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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: The Majority Whip

          3  will introduce these ceremonials.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: On behalf of

          5  Speaker Vallone and the Council, we would like to

          6  call up the United War Veterans Council of New York

          7  County, Incorporated, of which we would like to

          8  remind, especially as veterans, we are proud about

          9  the 81st annual New York City Veterans Day Parade,

         10  which will be held on Thursday, the 11th of

         11  November, at 9:30, on Fifth Avenue, between 40th and

         12  26th Street.

         13                 We are honoring now Harvey M. Bragg,

         14  Jr., who is the Chairman, Lieutenant Colonel Bernard

         15  Ray, U.S. Airforce Reserve, who is the co-chair,

         16  Vincent McGowan, President, Joseph Graham,

         17  Treasurer, John Studner, Executive Director, Edward

         18  Bergendoff, who is the Office Manager, and Marge

         19  Swank, Correspondence Secretary (all names spelled

         20  phonetically).

         21                 Mr. Clerk, would you read the

         22  proclamation.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: City Council of New

         24  York, Proclamation.

         25                 Whereas; the Council of the City of
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          2  New York is pleased and proud to honor the United

          3  War Veterans Council of New York County for its

          4  outstanding contributions to veterans; and

          5                 Whereas; the United War Veterans

          6  Council of New York County is the successor to a

          7  previous organization of that name, which was formed

          8  in 1946, the Year when senior veterans, veteran

          9  organizations came together to assume the veterans

         10  of Spanish American War. The responsibility for

         11  holding Memorial Day and Armistice Day, now Veterans

         12  Day.

         13                 Whereas; the Council continues the

         14  tradition of producing the annual Veterans Day

         15  Parade, and Memorial Services ceremonies for the

         16  81st consecutive year on November 11th, in honor of

         17  all of the noble men and women who have served their

         18  country in the armed forces during the war and the

         19  peacetime; and

         20                 Whereas; the Council, which is

         21  comprised of representatives of all of the armed

         22  forces, who have served in various wars and

         23  conflicts, is promoted to serving memorials that

         24  honor veterans and also offer its assistance to

         25  veterans; and
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          2                 Whereas; the United War Veterans

          3  Council of New York County has faithfully and

          4  diligently carried on the traditions of these

          5  veterans whose service to our country did not end

          6  upon their discharge.

          7                 Now, therefore, be it known, that the

          8  Council of the City of New York honors the United

          9  War Veterans Council of New York County for its

         10  outstanding contribution to the veterans of this

         11  country and to the City of New York.

         12                 Signed on the 10th day of November in

         13  the Year 1999, Peter F. Vallone, Speaker for the

         14  entire Council.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: We are proud to

         16  present this to you on the eve of the parade and ask

         17  you to make a few comments for the Council members.

         18                 PARTICIPANT: (Unidentified Speaker).

         19  I would like to thank Speaker Vallone, and thank all

         20  of the members of the City Council, for remembering

         21  the United War Veterans Council today for our work

         22  in maintaining the memorials of particularly the

         23  Veterans Day Parade, which will be held tomorrow,

         24  starting at 9:30 at 40th Street and Fifth Avenue,

         25  heading south and ending at Madison Square Park at
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          2  the Eternal Light Memorial. At 11:00 there will be a

          3  ceremony there, and we hope that everyone would come

          4  and celebrate the veterans of your City, of your

          5  State and of the nation, who have not forgotten

          6  their service after they have served their time.

          7                 We appreciate all of the work that

          8  the City Council does on behalf of us, the citizens

          9  of New York, and I would like to thank all of the

         10  members of the Council here behind me, our Veterans

         11  Council, who are the workforce that produces the

         12  Veterans Day Parade every year.

         13                 Thank you for this opportunity.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much

         15  for what you have done and continue to do for our

         16  country.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Any member who

         19  would like to join the Speaker to take photos,

         20  please.

         21                 Can we just clear the front, please?

         22  Now the Speaker would like to call upon two

         23  individuals and I will also ask Council Member Angel

         24  Rodriguez to join the Speaker, and others, Council

         25  Member Herb Berman.
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          2                 And will Jose Medina and Robert

          3  Gurstel please come up.

          4                 And for my colleagues, let me just

          5  say, let me remind us all, these two gentlemen

          6  happen to be workers of Con Edison. As a matter of

          7  fact, I can just see our former Deputy Director of

          8  Finance. Come on up. You are a bigshot now at Con

          9  Edison.

         10                 These Con Edison workers who rushed

         11  to the aid of a New York City bus driver and

         12  passengers during an attack last Thursday, today the

         13  Speaker of the Council and the Members of the

         14  Council honor them for what they did on behalf of

         15  the people of New York City.

         16                 And having said that, Mr. Clerk, will

         17  you read the proclamations.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: The City of New York

         19  Council Proclamation.

         20                 Whereas; the Council of the City of

         21  New York is pleased and proud to honor Con Edison

         22  employee Jose Medina, who along with his partner,

         23  Robert Gurstel, rushed to the aid of an injured New

         24  York City bus driver and several terrified

         25  passengers during an attack on Thursday, November
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          2  4th; and

          3                 Whereas; Jose Medina and Robert

          4  Gurstel were driving a company cable car when they

          5  passed the slow-moving City bus and noticed

          6  passengers screaming for help; and

          7                 Whereas; positioning their truck in

          8  front of the bus, they halted its motion and noticed

          9  the driver struggling with a knife-wielding

         10  attacker. They then immediately radioed for help and

         11  sprung into action.

         12                 Whereas; while Robert Gurstel

         13  followed the fleeing attacker, Jose Medina grabbed

         14  the first aid kit from the truck and rushed to the

         15  aid of the bus driver who had been stabbed; and

         16                 Whereas; thanks to these brave and

         17  quick-thinking humanitarians, the police soon

         18  arrived and Robert and Jose helped to identify the

         19  assailant who had been caught.

         20                 Whereas; Jose Medina is 33 years old

         21  and has worked for Con Edison for 12 and a half

         22  years, working out of the Third Avenue yard as a

         23  lead mechanic in Brooklyn/Queens underground cable

         24  section. He is married for 13 years and lives with

         25  his wife Cathy in Fresh Meadows, Queens, along with
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          2  their two daughters; and

          3                 Whereas; Robert Gurstel, a 25-year

          4  veteran of Con Edison is current a mechanic A in the

          5  Brooklyn/Queens underground cable section, working

          6  out of the Third Avenue yard.

          7                 Robert lives in Marine Park,

          8  Brooklyn, along with his three daughters, Crista,

          9  Jodi and Brittany.

         10                 Now, therefore, be it known, that the

         11  Council of the City of New York honors Robert

         12  Gurstel and Jose Medina for their brave and

         13  courageous actions.

         14                 Signed on the 10th day of November in

         15  the Year 1999, Peter F. Vallone, Speaker for the

         16  Council; Angel Rodriguez, Council Member 38th

         17  District, Brooklyn.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: And the

         19  Speaker has asked me to call upon John Banks, one of

         20  the Vice Presidents of Con Edison.

         21                 MR. BANKS: Thank you, everyone.

         22                 I would just like to say that Con

         23  Edison is very proud of these two individuals. They

         24  embodied the spirit of Con Edison and we think this

         25  is a fitting tribute to these individuals who
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          2  stepped out and did what was right for the public

          3  and helped an individual who was in desperate need.

          4  So we congratulate you.

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, John.

          6                 Jose.

          7                 MR. MEDINA: My name is Jose Medina,

          8  and I would like to thank everyone. Thank you.

          9                 MR. GURSTEL: Hello. My name is Bob

         10  Gurstel, and I want to thank the City Council for

         11  everything. Thank you.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: And we want to thank

         13  you. Thanks very much. Look at the change since John

         14  Banks came on board.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Next will be

         16  Council Member Stan Michels.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Good

         18  afternoon, everyone.

         19                 Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask

         20  Council Members Foster, Reed and Perkins to join me.

         21                 Today we are going to honor the life

         22  of one of the great jazz musicians of all time, Milt

         23  Jackson.

         24                 We have with us Bill Moriarty, the

         25  President of Local 802, who will say a few words;
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          2  Mary Lindolphi is the Vice President of Local 802;

          3  Joy Portugal, the editor of Allegro and Natasha

          4  Jackson, organizer of jazz musicians Bob Krenchaw is

          5  the base who we will hear from; Jimmy Owens who was

          6  a trumpeter and a colleague will speak, Chair of

          7  Jazz Musicians, and we have the wife, Sandy Jackson

          8  is here. Can you stand, please. And Cherise Jackson,

          9  who is the daughter of Milt Jackson; Alvin Jackson,

         10  who is the brother; Mike Ladon, who is a pianist and

         11  colleague.

         12                 While the four of us read the

         13  resolution, you might listen and you will hear in

         14  the background one of the most famous pieces in

         15  history of jazz which was written by Milt Jackson

         16  called Bags Brew.

         17                 The resolution reads:

         18                 Resolution mourning the death and

         19  celebrating the life of jazz legend Milt Jackson,

         20  who passed away on October 9th, 1999.

         21                 Whereas; as widely acknowledged as

         22  one of the greatest jazz improvisers of all time,

         23  Milt Jackson quietly reinterpreted his instrument of

         24  choice, the vibraphone, and created a sound that

         25  helped define modern jazz; and
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          2                 Whereas; Milt Jackson, affectionately

          3  known as Bags, started something unique when he

          4  slowed his Deegan vibrahoff oscillator to create a

          5  smoky new sound; and

          6                 Whereas; a prolific performer, a

          7  recording artist, his immense talent, to the praise

          8  and admiration of great pioneers of jazz and blues

          9  to his career, he performed with Dizzy Gillespe, Ray

         10  Charles, Villainous Monk, Max Roche, Charlie Parker,

         11  Ray Brown, Miles Davis, Sony Rollins, Jimmy

         12  Coltrane, John Coltrane and Quincy Jones, to name

         13  but a few.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Born and raised

         15  in Detroit, Mr. Jackson began playing music when he

         16  was very young, and by the age of 16 he had already

         17  become proficient in guitar, piano, drums, timpani,

         18  violins, xylophone, vocals and his trademark

         19  instrument, the vibraphone; and

         20                 Whereas;  after Mr. Jackson served

         21  two years in the military, he returned to Detroit

         22  and started a jazz quartet called the 4 Sharps.

         23  During one of the quartet's gigs at a Detroit bar,

         24  Dizzy Gillespe, who happened to be in the audience

         25  and was immediately impressed by the young Mr.
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          2  Jackson, invited him to join his band in New York.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Whereas, Milt

          4  Jackson and Dizzy Gillespe forged along in a

          5  fruitful partnership that resulted in recordings of

          6  classics like a Night in Tunisia, Anthropology, in

          7  two base hits, and led to the founding of the group

          8  the Modern Jazz Quartet, which brought Mr. Jackson's

          9  career to a new level in elevating jazz music to new

         10  heights; and

         11                 Whereas; the Modern Jazz Quartet was

         12  formed in 1952, and featured Mr. Jackson on the

         13  vibraphone, the pianist John Lures, and the drummer

         14  Kendrick Clark, who were both members of Dizzy

         15  Gillespe's rhythm section, as well as Perci on base,

         16  and later Konic Kate who replaced Mr. Clark in 1955.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: And whereas;

         18  the Modern Jazz Quartet embraced and brilliantly

         19  executed the talent and distinct style of Milt

         20  Jackson, who became the first bona fide B-Bop

         21  musician on the vibraphone; and

         22                 Whereas; Milt Jackson was a vital

         23  member of the Modern Jazz Quartet, one of the

         24  longest running jazz groups in history and has

         25  worked with the Quartet and with various other
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          2  leading jazz players, remains highly influential in

          3  the jazz world; and

          4                 Whereas; Milt Jackson was also a

          5  great blues man and wrote several blues pieces,

          6  including the widely popular Bags Brew, Bluesology,

          7  Ralph's New Blues and the Cylinder; and

          8                 Whereas; a consummate gentleman, Milt

          9  Jackson considered jazz to be more than just notes,

         10  but a dynamic that needed class and style to be in

         11  its truest form, his own humble demeanor brought a

         12  sense of dignity that perfectly complemented his

         13  music.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: And whereas;

         15  Milt Jackson's passing is truly a loss, not only to

         16  the jazz community, but to the people of the City of

         17  New York, who for many, many years have been touched

         18  by his inspiring musicianship and his heart, which

         19  was as warm as the music we remember him by now.

         20                 Therefore, be it resolved, the

         21  Council of the City of New York mourns the death and

         22  celebrates the life of jazz legend Milt Jackson, who

         23  passed away on October 9th, 1999.

         24                 I would like to give an opportunity,

         25  if it is all right, Mr. Speaker, to give the leader
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          2  and the President of Local 802, Bill Moriarity, to

          3  say a few words.

          4                 MR. MORIARITY: Thanks very much,

          5  Councilman Michels.

          6                 I would like to thank the entire City

          7  Council and Speaker Vallone for this recognition on

          8  behalf of the Jackson family. This gentleman was not

          9  only an extremely important creative artist in the

         10  New York jazz community, but an important part of

         11  802. He supported all of our efforts in our

         12  workplace improvements for jazz musicians over a

         13  long period of years, and he did this even though

         14  he, himself, did not always benefit from them.

         15                 So, we are very appreciative of the

         16  honor, I am especially appreciative of Stanley's

         17  part in this and all of the other Council Members'

         18  part in this. I know some of them occasionally not

         19  only support jazz institutionally, but we see them

         20  in the clubs and nightclubs and concert halls around

         21  the City supporting the work of these musicians.

         22                 So, thank you very much, Stanley.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Thank you.

         24                 Next we will hear from Bob Crenshaw,

         25  a base player, who is a colleague of Milt Jackson.
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          2                 MR. CRENSHAW: I would like to thank

          3  everybody for coming out. I was a base player with

          4  Milt Jackson for years, I grew up on Milt Jackson,

          5  and to meet Milt Jackson was like the Michael Jordan

          6  of jazz, he did everything. So, I appreciate the

          7  City Council in New York for recognizing Mr.

          8  Jackson.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: We have Jimmy

         11  Owens, who is a trumpeter and a colleague.

         12                 Jimmy.

         13                 MR. OWENS: Thank you, everyone. Being

         14  born in New York I am very appreciative of the City

         15  Council honoring Milt Jackson, who was a very

         16  important part of jazz.

         17                 I would like you to be aware that New

         18  York City is a very important part of jazz, it is

         19  the jazz capital of the world, and because of that

         20  we have many, many people who come to see people

         21  like Milt Jackson.

         22                 On the northeast corner of 52nd

         23  Street, there are plaques in the street dedicated to

         24  great jazz artists, we want to make sure that when

         25  those plaques are renovated, we can have a New York
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          2  Walk of Fame like Hollywood has, and honor the names

          3  of Charlie Parker, Dizzy Gillespe, Art Catum, Billy

          4  Holiday and add to that, the name of Milt Jackson.

          5  And the City Council has been very, very, very

          6  responsible in helping jazz over the years.

          7                 On December 19th, 1986, you passed a

          8  proclamation that says jazz is New York's indigenous

          9  music, and that was the precedent that allowed

         10  Congressman John Connors from Detroit to pass the

         11  bill in Washington, D.C., that says jazz is

         12  America's national treasure. So, I thank you again.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: I would like

         14  to acknowledge Judy West, who worked on this meeting

         15  today, and this memorial today with me. Thank you

         16  Judy West from 802.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you all very

         18  much. Ms. Jackson, I want you to know the whole

         19  Council stood in his memory and said a prayer last

         20  meeting. Would you like to say something?

         21                 MS. JACKSON: I just would like to

         22  thank all of you on behalf of my mom and my dad and

         23  especially Congressman Michels, Councilman Michels.

         24  Thank you for inviting us down to be a part of this

         25  day.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you all very

          3  much.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: Mr.

          5  Clerk, start the roll call.

          6                 CITY CLERK: Abel.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK: Berman.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK: Boyland.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK: Carrion.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK: Clarke.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK: Cruz.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 CITY CLERK: Dear.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK: DiBrienza.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK: Dilan.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK: Eisland.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK: Eldridge.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK: Espada.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK: Fiala.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK: Fisher.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Present.

         10                 CITY CLERK: Foster.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK: Freed.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK: Golden.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK: Harrison.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 CITY CLERK: Henry.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK: Koslowitz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK: Lasher.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK: Leffler.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK: Linares.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK: Lopez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK: Marshall.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK: McCaffrey.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK: Michels.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK: Miller.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK: Moskowitz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK: Nelson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK: Oddo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK: O'Donovan.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK: Perkins.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK: Pinkett.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Here.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            22

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 CITY CLERK: Povman.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK: Provenzano.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK: Quinn.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK: Reed.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK: Rivera.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK: Robinson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Present.

         14                 CITY CLERK: Robles.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK: Rodriguez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK: Sabini.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK: Spigner.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK: Stabile.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK: Warden.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK: Watkins.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK: White.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK: Wooten.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK: Ognibene.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK: Speaker Mr. Vallone.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Here.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: A quorum

         13  counted and present. We will begin our Stated

         14  Meeting with an invocation. Let me just say if

         15  everyone could please stand at this time.

         16                 Rabbi Robert Levine, of Congregation

         17  Rodeph Sholom, was to give the invocation. He called

         18  in with the flu. Some of you at the last Stated

         19  Meeting heard Rabbi Mark Green in duress give the

         20  invocation because there was no minister or rabbi

         21  around. It was a once in a lifetime opportunity, if

         22  you missed it you will not see it again.

         23                 Fortunately, Lloyd Henry -- Rabbi

         24  Lloyd Henry. Lloyd Henry is both your colleague and

         25  of course a minister from the 45th Councilmanic
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          2  District in Brooklyn and we are honored for him to

          3  give the invocation at this time.

          4                 REVEREND HENRY: Let us pray.

          5                 In silence let us remember with

          6  thankful hearts the life lived by one who has given

          7  so much to so many people, Milt Jackson, now

          8  departed.

          9                 Blessed are the dead who die in the

         10  Lord, even so says the spirit, for they rest from

         11  their laborers.

         12                 Rest eternal grant unto him, oh Lord,

         13  and that light perpetual shine upon him. And so it

         14  is in hope and humility that we lift up our eyes

         15  unto you this day, oh, Lord, for our help comes only

         16  from you, the measure of heaven and earth, your

         17  people have called us and you have confirmed our

         18  presence here this day. We see at your pleasure and

         19  of those who have elected us into this high office,

         20  may we ever remain faithful and committed in the

         21  service, especially of those who look to us to be

         22  their voices and help in times of need. May both the

         23  executive and legislative branches of government be

         24  of one mind and purpose as we seek the discharge of

         25  that which has been entrusted to us.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            25

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 May your name be hollowed and

          3  glorified at all times, and our work be found ever

          4  pleasing in your sight, we ask it in your name,

          5  amen.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

          7  Council Member Henry. Please be seated.

          8                 To spread the invocation in full upon

          9  the record is -- I do not see Council Member

         10  Eldridge. Council Member Freed.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Thank you. And

         12  thank you, Lloyd Henry, and I move to spread the

         13  invocation in full upon the record.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you very

         15  much, Council Member Freed.

         16                 For the adoption of the minutes, is

         17  Council Member Carrion here? It is in the dark and I

         18  cannot see, so Council Member Una Clarke will have

         19  the honor.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: So ordered.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: I knew I could

         22  depend on you. Thank you.

         23                 Any messages and papers from the

         24  Mayor?

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None, sir.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Communication

          3  from City, County and Borough Offices?

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-668.

          5  Communication from the Office of the Comptroller.

          6  Comprehensive annual report.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Received,

          8  ordered, printed and field.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-669.

         10  Communication of the Board of Elections in the City

         11  of New York, submitting the certification of

         12  election of Eva Moskowitz as the new Council Member

         13  of the 4th Councilmanic District, New York County.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Mr. Public

         15  Advocate, at this time may we temporarily recess for

         16  the purposes of witnessing the swearing in of Eva

         17  Moskowitz? And I would ask that the Speaker, Mr.

         18  Vallone, Mr. Spigner, the President Pro-Tem of the

         19  Council and the Majority Whip, Mr. Robles, escort

         20  Ms. Moskowitz.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: It is my

         22  privilege and I am delighted to give a recess for

         23  this high, high purpose.

         24                 Congratulations, Eva.

         25                 (Recess taken.)
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Council Member

          3  Perkins, how do you vote?

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I would like

          5  to vote aye on all coupled general orders.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Thank you.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: And return to

          8  the people's work at the courthouse.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Go administer

         10  justice.

         11                 Mr. Public Advocate, Mr. Sabini has

         12  to be at the Doctor's Office, would you please call

         13  upon him for his vote?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Council Member

         15  Sabini.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye on all

         17  coupled general orders, thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: And I stand

         19  corrected. Because I saw Ken Burns' film two nights

         20  ago on PBS on Elizabeth K.D. Stanton and Susan B.

         21  Anthony, I confused him for his brother Rick Burns,

         22  who will be showing a film in the Council Chambers

         23  that Council Member Berman will be introducing.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: One moment,

         25  Mr. Public Advocate.
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          2                 Would everybody be good enough to

          3  please find their seats? Ladies and gentlemen, may

          4  we have your attention?

          5                 Mr. Speaker, do you have a mike?

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: We are privileged to

          7  have the first preview of what I think is one of the

          8  most important documentaries ever made. We call this

          9  City the capital of the world for a very, very good

         10  reason.

         11                 So, at this time I am going to ask

         12  the principals to introduce themselves and to

         13  introduce the video to us.

         14                 MR. BURNS: Thank you, Speaker

         15  Vallone, and thanks to the City Council on behalf of

         16  my partners, Lisa Addis, James Sanders and myself,

         17  Rick Burns, and all our colleagues at public

         18  television in New York, Channel 13, WNET, and PBS.

         19  It is a very special moment for us to be able to

         20  present this film. The first ten minutes of what the

         21  12 hour kind of labor of love on our part that we

         22  have been working on for the last seven years, A

         23  Valentine To New York. It tells the story of New

         24  York from the time of Henry Hudson down to today in

         25  12 two-hour parts, the first of which begins this
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          2  Sunday, November 14th at 9:00. And every night for

          3  the next four nights after that, the entire country

          4  will be treated as we New Yorkers think to I think

          5  the most glorious and moving and important history

          6  they could learn on the verge of the new millennium.

          7                 We couldn't have done it without the

          8  help of Chase Manhattan and the Ford Foundation

          9  particularly in this City, they were with us all

         10  along the way, and I did want to mention that in

         11  addition to the 12-hour series itself, there is a

         12  web site, there is a very, very great teachers guide

         13  that has been distributed to 300 schools around this

         14  City. The Ford Foundation has seen fit to make sure

         15  that the series itself is in every New York City

         16  junior and high school in the City so that the film

         17  will really get out.

         18                 However, let me sort of end where we

         19  began, with special thanks to the City Council. 346

         20  years ago this place began as we now know in 1653

         21  and what an extraordinary history has emerged from

         22  this place. We couldn't have made our film without

         23  this place, without the City and without its

         24  support.

         25                 Without further ado, I hope you enjoy
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          2  the first ten minutes of our series. Thanks for

          3  coming.

          4                 (Video shown.)

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: We will do all 12

          6  hours at the next meeting.

          7                 On behalf of the Council, Mr. Clerk,

          8  could we have this read into the record, please.

          9                 CITY CLERK: Council of the City of

         10  New York, Proclamation.

         11                 Whereas; the Council of the City of

         12  New York proudly honors and applauds the work and

         13  efforts of Rick Burns, his production team, and PBS

         14  Channel 13 presenting the forthcoming series, New

         15  York, a documentary film; and

         16                 Whereas; New York is one of the few

         17  cities in the world that is so deeply imbedded in

         18  the global conscientiousness that rarely requires an

         19  introduction. Yet, by virtue of its complexity, its

         20  history and its prominence in the world arena, it is

         21  always in need of chronicles willing to pour their

         22  souls into the long obsessed oversubject of this

         23  greatest American City; and

         24                 Whereas, New York, a Documentary

         25  Film, Rick Burns, PBS Documentary, set to air on
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          2  Channel 13 this month, will offer a comprehensive

          3  look at the history of New York City from its early

          4  days as a dutch trading post to its current status

          5  as the world's most influential city; and

          6                 Whereas; in a series of episodes,

          7  this will air throughout the week of November 14th,

          8  and continue in spring of 2000, New York, a

          9  Documentary Film.

         10                 Whereas; Rick Burns Documentary, the

         11  results of seven years of tireless dedication, is

         12  dedicated to be a memorable work of scholarship on

         13  the always intriguing subject of New York. And a

         14  wonderful opportunity for the people of the City of

         15  New York to learn about the singular history of

         16  their home town.

         17                 Now, therefore, be it known that the

         18  Council of the City of New York applauds New York, a

         19  Documentary Film, and honors Rick Burns, his

         20  production team, PBS Channel 13 for bringing this

         21  fascinating history of New York to life.

         22                 Signed on the 10th Day of November in

         23  the Year 1999, Peter F. Vallone, Speaker for the

         24  entire Council.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Now you truly have
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          2  the whole Council. Lots of good luck. Lots of good

          3  luck and thank you so much.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Mr. Clerk, we

          5  are back in session again.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: We will

          7  continue the Stated Meeting, but we should all

          8  collectively congratulate Rick Burns, especially for

          9  getting that film footage of Henry Hudson in 1609,

         10  that was impressive.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Mr. Public

         12  Advocate, before we proceed, would you be good

         13  enough to call Mr. Foster's vote. He has a meeting

         14  that he has to attend.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Council Member

         16  Foster.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: I vote aye on

         18  all.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Any objection?

         20  Hearing none, so ordered.

         21                 Petitions and Communications.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Mr. Public

         23  Advocate, just one more piece of business, if I may.

         24  I can't see you but --

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: We are going
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          2  to have to coordinate through the TV.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: If you would,

          4  I would like you to spend a moment to congratulate

          5  the re-election of three of our members a couple of

          6  weeks ago at Election Day. And that is Council

          7  Members Nelson, Council Member Oddo and Council

          8  Member Quinn. They won in their districts and may we

          9  welcome them back.

         10                 They are not being sworn in today

         11  because their term begins in January and we will

         12  swear at them then.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Chair Berman,

         14  does that conclude your time, the Speaker's time?

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Unless you

         16  want more.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Don't push me.

         18                 Petitions and Communications.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None, sir.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Land Use

         21  Call-Ups.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M670. By the

         23  Speaker, Council Member Vallone, pursuant to the

         24  rules of the Council and the Administrative Code,

         25  unenclosed sidewalk cafe, 33-02 Broadway, Queens.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Coupled on

          3  call-up vote.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So, will the

          5  clerk call the roll at this time, please.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND:  Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dear.

         17                 (No Response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: DiBrienza.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dilan.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eldridge.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eldridge.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Koslowitz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lasher.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Marshall.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Moskowitz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Nelson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Provenzano.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Quinn.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robinson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

          5                 (No Response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Watkins.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: White.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dear.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker, Mr.

         23  Vallone.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: By a vote of
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          2  45 in the affirmative, nothing in the negative, it

          3  is adopted and referred to the Committee on Land

          4  Use. At this time is there a communication from the

          5  Speaker, Speaker Vallone or Chair Berman?

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Mr. Michels

          7  wishes to discuss one of the items on today's

          8  agenda, under the Speaker's time.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Thank you,

         10  Mr. Berman.

         11                 Mr. Public Advocate and my

         12  colleagues, I rise to discuss a very important piece

         13  of legislation that was reported out of my Committee

         14  some weeks ago, and which is something we all should

         15  be aware of because it involves the health and

         16  safety of the people of the City of New York.

         17                 I am discussing Intro. No. 531-A.

         18  This is a piece of legislation which will amend the

         19  fire prevention code to repeal outdated requirements

         20  and permit the use of new motor vehicle storage and

         21  dispensing equipment in garages.

         22                 That includes auto service stations,

         23  private filling stations, and marine service

         24  stations over the past decade.

         25                 Over the past decade strict federal
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          2  and state regulations have resulted in the

          3  development of new types of tanks, piping, leak

          4  detection and monitoring systems, and overfill

          5  prevention and prevention systems that are more

          6  protective of the environment and enhance fire

          7  safety.

          8                 Many of the proposed changes of this

          9  bill are necessary to conform to the Fire Prevention

         10  Code to the federal and state laws and regulations.

         11                 In 1988, the United States

         12  Environmental Protection Agency, the EPA, adopted

         13  regulations requiring the modernization of fuel

         14  storage systems by December of 1998. The New York

         15  State Environmental Conservation Law and the

         16  Department of Environmental Conservation Regulations

         17  regulate above ground and underground motor fuel

         18  storage tanks with a capacity of greater than 1,100

         19  gallons and it imposes strict standards for all new

         20  and substantially modified facilities.

         21                 Intro. 531-A, together with the rules

         22  that will be adopted, implemented by the Fire

         23  Department, will provide a much needed modernization

         24  of the Fire Prevention Code. The amended laws and

         25  new rules will allow the use of new motor vehicle
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          2  storage and dispensing technology that is more

          3  protective of fire safety and environment.

          4                 Larger, double-wall tanks with better

          5  leak detection and containment systems, and overfill

          6  protection are less likely to leak or cause fuel

          7  spills.

          8                 Many of our constituencies have

          9  complained to us over the years of fuel spills, we

         10  have had to dig up these tanks, there are dangers of

         11  fire, all sorts of things can result from the poor

         12  system that we have in place, which will be

         13  minimized at this particular time by passing these

         14  new rules and regulations. They will minimize fire

         15  hazards and pollution of the environment.

         16                 The new technology, together with the

         17  appropriate location and size restrictions and

         18  construction standards permit tank and station

         19  storage with the capacity to safely increase, and

         20  thereby reduce the frequency of fuel, transporters

         21  and handling, further benefitting the environment in

         22  fire safety. Anything that reduces truck traffic and

         23  fuel through our streets is very important.

         24                 Intro. 531-A will clarify and

         25  simplify and consolidate fire and prevention code
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          2  provisions, enhancing understanding, encouraging

          3  compliance and facilitating licensing of businesses

          4  throughout the City, and I would ask your support

          5  and vote in favor of this legislation.

          6                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Proceed on the

          8  agenda, please, Mr. Public Advocate.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Discussion of

         10  General Orders.

         11                 Does anyone seek to be recognized at

         12  this time?

         13                 There being no one, Report of Special

         14  Committees.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None, sir.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Report of

         17  Standing Committees.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Report of the

         19  Committee on Environmental Protection.

         20                 Intro. 531-A. An amended local law in

         21  relation to motor fuel storage and dispensing

         22  equipment.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Amended and

         24  coupled on general order.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the
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          2  Committee on Parks, Recreation, Cultural Affairs and

          3  International Intergroup Relations.

          4                 Intro. 656. A preconsidered local law

          5  in relation to a plaza name St. Patrick's Plaza,

          6  Brooklyn.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Is that 666 or

          8  656?

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: It is a typo. It

         10  is 656.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Okay. Adopted

         12  and laid over. That is Intro. 656.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 518. A

         14  local law, Michael Griffith Street, Borough of

         15  Brooklyn.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Coupled on

         17  general orders.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 610. A

         19  local law, Eugene McCabe Way, Manhattan.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 618. A

         22  local law, Langston Hughes Walk, Queens.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 628. A

         25  local law, Barnett Newman Triangle, Manhattan.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Coupled.

          3                 Mr. Public Advocate, can you gavel

          4  the house to order, please.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you.

          6                 General Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 462 and

          8  companion resolution 1068. ULURP C990218 ZSK, bulk

          9  regulations, Brooklyn.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 463 and

         12  companion resolution 1069. ULURP C990217 ZRK, zoning

         13  Bay Ridge District, Brooklyn.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 291-A. An

         16  amended local law in relation to family child care

         17  services.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Laid over

         19  again.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER STARK: Resolution

         21  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Coupled.

         23                 Roll call, Mr. Public Advocate.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Will the clerk

         25  call the roll at this time, please.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Pass.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dear.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: DiBrienza.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dilan.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eldridge.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Koslowitz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lasher.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Marshall.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Moskowitz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Nelson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Provenzano.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Quinn.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robinson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Watkins.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: White.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker Mr.

         17  Vallone.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: All coupled

         20  general orders are adopted commonly by 45 to

         21  nothing.

         22                 Introduction and reading of bills.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: I respectfully

         24  ask that all bills be referred to their respective

         25  committees, with the exception of resolution 1066,
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          2  which is the resolution mourning the death and

          3  celebration of life of jazz legend Milt Jackson, who

          4  passed away October 9th, 1999.

          5                 Mr. Michels. Is he here?

          6                 On behalf of Mr. Michels, we would

          7  ask for immediate consideration and waive the

          8  reading which already took place.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Are there any

         10  objections to this immediate consideration?

         11                 Hearing none, all of those in favor

         12  say aye.

         13                 Opposed, no.

         14                 The immediate consideration is

         15  adopted.

         16                 Are there any others, Mr. Chair?

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: No others.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: This is the

         19  time for general discussion, you can speak on any

         20  matter.

         21                 Council Member Fiala.

         22                 Please raise your hand and you will

         23  be called on in turn.

         24                 And then Council Member Abel.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Mr. Public
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          2  Advocate, Mr. Speaker, the Minority Leader is in

          3  Albany but he wanted the record a message to our

          4  colleagues who were elected last Tuesday and wanted

          5  to welcome Council Member Moskowitz on a hard-fought

          6  and well-deserved win. He wanted to congratulate

          7  Council Members Nelson and Council Member Quinn on

          8  their win, and although we are no longer the

          9  magnificent seven, we are going to call ourselves

         10  the sensational six. We are very happy to have

         11  Council Member Oddo re-elected.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Council Member

         13  Abel.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: As I just told

         15  my whip, I just hope we don't get down to the only

         16  one.

         17                 My colleagues, tomorrow, November

         18  11th, is Veterans Day, and I know that each one of

         19  us will have veterans in our hearts tomorrow and we

         20  will be sure to hang out that flag. But tomorrow is

         21  November 11th, that makes today November 10th, and

         22  so I would like to take this opportunity to wish a

         23  very special happy birthday to the United States

         24  Marine Corps. Today is their birthday.

         25                 Unfortunately, that also brings with
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          2  it probably the reunion of the life of Eddie Kelly

          3  and Dennis Lynch and Greg Sullivan. At the next

          4  Stated Council Meeting we may have to do an

          5  introduction to make such reunions illegal, I will

          6  know better after this evening.

          7                 But be that as it may, happy birthday

          8  Marines and Jay O'Donovan.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: That is one of

         10  the reasons why Jay was here. Council Member

         11  O'Donovan was part of that.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Council

         13  Members Miller and Lopez, in that order.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Thank you.

         15                 I want to join the rest of my

         16  colleagues in congratulating Council Members Oddo,

         17  Quinn and Nelson on their re-election and welcome

         18  Council Member Moskowitz to the Council. It has been

         19  my privilege to work with her in the past, and I

         20  know that all of you are going to enjoy working with

         21  her in the future for the betterment of the entire

         22  City.

         23                 I wanted to just take a moment here

         24  to thank those of my colleagues who signed on to a

         25  letter that I jointly have sent with Council Member
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          2  Michels, Chair of the Environmental Protection

          3  Committee, to urge the MTA to -- as part of their

          4  capital plan, dedicate the funding for new buses to

          5  compressed natural gas vehicles as opposed to diesel

          6  buses.

          7                 Sadly, this City is a leader --

          8  sadly, one of the things that this City is a leader

          9  on is in asthma and in having one of the worst

         10  particulate matter rates in all of the nation, and

         11  one of the great things that contribute to that is

         12  diesel vehicles.

         13                 And sadly, again, the MTA has

         14  proposed in its five-year capital plan to dedicate

         15  80 percent of the funding for new buses and two

         16  diesel buses, and in fact actually build two new

         17  diesel bus depots.  This is just simply

         18  unacceptable. As a City we should be moving forward,

         19  not backward, with regard to compressed natural gas

         20  in improving the air quality for all of our

         21  residents, but particularly when we know how many of

         22  our children are suffering from asthma, and how many

         23  of our residents are being affected by

         24  extraordinarily poor particulate matter rates in

         25  this region.
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          2                 So, I thank my colleagues. Those of

          3  you who have not yet signed on, I would appreciate

          4  your signing on with me, and just let me know. But

          5  we have already over 35 signatories urging the MTA,

          6  and I hope that the MTA when reviewing its plan will

          7  come to a new conclusion and spend more money on

          8  compressed natural gas and much less on diesel.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         11  Council Member Miller.

         12                 Council Member Lopez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I want to echo

         14  the voices of those who want to congratulate the

         15  people who were willing to give their lives to

         16  maintain freedom in this land. And to all of those

         17  veterans, I want to congratulate them today.

         18                 But I want to call the attention to

         19  the Council for one issue. Tomorrow the organization

         20  of veterans that exist in this City had to go to the

         21  Statue of Liberty Island to celebrate this day

         22  because they requested a permit to celebrate this

         23  day in the same place they had done it for many,

         24  many years here in Manhattan. And that permit was

         25  denied by the Parks Department and this
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          2  administration. And they cannot celebrate that day

          3  tomorrow here like they have done for years and

          4  years and years.

          5                 What was the rationale to deny that

          6  permit? I do not understand.

          7                 What was the rationale to tell them,

          8  no, you cannot celebrate that day no more as you

          9  have done traditionally? I don't know the reason or

         10  the rationale.

         11                 What I do know is that tomorrow I am

         12  going to take my day to go to the Statue of Liberty

         13  Island to celebrate that day with those veterans who

         14  are going to be there, and those of you who would

         15  like to join me are more than welcome. The ferry

         16  leaves every half hour, it costs seven dollars, and

         17  we will be accompanying these heroes to celebrate

         18  the day that they deserve more than anybody else in

         19  this nation. And to them they have children, God

         20  bless them, and thank you for giving everything that

         21  you have to give to all or us to make sure that the

         22  constitution of the United States continues to be

         23  what it is - freedom for all, and fairness for all.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         25  Council Member Lopez.
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          2                 Council Members DiBrienza and Reed.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Yes. I need

          4  to -- I want to rerecord one portion of my vote. I

          5  would like to change and rerecord one portion of my

          6  vote.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Without

          8  objection.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: I vote on

         10  LU 462, Reso 1068, companion LU 463, Reso 1069, I

         11  would just like to record it as an abstention.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Council Member

         14  Reed.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you, Mr.

         16  Public Advocate.

         17                 I just wanted to speak briefly on our

         18  resolution 1067. Council Member Miller was just

         19  speaking about diesel buses. There is a proposal

         20  forward now to reuse, that is the euphemism, it

         21  really means double the size of the capacity of a

         22  bus depot that was built when they had horses and

         23  trollies on 100th Street and Lexington Avenue, right

         24  in the epicenter of a community that has the highest

         25  rate of asthma in the country, not in the City but
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          2  in the country. Virtually every child in that

          3  community has a significant respiratory ailment that

          4  often times prohibits them from going to school.

          5  This is a completely residential neighborhood, and

          6  the only rationale that the MTA gives us is its

          7  as-of-right. We used it when there was a horse and

          8  buggy. That is the only reason they give us. We have

          9  asked the State Legislature and the Governor at the

         10  very least to let's have an environmental impact

         11  statement. We have a coalition of over 60

         12  organizations, community groups, Mount Sinai

         13  Hospital, many of the churches and all of the

         14  elected officials, so I am urging as we have passed

         15  on the immediate consideration, but I need the

         16  support of my colleagues that we take a look at

         17  this. And I am not asking what the MTA would ask is,

         18  okay, so whose district should I put it in? I think

         19  there is a fundamental issue that we ought to be

         20  looking at about environmental quality of all of our

         21  lives and not just trying to slip it into somebody

         22  else's district, or in this particular case, ask a

         23  community that is quite literally on the front page

         24  of every newspaper in the country talking about the

         25  epidemic of asthma and yet, the MTA, this authority
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          2  that thinks they are higher than God, does not want

          3  to communicate with the community about our health.

          4                 Thank you very much.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

          6  Council Member Reed.

          7                 Would anyone else seek to be

          8  recognized?

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Ms. Eisland,

         10  please.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Councilwoman

         12  Eisland.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Thank you

         14  very much. I think as we have all taken note, the

         15  Speaker has laryngitis, not a comfortable thing for

         16  anybody in politics, but --

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Particularly a

         18  speaker.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: You are so

         20  right, Mr. Berman.

         21                 But the Speaker has asked me to give

         22  a short report on a trip that he and many Council

         23  members took last week for several days to Puerto

         24  Rico. The members attended the conference (in

         25  Spanish)"We are the future", which was chaired by
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          2  Assemblyman Roberto Ramirez, and the meetings and

          3  the various interactions from the Governor Osolo

          4  (phonetic), and Mayor Calderone, including many of

          5  the members going on a trip to Vieques, were

          6  extraordinarily informative and successful, and I

          7  really think that the Speaker was very much touched

          8  and there was this great deal of appreciation by the

          9  officials in Puerto Rico.

         10                 The report made on Vieques by the

         11  City Council was presented appropriately and

         12  received with a great deal of gratitude. Members

         13  Carrion and myself and River, Walter McCaffrey,

         14  Karen Koslowitz, Guillermo Linares. If I have left

         15  anybody out, please -- and Helen Marshall. Helen and

         16  I shared a boat ride to Vieques, it was a long boat

         17  ride but very interesting. You know, you can study

         18  something and you can hear about it, but to actually

         19  make a visit and see the concerns of the people

         20  really brings that information home.

         21                 So, I just wanted to, on behalf of

         22  Speaker Vallone, report on that and say that it has

         23  brought all of us that much closer to the people of

         24  Puerto Rico, and particularly to the concerns of the

         25  people in Vieques.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

          4  Council Member Eisland.

          5                 Council Members Marshall and

          6  Robinson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Thank you,

          8  Mr. Public Advocate. There is not much to add after

          9  what my colleague June Eisland said, but I think the

         10  thing that impressed me most as we were going to

         11  Vieques was the immense size of the island. It is

         12  almost sort of like a long, long oval shaped, coming

         13  to a point on each end. The people live really in a

         14  very small portion of the Island in the center of

         15  the Island, the rest of it is all controlled by our

         16  own government, and to think that those people are

         17  in that kind of position on that island, you really

         18  get the feeling of what the exact problem is.

         19                 And I would like us to add also that

         20  when Peter Vallone, our Speaker, presented our

         21  resolution to the Governor of Puerto Rico, he was

         22  most impressed and very, very appreciative of our

         23  great concern, and he spoke about the Council of the

         24  City of New York and he knew specifically it was the

         25  Council of the City of New York, were really
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          2  friends, true friends of Puerto Rico.

          3                 I am delighted that I went on the

          4  trip, and I went on my own expense. I say that

          5  because when we go on these trips, the press tries

          6  to make mud of it, and I have always done that

          7  because I feel it is an important place for me to

          8  go.

          9                 Thank you very much.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         11  Council Member Marshall.

         12                 Council Member Robinson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Thank you

         14  very much, Mr. Public Advocate, Speaker and my

         15  colleagues.

         16                 I rise to speak about an issue of

         17  concern to me and should be to that of my colleagues

         18  as well. And also the people of the City of New

         19  York, I am talking about our children. Daily we read

         20  and see on television discussions about our children

         21  failing in school.

         22                 It has been discussed here by my

         23  colleagues in terms of the asthma rate that our

         24  children are experiencing. Something must be done to

         25  preserve and protect our children, in education,
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          2  their health, and as well as our children are being

          3  killed in the streets.

          4                 And I believe that if we provide the

          5  resources, it goes back to the resources in terms of

          6  prevention, it goes back to resources in terms of

          7  after school programs, it goes to resources in terms

          8  of providing jobs and opportunities for our young

          9  people so that they would not be at risk in our

         10  society.

         11                 The video that we just saw talked

         12  about New York being the greatest City in the world,

         13  and I think that we can do a better job in terms of

         14  the protection of our children.

         15                 So I submit to my colleagues today,

         16  that as we move forward in this time and when we go

         17  towards the budget, that we consider the children of

         18  the City of New York, not just talk about it, but

         19  talk about it in a real sense and put our dollars

         20  where our mouths are so that we can protect the

         21  children in terms of education and health and

         22  prevention so that they can continue to be the

         23  present and the future for the City of New York.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,
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          2  Council Member Robinson.

          3                 Council Member Linares and Clarke.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Thank you

          5  very much.

          6                 I also would like to make brief

          7  remarks with regards to the trip that under the

          8  leadership of our Speaker, Peter Vallone, we took,

          9  for me it was to fulfill a promise that I made to

         10  the people of Vieques, that aside from bringing this

         11  report back to them and sharing the feeling that New

         12  Yorkers have in terms of their request of the people

         13  of Vieques and the people of Puerto Rico to have the

         14  marines leave once and for all from the Island of

         15  Vieques. For me in particular it was also to bring

         16  the Dominican flag, which is representative of all

         17  Dominican Americans here in New York City, but all

         18  also Dominicans in the Dominican Republic in the

         19  spirit of support to the claims that the people of

         20  Vieques are making.

         21                 And I wanted very much to have the

         22  flag be part of the contingency of flags of all

         23  municipalities in Puerto Rico to really have a

         24  presence in Vieques in solidarity.

         25                 What was interesting for me was that

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            62

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  being there in the fortress that used to be for the

          3  Spainards when they colonized Puerto Rico and

          4  colonized the Dominican Republic, I found that about

          5  100 Dominican patriots that at the time were

          6  fighting for Dominican independence, were taken

          7  prison to the fortress that we visited, which is now

          8  a museum, and they were the ones as prisoners made

          9  the roads in Vieques.

         10                 So, there is a close history of

         11  struggle --

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Time has

         13  expired.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: -- In the

         15  Dominican Republic and the people of Puerto Rico

         16  which has now manifested in this struggle. So, I

         17  just wanted to share that for the record, and to

         18  say, again, New York is really present with the

         19  people of Vieques until we see the Marines out of

         20  there. Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         22  Council Member Linares.

         23                 Council Member Clarke.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you, Mr.

         25  Public Advocate.
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          2                 To the chair of Health and to the

          3  Speaker, I just want to go on record as saying, the

          4  Governor's announcement of 123 million dollars to

          5  take care of homeless mentally ill, and the mentally

          6  ill, to go along with Kendra's Law, is welcomed news

          7  for New York City.

          8                 I would ask that we very quickly make

          9  a plan so that those who are homeless and mentally

         10  ill, as I was at Venture House looking at their new

         11  facility this morning, that we make sure that we do

         12  both sensitive work, as well as provide for those

         13  who are mentally ill so that we won't have to wait

         14  until somebody is hurt and then somebody goes to

         15  jail because they are mentally ill. They should be

         16  in treatment. So, I would ask that we take a good

         17  look at this money and make adequate plans so that

         18  the mentally ill is treated with dignity as all of

         19  the human beings ought to.

         20                 Thank you very much.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         22  Council Member Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Mr. Robles for

         24  a brief remark.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Thank you, Mr.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            64

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Acting Speaker.

          3                 I welcome the comments of my

          4  colleague, the distinguished chair of the

          5  Subcommittee on Mental Health, Mental Retardation

          6  and Alcoholism Services, which happens to be under

          7  the Committee on Health.

          8                 Let me set the record straight,

          9  because I welcome on behalf of the Speaker, and all

         10  of my colleagues, the Governor's announcement. But

         11  let me say that I was even more happy to see this

         12  morning in the newspaper where he finally now is

         13  saying that he is going to ask the State Legislature

         14  for $125 million, but it is not beginning in this

         15  Fiscal Year, rather in Next Fiscal Year.

         16                 Let me also say that the press

         17  conference the Governor had when he signed this law

         18  was supposed to kick in on April 1. But because he

         19  got carried away, he decided to say that he was

         20  going to implement it immediately.

         21                 So, yes, we will deal with a plan, if

         22  you can find me 5.7 million that we have to put in

         23  our budget because there is not one state dollar in

         24  this fiscal year.

         25                 So, the Committee on Health, my
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          2  colleagues, we will have a hearing to see the famous

          3  plan that the Governor announced and how it is going

          4  to impact upon the budget of the City. And when the

          5  Speaker and I and all of you have a guarantee that

          6  we will be reimbursed in this Fiscal Year of $5.7

          7  million to implement the plan, then I am prepared to

          8  join the Governor and say, Mr. Governor, you have

          9  done a good job.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you, Mr.

         11  Robles.

         12                 Council Member Nelson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you.

         14                 I rise, too, with some of my

         15  colleagues, to congratulate and praise and show our

         16  appreciation for the men and women in our armed

         17  forces, because there are forces out there, other

         18  forces that would do away with our constitution, and

         19  the way of life as we know it in our country, so we

         20  should always be foremost in our minds to remember

         21  that. We have a nice, easy life in this wonderful

         22  country, and it should be appreciated. It didn't

         23  come easy. And many of us take it for granted.

         24                 And I would like to add that my

         25  father, who came over from Russia many years ago,
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          2  did not know his birthday. They did not keep good

          3  records in Minsk. So, all they knew was he was born

          4  some time before Hanukkah so, the family chose

          5  November 11th because it was a patriotic holiday to

          6  show that they were American. So, if there were no

          7  other reason I got to love this country and that day

          8  and honored our veterans, as we all should tomorrow.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         11  Council Member Nelson.

         12                 Happy birthday.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Chair Berman,

         15  is there anything else you would like to add?

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: No, sir.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Is this the

         18  quickest meeting in my memory?

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: No, sir.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Because --

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: It will be if

         22  you adjourn right now.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Is it because

         24  the Speaker couldn't trust you and me to handle

         25  more?
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          2                 We will talk about it another time.

          3                 The Stated Meeting is concluded.

          4                 (Hearing concluded at 2:54 p.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 10th day of November 1999.
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