New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation

This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Legislative Service Number:
· Intro No. 0786-2026

Prime Sponsor:
· Council Member Selvena N. Brooks-Powers

Bill Title:
· A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to procedures for and reporting on curing ballots for voters in department of correction custody

Submitted by:
· Council Member Selvena N. Brooks-Powers

Justification
Ensuring eligible voters who are incarcerated can cast and have their ballots counted is essential to maintaining fair and representative elections. On Rikers Island, improving procedures concerning ballot curing for the incarcerated would help safeguard these voting rights.

Intro 786 would require the Commissioner of the New York City Department of Correction (NYC DOC) to work with the New York City Board of Elections to establish procedures for curing ballots submitted by voters who are under custody of the NYC DOC. Additionally, the bill would require the collection of data over the past five years concerning whether ballots were successfully cured and counted. Together, these procedures would strengthen oversight and ensure greater accountability in voting processes.

By establishing ballot curing procedures, protecting incarcerated voters, and collecting data, this legislation addresses systemic barriers that prevent incarcerated individuals from exercising their right to vote. These reforms would ensure that all eligible voters are fairly represented.
