MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

TITLE:  Resolution calling upon the New York Police Department to explore the possible expansion of the Juvenile Crime Special Projects Squad to address underage prostitution in New York.

TYPE OF LEGISLATION:  Resolution

SUBMITTED BY:  Council Member Boyland

REASONS FOR SUPPORT: Underage prostitution may be a serious problem in New York City.  By some estimates, the average age for entering prostitution in New York City is now between the ages of 13 and 15.  Furthermore, a vast majority of prostituted youth have been sexually abused.  These youth are also subject to significant amounts of violence, rape, and psychological trauma.  As such, these youth should not be treated as criminals, but rather as children that have been sexually exploited.  

Sergeant Susan T. McConnell of the Juvenile Crime Special Projects Squad of the New York Police Department appears to have created a model program for rehabilitating prostituted youth and building the foundation for successful law enforcement efforts against those that benefit from the sexual exploitation of such youth.  Accordingly,  the New York Police Department should explore the possible expansion of the model presented by the Juvenile Crime Special Projects Squad to address underage prostitution in New York.
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