New York City Council 
Memorandum in Support of Legislation

This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int 0240-2026

Prime Sponsors:
Council Members Hudson, Abreu, Restler, Gutiérrez, Avilés (in conjunction with Borough President)

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to a universal after school program plan

Submitted by:
Council Member Hudson

Justification:
New York City serves more than 1.1 million school-aged children, many of whom rely on after school programs for academic support, enrichment, recreation, and safe supervision outside of the traditional school day. After school programs have been shown to improve student outcomes, including higher academic achievement, better school attendance, and stronger social-emotional development, while also providing working families with essential childcare support. However, access to these programs is not universal, and many students face barriers due to limited program capacity, location, or cost.
This bill would establish a universal after school program plan, ensuring that any student who requests a slot in an after school program administered by the Department of Youth and Community Development or the Department of Education is able to access one. The legislation also requires annual reporting on program capacity, participation rates, demographic data, outreach efforts, and implementation progress, helping the city track and expand access to after school opportunities.
By guaranteeing access to after school programs for all students, this bill would provide equitable opportunities for learning, enrichment, and supervision, strengthen support for working families, and help the City identify and address gaps in after school capacity. Ensuring universal access to after school programming is a critical step toward promoting educational equity and supporting the healthy development of all New York City children.


