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INT. NO. 541:                       
By Council Members Mendez, Gonzalez, Martinez, Liu and Reyna

TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the parking, standing and stopping of commercial vehicles.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends title 19 by adding a new section 19.170.1

INTRODUCTION


On June 7, 2007, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 541, which would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new section 19-170.1.


Invitees include Commissioner Janette Sadik-Kahn of the New York City Department of Transportation; Commissioner Raymond Kelly of the New York City Police Department; transportation advocates and community leaders. 

BACKGROUND


In recent years, many auto manufacturers have designed trucks with more than one row of seats, allowing businesses to transport goods and employees more efficiently.  These new vehicles allow business owners to reduce vehicle emissions and transportation costs, which leads to economic and environmental benefits.


Being recognized as a commercial vehicle gives such vehicles special parking privileges under City rules.  For instance, commercial vehicles may stand and park in certain areas in Manhattan with the posted sign, “No Standing Except Trucks Loading and Unloading” between the hours of 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. for the purpose of expeditiously making pickups, deliveries or service calls.

There is currently a discrepancy between the City law and State law
 relating to the definition of a commercial vehicle.  Although the New York State Department of Motor Vehicles gives commercial vehicle status to a vehicle with more than one row of seats
, City rules define commercial vehicles as only having a front row of seats or designed with a passenger cab separated from the cargo area by a partition.
  Because of this discrepancy regarding what constitutes a commercial vehicle, some business owners run the risk of being fined for standing or parking violations in New York City because their commercial vehicles have more than one row of seats.  Int. No. 541 would eliminate some of this risk by providing that a vehicle bearing commercial plates and used for the transport of property or the provision of commercial services may have passenger seating in addition to the front seats of the vehicle.
ANALYSIS


Section one of Int. No. 541 would amend title 19 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 19-170.1 to state that, notwithstanding any other law, rule or regulation, any motor vehicle bearing commercial plates and designed, maintained or used primarily for transportation of property or for the provision of commercial services, shall be deemed to be a commercial vehicle, regardless of whether or not such vehicle contains seats for passengers in addition to the front seats.  


Section two of Int. No. 541 would provide that this bill would take effect sixty days after it is enacted.

� §4-08, Subdivision k, paragraph -2 of the Rules of the City of New York.


�  State law does not define commercial vehicles based on number of rows of seats in the vehicle.


�  As of June 4, 2007: According to the New York State Department of Motor Vehicles website, only registration fees are required to gain commercial vehicle status ( � HYPERLINK "http://www.nydmv.state.ny.us/forms/mv202c.pdf" ��http://www.nydmv.state.ny.us/forms/mv202c.pdf� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.nysdmv.com/commfee.htm" ��http://www.nysdmv.com/commfee.htm�). 


�  Subdivision i of §4-01 of the Rules of the City of New York.
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