I am not maybe in age but the senior member,

          7  but today we have some visitors from the

          8  Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and one is Roberto

          9  Ravin (phonetic), who is the spokesperson for the

         10  Rescue and Development of Vieques, and also we have

         11  Ramon Figueroa, who is the Coordinator of all Puerto

         12  Ricans with Vieques.  And for those who don't know

         13  what Vieques, or where it is at, Vieques is a

         14  municipality of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and

         15  unfortunately there are tragedies happening there,

         16  and like I said, Mr. Speaker and my colleagues, I

         17  first want to welcome our brothers from Puerto Rico

         18  to the Chamber and later on during general

         19  discussion I and many others will join my colleague

         20  Council Member Margarita Lopez to educate you about

         21  the Island called Vieques, which is part of the

         22  municipality of the commonwealth of Puerto Rico,

         23  part of the United States of America.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Please stand up so

         25  we can acknowledge you.
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          2                 Also for the purpose of introduction,

          3  Council Member Eldridge.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Thank you.

          5                 I would like to introduce two women.

          6  One, Joyce Linn, who was the first woman elected to

          7  the St. Louis City Council, and she is now a

          8  Director of the Labor Heritage Foundation in

          9  Washington, where she is living with her husband

         10  John Linn, who is the President of the International

         11  Union of Bricklayers and Allied Craftsworkers, and

         12  her granddaughter, Veronica Wolff, who I think still

         13  lives in St. Louis and is here for a short visit.

         14                 So, thank you very much for coming.

         15  And I think she is very pleased to see the number of

         16  women in this Chamber.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Joining Council

         19  Member Robles, we have Council Member Margarita

         20  Lopez and Council Member Jose Rivera.

         21                 Margarita Lopez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I just want to

         23  welcome my brothers and sisters who are here from

         24  Puerto Rico, because it is a very serious matter,

         25  what is going on with our lives there on that
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          2  Island, when the Navy occupied a little tiny island

          3  that is no bigger than 33,000 acres, and the Navy

          4  has been bombarding that island for over 40 years,

          5  and it is time for them to get out. And I want to

          6  tell them that we are very sorry that this has gone

          7  on but it is coming very soon to be stopped. And

          8  today I am introducing a resolution that I am asking

          9  all of you to sign on it, because even the President

         10  of the United States is calling for a Committee to

         11  investigate this in order to remove the Navy from

         12  that island.

         13                 Thank you. And have a good summer in

         14  here, brothers.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you,

         16  Margarita.

         17                 Jose, did you want to add something.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you, Mr.

         19  Speaker. I also join all of my colleagues in

         20  welcoming these youngsters into this historical

         21  chambers, and also the guests that are behind the

         22  youngsters into this chambers.

         23                 I would like to share the following:

         24  After today's meeting I will be driving over to JFK,

         25  and in the next day or so I will be joining the
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          2  Reverend Jessie Jackson and we are going on what you

          3  can identify as a fact-finding mission, perhaps more

          4  than that. We are very well aware of what is

          5  happening in Vieques. The population is sandwiched

          6  in between the other part of the Island that are

          7  being used as target practice, where unfortunately

          8  this past 19th of April a civilian from Vieques lost

          9  his life because of a mistake in the bombing target

         10  area. And I look forward to, when I get back to

         11  share with all of our colleagues, what it is that we

         12  find in Vieques. But I would like to remind, or

         13  share with everyone, never in the history of Puerto

         14  Ricans in this City, never in the history of Puerto

         15  Ricans in Puerto Rico, from the Governor to

         16  everybody else, the three different parties in

         17  Puerto Rico have joined hands in requesting

         18  President Clinton to ask the United States Navy to

         19  look for another site to practice their bombing and

         20  other military maneuvers.

         21                 So, I want to thank you, my

         22  colleagues, Mr. Speaker, in welcoming Bob Coverto

         23  Ravin (phonetic), by the way, no relationship to the

         24  former Prime Ministers from Israel, the late

         25  Minister Ravin, but nonetheless, good members of the
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          2  Puerto Rican Community in Puerto Rico, and a Jewish

          3  Puerto Rican at that. In case anybody was wondering,

          4  if there were Jewish Puerto Ricans, we have them

          5  all. They are all in Puerto Rico. Just visit and you

          6  will see them.

          7                 Thank you very much.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Council

          9  Member.

         10                 Council Member Dilan.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Thank

         12  you, Mr. Speaker.

         13                 I rise to join my colleagues, Lopez,

         14  Robles and Rivera in welcoming our guests from

         15  Vieques, and I also want to indicate that I recently

         16  returned from a trip to Puerto Rico where I observed

         17  many demonstrations, especially at Old San Juan, in

         18  regard to the issue of Vieques. And the one thing

         19  that I want to say is that, all of the people of

         20  Puerto Rico are united on this issue, especially the

         21  three political parties in Puerto Rico which very

         22  rarely are united on any issue, and this is an item

         23  where all of the people of Puerto Rico want the

         24  bombing of Vieques to stop, they have tolerated it

         25  now for 60 years, and it is time that the Navy does
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          2  leave Vieques. This is not an anti-American issue,

          3  it is an issue of abuse that has to stop and the

          4  people of Vieques will not tolerate that.

          5                 And also they want us here in the

          6  mainland to join them in this effort. I would like

          7  to thank them for their efforts, and I also rise to

          8  welcome and introduce a new member to my staff, a

          9  person who has been very active in our communities

         10  for many, many years, Ms. Wilma Carthan (phonetic).

         11                 Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Council

         13  Member.

         14                 Council Member Guillermo Linares.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Thank you,

         16  Mr. Speaker. I also stand to join my colleagues in

         17  welcoming the delegations that we have here today

         18  that were introduced by Council Member Eldridge. The

         19  young people that have worked and are now with us,

         20  you represent the future, and I also would like to

         21  add my voice to welcome you to this City Council.

         22                 But in particular, I would like to,

         23  as a Caribbean-born Dominican American, that have a

         24  long history of struggle with the neighboring Island

         25  of Puerto Rico, and a heritage of struggle has made
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          2  both islands in partnership with struggle along with

          3  Cuba, I would like to welcome the delegation and to

          4  say that Dominicans both in the island, as well as

          5  Haitians in the Island that have shared the struggle

          6  of the Caribbean and Dominican-Americans here in New

          7  York City and the United States stand with you, the

          8  people of Puerto Rico, to make sure that action is

          9  taken finally by the U.S. Government with regards to

         10  Vieques.

         11                 In 1992, this Council passed a

         12  resolution calling on the President to free the 21

         13  Puerto Rican political prisoners, and today we are

         14  moving to urge the president, as members of the

         15  Caucus, to grant amnesty to those prisoners that

         16  have been held for too long in our prisons.

         17                 So, I would like to conclude at this

         18  point, as well, in introducing two young ladies that

         19  have worked with me as interns this summer, and they

         20  are here today. Jessica Morales, and Sophe Morell,

         21  whose birthday is today as a matter of fact, are

         22  here in the back and I would just like to introduce

         23  them.

         24                 They worked with us in the summer,

         25  experiencing what it is like to work as a
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          2  legislative body, serving the people of New York,

          3  and I would like them to stand in the back.

          4                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you.

          6                 Council Member Rodriguez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Thank you,

          8  Mr. Speaker.

          9                 I also stand on the same issue. I

         10  want to welcome Ramon Figueroa and Roberto Ravin. I

         11  just came from Puerto Rico last week and much like

         12  New York City, I guess, the political parties in

         13  Puerto Rico are very divided usually. This is an

         14  issue that hasn't allowed that to happen because of

         15  the great injustice that has happened in this tiny

         16  island. Just recently, Darit Sonez (phonetic), an

         17  American citizen, got killed by the Navy because of

         18  an attack. They weren't attacked, but they were

         19  having practices and there was an accident, and this

         20  island is a tiny piece of land in the Caribbean of

         21  people that really want to just go about their lives

         22  and the American military has resisted moving out of

         23  that space. And when I first got back from Puerto

         24  Rico last Thursday, one of the first things I did

         25  was to call up the legislative office and say I want
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          2  to introduce a resolution, and actually I was happy

          3  to see that it was already introduced, and as you

          4  can see, my name is the fourth name on there, which

          5  means people had thought about it before I got back.

          6  It is an important issue.

          7                 We need to let everyone know that the

          8  people of Puerto Rico have said time an time again

          9  we are here for the American military and we have

         10  come forward and we have stood up and we have fought

         11  in every war. The people of Puerto Rico have always

         12  been good American citizens, but on this issue they

         13  are saying we do not want to be hostages of our own

         14  island. We do not want you to do things on our

         15  island that we do not approve of. And for this

         16  reason, I think that all of my colleagues should

         17  look at this resolution and say this is a resolution

         18  we can support and I hope it gets through the

         19  Council quickly and I hope we vote on it quickly.

         20                 Thank you very much.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Okay, on a point of

         22  clarification by Council Member Jose Rivera.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Very quickly.

         24  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to share the

         25  following:
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          2                 When Council Member Guillermo Linares

          3  touched on another issue that we are united, and

          4  that is the political prisoners that are held in

          5  jail, in jails in this country, I would like to add

          6  that as we are speaking right now, the

          7  recommendation for the Department of Justice has

          8  called for 11 of them to be released. We are still

          9  saying that in the name of reconciliation within the

         10  Puerto Rican community here, Puerto Ricans in Puerto

         11  Rico and our relationship, special relationship with

         12  the United States, these people are not common

         13  criminals and we are asking for all of them to be

         14  released.

         15                 We thank the Department of Justice

         16  and I would like to especially thank the Speaker

         17  Peter Vallone, because in 1992 this body was the

         18  first legislative body in this country that dared to

         19  stand up and recognize that there were men and women

         20  in prison simply because they also want to see

         21  Puerto Rico free and that is it.

         22                 So, I just wanted to share that. The

         23  recommendation is for the release of 11, but we want

         24  all of 15 to be released.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Council

          3  member.

          4                 Now, the next Council Member who

          5  wanted to be recognized for the purpose of

          6  introduction doesn't know that I am about to do

          7  this, but I think we ought to all recognize her,

          8  because I have before me an official communication

          9  from the Chancery of the Orders of the Societies of

         10  Honor, from the Office of the Prime Minister of

         11  Jamaica, which is officially appointing Una Clarke

         12  as a member of the Order of Distinction in the rank

         13  of Commander, in recognition of her distinguished

         14  service.

         15                 Now, if Jamaica was still under

         16  British rule, this would be equivalent to a

         17  Knighthood and we would have to address her as Lady

         18  Clarke or Dom Clarke, but I present to you our new

         19  Commander, Una Clarke.

         20                 Una.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you, Mr.

         22  Speaker.

         23                 Let me just say to my colleagues, I

         24  am extremely pleased to have the dual citizenship

         25  that has earned me the humble right to accept from
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          2  the government and people of Jamaica this honor.

          3                 I am extremely pleased that

          4  throughout my life I have always tried to be a good

          5  ambassador for that nation, because I recognize that

          6  when people meet me, they meet a piece of that

          7  island and the way in which I deport and carry

          8  myself, it says a lot about the nation that gave me

          9  birth. And to my adopted country, North America,

         10  that has made me and educated me to be able to sit

         11  in this body, with all of the distinguished

         12  colleagues that I have, I say that this is what

         13  America is and that America will continue to be. And

         14  so when we see the hate-mongers, the race-mongers,

         15  we recognize that this is a country that embraces

         16  all people and allows us to exercise and to be a

         17  part of and to make a contribution to this country.

         18  I am pleased to have a mother land and a father

         19  land.

         20                 I ask to be recognized prior to your

         21  having me, my heart racing about this honor from

         22  Jamaica, but Jamaica 37 years ago started in the

         23  Caribbean a whole series of events that occurred

         24  when our nations became independent. Jamaica became

         25  independent on August 6th, and Trinadad and Tobago
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          2  became independent on August 18th of the same year.

          3  They celebrate this year their 37th anniversary of

          4  independence. We were to present to the Consul

          5  General and members of the community a proclamation

          6  today, he got ill at Jamaica's Independent

          7  Celebration just last Saturday night, not because he

          8  ate too much or drank too much, but the excitement

          9  of what they are about to do this Saturday night,

         10  and so their proclamation from the City Council will

         11  be presented at their dinner at the Marriot Hotel,

         12  but I want to recognize members of the Trinidad and

         13  Tobago community that is here, all registered

         14  nurses, retired. And I told them since they made the

         15  trip to City Hall to celebrate their independence,

         16  they should remain and see how government works, and

         17  so they are all here.

         18                 May I ask you all to stand from the

         19  wonderful 40th District that allows me to represent

         20  you, and now to congratulate you on the 37th

         21  Anniversary of Independence.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Another introduction

         23  from Council Member Tracy Boyland.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

         25  Mr. Speaker.
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          2                 I rise again to discuss the same

          3  issue that I have been discussing for the last year,

          4  which is prostate cancer. We are moving forward now,

          5  thanks to the help of the Speaker, Mr. Peter

          6  Vallone, Bruce Bender, Herb Berman and a number of

          7  other people, to pull together a pamphlet, a

          8  brochure that will be disseminated to every Council

          9  Member and every medical facility within New York

         10  City, which is dedicated to prostate cancer, breast

         11  cancer and asthma in Central Brooklyn. As today we

         12  are going to look at the legislation that is going

         13  to be pushed forward by my colleague Bill Perkins,

         14  to discuss rodents within our City, we find more and

         15  more over that asthma is carried by rodents,

         16  especially in our communities and communities of

         17  color, that we have to deal with this issue, and I

         18  rise today to address that and to keep us vigilant

         19  to health issues that concern New York City, not

         20  just Brooklyn, New York, and the 41st District, but

         21  also in the City of New York.

         22                 And also I want to bring a salute to

         23  Wilma Carthan (phonetic) who is from Brownsville,

         24  Brooklyn, New York, that has been in the forefront

         25  of Ocean Hill and the forefront of the awakening of

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            32

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  what is happening in Brooklyn, from the beginning,

          3  with my uncle, Thomas, to my dad, Frank Boyland, and

          4  to now me, and Martin Dilan, we thank you and salute

          5  you for coming, Ms. Carthan.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: I believe that

          7  concludes the introductions.

          8                 I would like to have all of my

          9  colleagues join me, based upon what happened

         10  yesterday, and many of us have already spoken out

         11  about the kind of hatred that still exists

         12  throughout the world and unfortunately in our

         13  country which would lead any deranged person to

         14  attempt to murder little children or anyone, this is

         15  a matter of extreme concern to all of us in this

         16  great country of ours and as a legislature of the

         17  greatest City in this country and the world, I ask

         18  you to join with me that I will send on our official

         19  stationary to the Council of Los Angeles, a letter

         20  expressing the outrage that we all feel as to this

         21  event, our prayers to the victims and for their

         22  quick recovery, apprehension of the person or

         23  persons responsible, and our solidarity with our

         24  brothers and sisters in Los Angeles, as we stand

         25  with them in condemnation of all forms of racial
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          2  hatred and violence that leads to these inexplicable

          3  acts of horror.

          4                 So, that I would ask as part of my

          5  time, for those of you who agree, that wish to join

          6  in this letter that I will send on our official

          7  stationary to please indicate by saying aye.

          8                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Anyone opposed?

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Then we will

         12  unanimously express our outrage and our solidarity

         13  with the citizens and people of Los Angeles and with

         14  right-thinking people all over this country and the

         15  world in condemning this senseless violence.

         16                 Thank you very much. That concludes

         17  my comments and we move on now to Discussion of

         18  General Orders.

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Any

         20  member wishing to may now discuss any item, for two

         21  minutes, any item on today's general order calendar.

         22                 Okay, moving now on to Report of

         23  Special Committees.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None, sir.

         25                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:
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          2  Report of Standing Committees.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Report of the

          4  Committee on Economic Development. Intro. 609, a

          5  local law to extend the industrial and commercial

          6  incentive program.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: That is coupled on

          8  general order.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

         10  Committee on Finance.

         11                 Resolution 937. Preconsidered.

         12  Authorizing a sale of clothing tax exemption for the

         13  week of September 1st, 1999, and January 15th, 2000.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK:  Resolution 938.

         16                 Preconsidered.  Authorizing an

         17  application for state assistance payments for a

         18  local waterfront revitalization project.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 511 and

         21  Companion Resolution 950. Preconsidered. West Side

         22  special housing development fund corporation, west

         23  74th Street.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            35

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Committee on Land Use.

          3                 LU 512 and companion resolution 951.

          4  Preconsidered ULURP, 850359B ZMQ, zoning restrictive

          5  area, Queens.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Approved with

          7  modifications and referred to City Planning

          8  Commission, pursuant to Rule 11.20(b) of our rules

          9  and 197-(d) of the Charter.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 455 and

         11  Companion Resolution 952. UDAAP 19995432 HAK, 785

         12  Howard Avenue, Brooklyn.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 477 and

         15  Companion Resolution 953. Landmark Preservation

         16  designation 331 East 10th Street, Manhattan.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: That is coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 487 and

         19  Companion Resolution 954, Landmark Preservation

         20  Commission designation, 151 Avenue B, Manhattan.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 488 and

         23  Companion Resolution 955. Landmark Preservation

         24  Commission designation, 165-11 Jamaica Avenue,

         25  Queens.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 489 and

          4  companion resolution 956. Landmark Preservation

          5  Commission designation, 249 Center Street, Staten

          6  Island.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 502 and

          9  companion resolution 957. Authorizing the Mayor for

         10  the installation of franchises for telecommunication

         11  equipment.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

         14  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         15                 M627, and companion resolution 958.

         16  Preconsidered. Approving the designation to the

         17  Mayor of Joey Jackson of the Bronx, as a member of

         18  the New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: A motion to rules,

         20  coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M628 and

         22  Companion Resolution 959. Resolution approving the

         23  designation to the Mayor for appointment of Lorraine

         24  A. Cortes-Vazquez, as a member of the Civilian

         25  Complaint Review Board.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Motion to rules,

          3  coupled.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          5  General order calendar.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 486 and

          7  Companion Resolution 960. ULURP C980713 PPR,

          8  City-owned properties, Staten Island.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 291-A. An

         11  amended local law in relation to family child care

         12  services.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Laid over again.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 586. A

         15  local law, approving the application of Midwood

         16  Wheels, Inc., base station license.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Resolution

         19  appointment various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         21                 We are going to have one add-on.

         22  There was one Land Use matter that has to be on for

         23  Call-Up that I am about to add to give each person a

         24  supplementary sheet, so if you just stay in your

         25  seats for one minute, we will get it over to you.
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          2                 This is M633. A call-up by Council

          3  Member Fisher. It is LU 516 -- oh, I am sorry, that

          4  is the wrong number.

          5                 All right, M633, and it is zoning

          6  number, application number, 9990091 PQK, that is 50

          7  Washington Street, Block 37, Lot 1, Borough of

          8  Brooklyn, Council District 33, being called up for

          9  review by Council Member Fisher.

         10                 Is there any objection to this being

         11  added onto the calendar?

         12                 Having no objection, we will add it

         13  on and make that part of our roll call.

         14                 Thank you very much.

         15                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: On

         16  today's general order calendar, may I have a roll

         17  call, please?

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dear.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Can I be excused

          4  to explain my vote?

          5                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

          6  Council Member Dear.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: First of all, I

          8  just want to add my words of support to the Speaker

          9  on what happened in California, and I think we

         10  should look at something about these hate groups,

         11  how they are starting, and maybe it is time that the

         12  government take a stronger look and a harder look

         13  into some of these groups, and somehow to get into

         14  them and finding out before they strike, maybe we

         15  could do some preventive strike to stop them from

         16  continuing this hate. Because no matter what we do,

         17  we can never stop this, we will never know where

         18  will be next, so we could protect ourselves so much

         19  and we have to put a stop to it because it is just

         20  frightening.

         21                 I also would like to congratulate

         22  ourselves for moving ahead and helping the consumer

         23  by giving that week of tax exemption, taxes during

         24  the week of September 1st through 7th and January

         25  15th. I am just sorry that the State legislators
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          2  have decided to move this up another three months

          3  and will hurt the consumer once again. I would hope

          4  that maybe they could reconsider and let's give back

          5  the money into the consumer's pocket. I vote aye on

          6  all coupled general orders.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dilan.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: May I be

         11  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         12                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         13  Certainly, Council Member Eisland.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: I just would

         15  like to point out to everybody there are two

         16  outstanding nominees to two different boards from

         17  the Bronx that we are going to be voting on today or

         18  we are in the middle of voting on, the first being

         19  Lorraine Cortes-Vazquez, who is not only well-known

         20  but extraordinarily accomplished in both the

         21  government, political, and not-for-profit world, and

         22  she has a marvelous history, particularly of being

         23  tough and fair and bringing different diverse groups

         24  together and I believe that on behalf of the Bronx

         25  she will make an outstanding member of the Civilian
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          2  Complaint Review Board.

          3                 We are also nominating Joey Jackson

          4  to serve as our designee to the New York City Health

          5  and Hospital Corporation. He is an activist in the

          6  Bronx, an outstanding member of the -- as a matter

          7  of fact, vice chair of the local community board and

          8  numerous other groups, and I just wanted to wish

          9  them both well and congratulate them and

         10  enthusiastically vote aye for both of them and for

         11  all coupled general orders.

         12                 I would also like permission to vote

         13  on the Land Use Call-Ups as well, which I vote aye.

         14                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         15  Continue the roll call.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eldridge.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: I am voting,

         18  first of all I would like to add my name to my

         19  colleagues about bringing peace back to the Island

         20  of Vieques, which is a lovely island and a beautiful

         21  sea next to the beautiful Island of Puerto Rico. I

         22  think it is very important that all of us support

         23  this issue.

         24                 I would like to also vote no on

         25  Intro. 609. We had a hearing yesterday on the
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          2  continuation of the ICIP, and although most this

          3  program is designed to encourage development and

          4  increase employment, and a good high percentage of

          5  the projects that are funded are outside of

          6  Manhattan, we still are offering over $28 million of

          7  tax assistance to businesses south of 23rd Street in

          8  Manhattan, and that seems to me to prove there must

          9  be new lines drawn and that people south of 93rd,

         10  south of 23rd Street, developing projects,

         11  renovating buildings, do not need to do it with the

         12  city's tax revenues with the rents that they are

         13  paying. Otherwise, I vote yes on all other general

         14  coupled orders.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         17  Continue the roll call.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: I would like

         20  to vote no on M627 and Reso 958, yes on all others.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Harrison.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: I vote no on

          7  Intro. 609 and yes on all others.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Koslowitz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Marshall.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Aye on all,

         24  except 609 I vote no.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Nelson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Perkins.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Pinkett.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: No on 609,

         11  yes on all others.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Provenzano.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Quinn.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: No, on Intro

         18  609. Yes on all other coupled general orders.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rivera.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Yes on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Yes on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Sabini.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

          8                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Aye

          9  on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Stabile.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: I would like

         12  to be excused to speak on Reso 623.

         13                 623 is a bill that I asked my

         14  colleagues to sign onto because it is one for the

         15  good guys, for the home owners. When the City comes

         16  along and plants trees in our neighborhoods, they

         17  don't ask us which type of trees or what other type

         18  of trees they are planting, they plant trees --

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         20  Council Member, that is not an item appropriate to

         21  the roll call.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Okay. So then

         23  I vote aye on all, and I have to wait until the end.

         24                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         25  Continue the roll call.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Watkins.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rivera.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker, Mr.

         17  Vallone.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: All

         20  coupled general orders are adopted by a vote of 42

         21  in the affirmative, none in the negative, without

         22  any abstentions, with the exception Intro. 609, 36

         23  in the affirmative, six in the negative.

         24                 M627 with companion resolution 920,

         25  41 affirmative, one negative, no abstentions.
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          2                 Introduction and reading of bills.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Okay, at this time I

          4  would ask that the bills be referred to the

          5  committees as indicated, with the exception of those

          6  on for immediate consideration.

          7                 Starting off with Resolution 939 by

          8  Council Member Dear, denouncing the United Nations'

          9  decision to hold the opening session of the annual

         10  General Assembly debate on Judaism's holiest day,

         11  Yom Kippur, and to support United States President

         12  William Jefferson Clinton's decision to delay his

         13  remarks to the United Nations General Assembly's

         14  annual debate until after the Yom Kippur holiday.

         15                 Council Member Dear.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: I waive the

         17  reading and ask for immediate consideration.

         18                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         19  Council Member Dear, sponsor of Resolution 939,

         20  waives the reading and requests immediate

         21  consideration. Are there any objections?

         22                 Hearing none, all in favor?

         23                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         24                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         25  Opposed?
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          2                 The resolution is adopted.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Resolution 944, by

          4  Council Member Linares. Condemning all publicly

          5  displayed advertisements that attack immigration to

          6  the United States.

          7                 Council Member Linares.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: I waive the

          9  reading and ask for immediate consideration.

         10                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         11  Council Member Linares, the prime sponsor of

         12  Resolution 944, waives its reading and requests

         13  immediate consideration.

         14                 Are there any objections?

         15                 All in favor?

         16                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         17                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         18  Opposed?

         19                 So ordered. Let the record show there

         20  are two no votes.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Two no votes.

         22                 Resolution 948 by Council Member

         23  Robinson, acknowledging the Middle Passage Monument

         24  Project, which is organizing a series of

         25  commemorative ceremonies to pay tribute to the
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          2  millions of Africans who perished during the

          3  Atlantic slave trade.

          4                 Council Member Robinson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: I waive the

          6  reading and ask for immediate consideration.

          7                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          8  Council Member Robinson, the prime sponsor of 948

          9  waives its reading and requests immediate

         10  consideration.

         11                 Are there any objections?

         12                 Hearing none, all in favor?

         13                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         14                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         15  Opposed?

         16                 So ordered.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: The concludes the

         18  immediate considerations, and Council Members, now

         19  feel free to speak about any matter in which they

         20  wish.

         21                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         22  Council Member Ognibene.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Thank you,

         24  Mr. Public, Acting Public Advocate.

         25                 We all know that it is a difficult
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          2  job in dealing often with the Mayor's Office, but

          3  the Mayor has a wonderful staff in its Legislative

          4  Affairs Office that always is very accommodating and

          5  tries to do the best to ensure that we have our

          6  agenda go forward, and while we are happy at this

          7  time, we are also sad because two members of that

          8  staff will be leaving, one to the private sector, to

          9  a company by the name of Pornado, and one is going

         10  on to the State Department, Federal State

         11  Department.

         12                 Yes, come on out, ladies.

         13                 Lisa Feinstein is going to Pornado

         14  and Valerie Ownes will be leaving us to go to the

         15  State Department. So, I would like to give them a

         16  wonderful round of applause, they have really done a

         17  great job and we are going to miss them.

         18                 We are going to miss you. Good luck.

         19  Congratulations and good luck, ladies.

         20                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         21  Council Member Fisher.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Thank you very

         23  much.

         24                 Mr. Presiding Officer, my colleagues,

         25  the Speaker has already conveyed the outrage of the
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          2  Council over the shooting in Los Angeles, for those

          3  members who are able to and would like to

          4  participate in a press conference scheduled by the

          5  American Jewish Congress, that will be held at 3:30

          6  today at 15 East 84th Street in Manhattan. And the

          7  Speaker, on behalf of the Council, and I on behalf

          8  of the Jewish Legislators Network of the American

          9  Jewish Congress invite all members who would like to

         10  attend.

         11                 The principle focus of the press

         12  conference, in addition to denouncing the terrible

         13  tragedy in Los Angeles, will also be to call on the

         14  New York State Legislature, particularly the State

         15  Senate, to pass the long overdue hate crimes

         16  legislation to address crimes like this.

         17                 My colleagues, I want to add just one

         18  other thing in the brief time remaining. Under fire

         19  again, more than literally true, in the time since

         20  our meeting started, the FBI, as you may have known,

         21  has apprehended the gunman in this case. He said he

         22  went there to shoot Jews. He went to shoot Jews

         23  because he wanted it to be a wake up call to

         24  America.

         25                 Well, I think it ought to be a wake
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          2  up call to America, but not what he intended.

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          4  Council Member Robinson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Thank you

          6  very, very much, Mr. Chairman, Pro-Tem.

          7                 I rise to speak to the resolution

          8  that has been given immediate consideration, just to

          9  say to my colleagues that this project was initiated

         10  by the Homeward Bound Foundation. The project is an

         11  attempt to pay tribute to the suffering and

         12  commemorates the perseverance and celebrates the

         13  survivors of the middle passage. That TransAtlantic

         14  phase of the slave trade to the Americas, which took

         15  place between the 15th and 19th centuries.

         16                 The project began with a

         17  commemorative event on July 3rd, 1999, at the

         18  Riverbank State Park in New York City, at which the

         19  Middle Passage Monument was unveiled.

         20                 This monument was then placed aboard

         21  a restored tall ship, taken to a spot 427 kilometers

         22  from New York's Harbor, and lowered to the floor of

         23  the Atlantic Ocean.

         24                 The number 427 memorializes the 427

         25  skeletons unearthed at the African Burial Ground.
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          2  The tall ship is symbolic of the vessels used to

          3  transport enslaved Africans to the new world.

          4                 Replicas of the monument will be

          5  dedicated and left on the African continent, the

          6  Caribbean, Central America, South America and

          7  Europe.

          8                 On July 10th, 1999, this vessel

          9  departed for West Africa. In November it will leave

         10  Africa for the Caribbean and then return to the

         11  United States, completing a six-month voyage that

         12  traces the infamous triangular slave trade. You

         13  should know that the middle passage monument has

         14  been endorsed by numerous dignitaries, including the

         15  honorable Colti Annen (phonetic), the Secretary

         16  General of the United Nations, members of Congress,

         17  Donna M. Christian Green, Jim McDermott and Cynthia

         18  McKenney, New York State Senator David A. Paterson,

         19  and Manhattan Borough President C. Virginia Fields.

         20                 The various activities associated

         21  with this project, not only acknowledge the enormous

         22  tragedy of the slave trade, and institution of

         23  slavery, but also celebrate the unsurpressed spirit

         24  of humanity.

         25                 It will thus contribute to the
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          2  healing and affirmation of our universal humanity

          3  that we New Yorkers desperately need.

          4                 I urge all of my colleagues to

          5  support this resolution as you have, and to support

          6  or participate in upcoming activities associated

          7  with the Middle Passages Project.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         10  Council Member Linares.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Thank you,

         12  Mr. Presiding Officer and Mr. Speaker and

         13  colleagues.

         14                 Today I have introduced a resolution

         15  condemning all publicly displayed advertisements of

         16  attacks against immigrants, and we held a press

         17  conference today to denounce the type of message

         18  that precisely lead to the type of outrageous attack

         19  that this country has been experiencing lately which

         20  took place in Los Angeles yesterday, once more

         21  calling on all of us to wake up to this danger.

         22                 What this resolution is attempting to

         23  do is not to deny the rights that the constitution

         24  guarantees everyone in this country, but to denounce

         25  the message of hatred that constitutes the seed that
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          2  breeds the type of violence against the innocent, in

          3  this case our children.

          4                 This is not the first time that this

          5  has happened. We must not turn our faith to this

          6  type of danger which I estimate is perhaps the

          7  greatest threat that our democracy has when we have

          8  people restoring to this type of violence against

          9  the most innocent. This is the obvious type of act

         10  that any country could hope for, and that is why

         11  today's resolution, where we as a collective are

         12  expressing ourselves, it is a call to all New

         13  Yorkers to let yourself be heard and not to allow

         14  for this type of venom to be transmitted in this

         15  City, as it is the attempt of Project USA to do,

         16  using billboards or anywhere in this country. It is

         17  the greatest threat that I think we have and we have

         18  to stand up for what immigration and immigrants

         19  throughout the history of this country have made in

         20  making this country the greatest country in the

         21  world. It would be like --

         22                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         23  Councilman, your time has expired.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: --

         25  Undermining what has brought about building the
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          2  United States of America and we cannot stand for

          3  that, no matter at what expense.

          4                 Thank you very much.

          5                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          6  Council Member Stabile.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: I would like

          8  to speak on Bill 623, which is a bill I think that

          9  affects everyone that lives in the City who is a

         10  home owner, or who lives near or in a residential

         11  community or even a non-residential community.

         12                 The City of New York comes along and

         13  does a contract and we plant trees, if the home

         14  owner requests it or doesn't request it. Several

         15  years after the tree starts growing, roots start

         16  coming up and we have a dangerous situation of a

         17  piece of concrete raising anywhere between two

         18  inches, three inches to a foot above the level.

         19                 Then we are told that it is a

         20  violation, the homeowner gets a violation from DOT.

         21  If the homeowner goes out and tries to do anything

         22  to correct the problem without hiring proper tree

         23  pruners, he is in violation of the law.

         24                 Also in turn, the homeowner is

         25  responsible to replace that concrete, set up an
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          2  appointment with Parks, have Parks come to do the

          3  tree rooting, if they can get scheduled. If they

          4  can't get scheduled, then they have to hire someone

          5  to do it, all at the expense of the homeowners, but

          6  it is the City's fault by putting the tree there, or

          7  putting trees in that the roots grow up instead of

          8  downward.

          9                 I urge my colleagues to support this

         10  legislation because it is the benefit of our

         11  communities.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         14  Council Member Lopez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Today I am

         16  introducing a resolution just following the path of

         17  the people of Vieques. Vieques is an island next to

         18  Puerto Rico, and in 1940 the Navy of the United

         19  States took over that island, nonetheless that

         20  island was fully populated and had a flourishing

         21  economy.

         22                 The island is 33,000 acres. The Navy

         23  occupies almost 26 of them, and it slowly threw out

         24  the people who lived there for many, many years.

         25                 The island, at the time that the Navy
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          2  got there, had a full complete economy based on

          3  sugar cane. That sugar cane economy was destroyed.

          4                 Today what we have in Vieques is the

          5  destruction of the habitat for the most incredible

          6  specimen of our planet and the people of my country

          7  who live there, with the fear that one day a bomb is

          8  going to fall on their home. It is time for the Navy

          9  to leave Vieques, and the resolution that I am

         10  putting here tonight for you, is for you to join,

         11  and for you to understand that what we are doing is

         12  just enforcing basic human rights.

         13                 The President of the United States

         14  has called for a Commission to give him a report, in

         15  turn of giving him a recommendation to remove or not

         16  to remove the Marines from Vieques.

         17                 A prior president of the United

         18  States concluded that the Marines should be removed,

         19  but that never happened.

         20                 The Government of Puerto Rico, who is

         21  pro state (sic) right now, the Governor of Puerto

         22  Rico Pedro Rosagol (phonetic) and every elected

         23  official on the island want the Marines out of

         24  Vieques. Every member of the Congress Delegation,

         25  Nydia Velasquez, Guiterreiz, and Serrano from this
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          2  area and who is Puerto Rican in the congress

          3  delegation want the Marines out of Vieques.

          4                 I am asking my colleagues in the City

          5  Council to one more time renew your vote and to say

          6  yes, support the Vieques people, because you did it

          7  once already.

          8                 This body manifest itself years ago

          9  in this issue and your answer was yes to support the

         10  people of Vieques. I want you to answer yes again to

         11  that request.

         12                 I hope that you understand that the

         13  struggle of the people of Vieques is nothing else

         14  than asking for peace and quiet in their own land.

         15                 Thank you very much.

         16                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         17  Council Member Robles.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Thank you, Mr.

         19  Acting Public Advocate.

         20                 Let me just pick up what my colleague

         21  said, because sometimes when you listen to

         22  something, right away it gives the impression that

         23  we are anti-American.

         24                 First of all, let's set the record

         25  straight. Vieques is not an island, although it is.
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          2  Vieques is part of the commonwealth of Puerto Rico

          3  which is a territory of the United States of

          4  America.

          5                 We are not saying we want them out

          6  because we don't like them, what we are saying is

          7  that they are American citizens who have to live

          8  under constant bombardment and maneuvers so that

          9  those children cannot learn, cannot study, cannot

         10  live in peace. Vieques is not an island unto itself.

         11  Vieques is part of the United States of America.

         12                 And the President did not create this

         13  commission because of something that he wanted to

         14  do, it was because an innocent American citizen, a

         15  hard-working individual, a religious man, who was a

         16  security officer working for the same Navy,

         17  accidently in those maneuvers today is dead.

         18                 This is an American citizen whose

         19  children or even himself may have served this

         20  country to protect it, and this, you know, liberty

         21  and justice for all is what this issue is about.

         22                 We today have islands that we own

         23  that no one lives in them. We can be using them for

         24  target practices, not where American citizens live

         25  and work and they have to deal with it every single
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          2  day.

          3                 This issue is no new. It used to be

          4  in Vieques originally. They moved out of Vieques and

          5  went to Calabria, another island, part of the common

          6  wealth of Puerto Rico. And I will never forget it,

          7  because back in the 1970s when I worked for

          8  Congresswoman Shirley Chism, I led a delegation to

          9  then not Vieques but Calabria. So, I want to be

         10  clear, folks, this is not Yankee go home, this is

         11  not anti anything. This is about demanding our

         12  rights as American citizens to live in peace and be

         13  protected for the same government that we give our

         14  lives for so that this country can be free.

         15                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         16  Council Member Marshall.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Thank you,

         18  Mr. Public Advocate.

         19                 I would like to identify with the

         20  remarks made by Councilman Fisher, Councilman

         21  Linares, Councilman Lopez and lastly by Councilman

         22  Robles.

         23                 It is unthought of that a person

         24  could go into a school, and I am an early childhood

         25  teacher, with little tiny children and shoot them.
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          2  Such bigotry has no place in America and it is

          3  really sad when he was caught, as Ken Fisher

          4  reported, what he said. It is hard to believe that

          5  anybody in America could have such feelings. My

          6  heart and my love go out to that child and to the

          7  families that were hurt by that.

          8                 Also, on page two of introductions,

          9  Intro. 618 is a very interesting intro, it is a

         10  street naming, and we all do street namings, but

         11  this one in particular is very important. It will

         12  rename a new street for Langston Hughes Library. The

         13  original street was named for Langston Hughes

         14  Library by our Speaker, Speaker Vallone, because he

         15  was originally the Councilman from the area, and it

         16  has always been very cherished by the community and

         17  we are now developing a beautiful new building which

         18  I will invite everyone to when they have completed

         19  it. It is named after the great writer Langston

         20  Hughes, it is part of the Queens Borough Public

         21  Library system, and we are simply moving the name to

         22  the new location.

         23                 Thank you very much.

         24                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         25  Council Member O'Donovan.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: I ask

          3  permission to vote on all coupled general orders.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          5  Without objection, so ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye. Thank

          7  you.

          8                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          9  Council Member McCaffrey.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: On two

         11  items, Mr. Presiding Officer, let me just say, you

         12  know, at some point here our colleagues in

         13  Washington have to stop the foolishness of giving

         14  all sorts of bogus explanations for not having taken

         15  action in terms of the type of assault weapons that

         16  are out there.

         17                 You know, we have seen sad and

         18  pitiful excuses offered time and time again on the

         19  part of the NRA and their allies in congress as to

         20  why we should not take action. And the fact of the

         21  matter is that as long as we end up seeing these

         22  acts of brutality, it is an indictment to those

         23  individuals who sit by and associate themselves with

         24  those individuals who pander to the NRA. And so it

         25  is essential that we see them take action.
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          2                 The longer that that is delayed, the

          3  price will be paid in terms of more death and more

          4  injuries.

          5                 To think of the five-year-old who is

          6  going to now live with the physical torment as well

          7  as the emotional torment of what that child went

          8  through yesterday, along with the others, is

          9  something that should not be accepted. And yet is

         10  easily accepted in the corridors of congress and it

         11  is something that has to be rejected.

         12                 I also want to join my colleagues, if

         13  we turned around and said it would be fine for us to

         14  end up having open season on one of our

         15  neighborhoods in the City of New York, on the part

         16  of the Navy, or its use in terms of a firing range,

         17  we would end up being here night and day working our

         18  best to stop it. Well, the Island of Vieques is,

         19  quite frankly, the exact same circumstance and we

         20  have seen the fatalities that have taken place in

         21  the past here and the danger that is taking place.

         22  This is not just an issue that should be of concern

         23  only to some of our colleagues but rather to all of

         24  us who are in this body and so I join my colleagues

         25  in saying to the United States you must abandon that
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          2  facility.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          5  Council Member Boyland.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

          7  Mr. Acting Public Advocate.

          8                 Today I would like to talk about the

          9  problem that we are having in New York City in

         10  support of some legislation that may be passed by my

         11  counterpart on the rodent problem within New York

         12  City.

         13                 I stand again to say that based on

         14  the fact that I have been very instrumental in the

         15  forefront of the health issues that concern us in

         16  New York City.

         17                 The increasing possibility tied with

         18  the cuts in City funding for sanitation programs,

         19  dealing with the rodent problems, rodents are also

         20  one of many environmental concerns affecting urban

         21  communities, communities that are infested with

         22  asthma, communities that we are looking at that are

         23  dealing with children that are having bronchial

         24  asthma at early ages and also with pregnant women

         25  that are affected by rodents that carry diseases.
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          2                 So, we are now urging with the

          3  support of my colleagues that we do hearings on this

          4  issue, especially pertaining to the Brooklyn, the

          5  Harlem area, to find out how we can effectively

          6  address this issue, and bring it to the forefront of

          7  not only the health community but also within our

          8  New York City Sanitation Department and HPD that

          9  will be working in a collaborative effort to address

         10  this.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         13  Council Member Watkins.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Thank you,

         15  Mr. President Pro-tem.

         16                 I would like to support the

         17  statements of many of my colleagues. I particularly

         18  would like to support the resolution by Council

         19  Member Linares, regarding the anti-immigrant

         20  billboards and sentiment which seems to be

         21  permeating our country.

         22                 I want to make sure that I am on

         23  record as being opposed to those billboards, to

         24  being opposed to the anti-immigrant sentiment that

         25  is growing, and no matter what the persons who are
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          2  paying for the billboards would have us believe, it

          3  is discriminatory, it is racist and it is bigoted.

          4                 This country was formed on

          5  immigrants. The only native Americans are those who

          6  were found on these shores when Columbus arrives,

          7  everybody else, even if you came on the Mayflower,

          8  emigrated from somewhere else.

          9                 My grandparents came through Ellis

         10  Island in 1905, and like many other people in this

         11  room, whose parents and grandparents came from other

         12  places, and helped to build this country, the doors

         13  were not shut then, and the doors should not be shut

         14  now. We have a problem with emigration, it is the

         15  responsibility of our country, of our government, to

         16  come up with a reasonable and judicious method of

         17  dealing with the immigrants who come to our shores

         18  and who contribute greatly to the fabric of our

         19  day-to-day society and who help to continue to build

         20  the United States.

         21                 So, it is important that we stand

         22  firm against this rising tide of we are here, we are

         23  the Americans and we shut the door behind us and

         24  pull it tight against anyone else who wants to come.

         25                 It is an intolerable and un-American
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          2  position to take, and I feel obliged to raise my

          3  voice along with that of Council Member Linares and

          4  others to oppose these terrible billboards and the

          5  message they would convey.

          6                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          7  Council Member Ognibene.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Yes, thank

          9  you, Acting Public Advocate. I just want to comment

         10  briefly, and I support the statements by Council

         11  Member McCaffrey about gun control, but we can do

         12  our part here in the City Council, and now for over

         13  two years there has been a bill languishing in the

         14  Public Safety Committee in which -- a Mayoral bill,

         15  requiring the use of trigger locks on all handguns,

         16  and we think that that would provide an immense

         17  safety measure, and for two years that bill has been

         18  thwarted in having a hearing by the Public Safety

         19  Committee.  So, I think if we are going to get

         20  serious about it, and I am not referring to Council

         21  Member McCaffrey, but there are others who

         22  pontificate about gun safety, and yet we have a bill

         23  in which we can do our part as a legislature of a

         24  municipality, and we haven't taken the opportunity

         25  to do so.
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          2                 So, although the Chairman of the

          3  Public Safety Committee has saw fit not to be here

          4  now, I do call on this Council and the Chairman of

          5  the Public Safety Committee to hold a hearing on

          6  that bill and pass that bill requiring the use of

          7  trigger locks on all weapons. And I understand that

          8  the Public Safety Committee is meeting now

          9  downstairs to decide on what its agenda will be, and

         10  I think that we ought to require or demand them or

         11  certainly to ask them to please put that on their

         12  agenda.

         13                 I would also like to welcome

         14  Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan to our Chambers, who

         15  happened to walk in. Hi Catherine.

         16                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: There

         17  being no other requests to speak at this time, there

         18  are no other business to be attended to, then this

         19  meeting is adjourned.

         20                 (Hearing concluded at 2:50 p.m.)

         21
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          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY NAGLE, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a

         12  true and accurate transcript of the within

         13  proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 11th day of August 1999.
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