New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 0377-2024

Prime Sponsors:
By Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, Lincoln Restler, Gale A. Brewer, Shahana K. Hanif, and Alexa Avilés

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the maximum fee allowed when transferring money to a person in the custody of the department of correction.

Submitted by:
Council Member Keith Powers

Justification:
Anyone who has supported an incarcerated loved one knows that it is expensive. While the incarcerated person is in theory being cared for by the state, they are at best provided with the bare minimum: three meals of varying quality, a bar of soap, and a toothbrush. Anything supplemental must either be provided by loved ones on the outside or purchased through the commissary, using funds that a person on the outside deposits into an incarcerated person’s account. In addition to high commissary prices, companies like Securus often attach exorbitant fees to deposit transactions. As the incarcerated population is disproportionately low-income, this is an unrealistic and unfair burden. This bill would require the Department of Correction to ensure that members of the public depositing funds into institutional fund accounts established pursuant to subdivision 7 of section 500-c of the Correction Law are not charged a service fee that is more than $5. We should not be charging incarcerated people or their loved ones for their own incarceration. 

