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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Present.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Diaz.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Present.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Present.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Golden.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Presente'.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Miller.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Present.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rodriguez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Present.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We have a

         12  quorum.

         13                 Please rise for today's Invocation

         14  given by Father Hayes, James P. Hayes.

         15                 FATHER HAYES: God, our Creator,

         16  throughout time in history you have chosen stewards

         17  and guardians the public trust, leaders of this

         18  great City, people chosen to play a vital part in

         19  this great City.

         20                 Grant to these stewards present

         21  today, the members of the City Council, inner

         22  strength, wisdom and a sense of justice.

         23                 Assist these stewards gathered here

         24  today with counsel and inner fortitude. Our City is

         25  in a state of mourning and healing as a result of
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          2  the September attack, especially during these days

          3  and weeks and months, days of rebuilding our spirits

          4  in our City.

          5                 We know this, and we come today with

          6  heads bowed, hearts open, and healing spirits

          7  waiting. Let the spirit of encouragement empower and

          8  guide the members of this City Council, assist them

          9  to administer their office in righteousness, may

         10  they encourage due respect for all life and

         11  diversity, and may they execute their office with

         12  mercy and justice, as they seek to promote the

         13  well-being of us all.

         14                 Let a sense of true wisdom direct

         15  their deliberations, and allow a sense of inner

         16  courage to shine forth from our proceedings.

         17                 Permit our discussions today, our

         18  voting on legislation, to become the foundation of

         19  order, rule and good government.

         20                 May the members of this City Council

         21  in this new year seek to preserve peace and harmony

         22  within this great City.

         23                 Let us promote a sense of well-being,

         24  freedom and equality.

         25                 We pray in a special way for the
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          2  members of this City Council at this time of new

          3  problems and new challenges within this City.

          4                 We pray for these leaders who embody

          5  courage, compassion and a higher vision.

          6                 We pray for these stewards and

          7  guardians of this City, may these leaders inspire

          8  us, that a new spirit of forgiveness, caring and

          9  honesty be born in our City and our nation.

         10                 May we all find that inner strength

         11  so as to discharge our office with honesty and

         12  ability.

         13                 May we, as members of this City

         14  Council, move with clear and direct purpose, and

         15  help build a better future for all in this

         16  magnificent City.

         17                 Let us all present today speak as

         18  public servants, stewards and guardians of this City

         19  by saying in one voice, amen.

         20                 THE QUORUM: Amen.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Lopez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Motion to

         24  spread the invocation in full upon the record by

         25  Father James P. Hayes.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 Adoption of Minutes. Council Member

          4  Quinn.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes, I move

          6  that the Council adopt the minutes of the December

          7  11th, 2001 meeting as printed.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Without

          9  objections, so moved.

         10                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 20.

         12  Communication from the Mayor - withdrawing the

         13  consideration by the New York City Council on

         14  various mayoral nominations.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, Ordered,

         16  Printed and Filed.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         18  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Communication

         20  from the Manhattan Borough President's Office -

         21  submitting objection to the City Planning

         22  Commission's approval of ULURP C020032 ZSM.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, Ordered,

         24  Printed and Filed.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions
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          2  and Communications.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

          5  Call-Ups.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 22.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on call-up

          8  vote.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 23.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 24.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 25.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 26.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Se' (phonetic).

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Aye.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Coupled roll

         25  call. All adopted and referred to the Land Use.
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          2                 Communication from the Speaker.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Madam

          4  Public Advocate.

          5                 I will just speak briefly to say to

          6  my colleagues that I want to thank you for your

          7  patience and your support through this process.

          8                 During the last week I have met with

          9  each and every one of you and been even more

         10  impressed by your commitment to the issues that face

         11  New Yorkers in this City.

         12                 I'm very pleased that the Rules

         13  Committee has recommended to the full body the most

         14  diverse leadership team and set of committee chairs

         15  in the history of the City Council. Diverse in every

         16  sense. Diverse in the sense of race, ethnicity,

         17  gender, sexual orientation, but diverse in the sense

         18  of experience and commitment to the issues that

         19  really New Yorkers are concerned about.

         20                 So, I'm very proud of what the Rules

         21  Committee has adopted.

         22                 I want to suggest to you, though,

         23  that I'm going to continue, and my colleagues are

         24  going to continue, and Chairman Comrie will

         25  continue, as we go forward to continue to try to
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          2  make adjustments to those of you who feel that there

          3  may be other ways that we can address your

          4  willingness and desire to serve on particular

          5  committees, we will continue to listen to those and

          6  continue to work to make sure that we make good on

          7  the commitment that I made to you one week ago

          8  today, which was to give every one of you every

          9  opportunity to provide the leadership that this City

         10  so desperately needs on the issues that face New

         11  Yorkers.

         12                 So, I thank you very much for your

         13  patience.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         15  of General Orders.

         16                 Does anybody want to speak on any

         17  matter?

         18                 Yes, Councilman Rivera.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Good

         20  afternoon. Thank you.

         21                 To Madam Public Advocate, I want to

         22  congratulate you on your position, on obtaining your

         23  position, and also commend you for appointing my

         24  former colleague, former Councilman Guillermo

         25  Linares, as your Deputy Public Advocate.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            19

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 I mean, all across the board of what

          3  we've seen here in the new year, 2002, is that the

          4  entire Administration, from the Mayor's side, the

          5  Public Advocate's side, and here in the City

          6  Council, has made a commitment to diversity.

          7                 On the Mayor's side he's put in

          8  top-notch individuals into his higher authority

          9  there in the Mayor's Administration, and we've got

         10  to commend him for that.

         11                 Yourself, for Guillermo Linares and

         12  to my Speaker, Gifford Miller, I have to commend you

         13  for working hard to make sure that this City Council

         14  is representative of the millions of people that

         15  live here in the City of New York. Thank you very

         16  much for that.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         18  Councilman.

         19                 Council Member Lopez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes, I want to

         21  call the attention of all New Yorkers to the

         22  incredible action that has been taken by the Speaker

         23  of this body, and is to recognize that disabilities

         24  in this City are not going to go unnoticed no

         25  longer. And for this Speaker to come to a heroic
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          2  decision to put together a standing committee that

          3  is going to deal with people with disabilities, to

          4  understand that people with disability in this City

          5  no longer are going to be discriminated and continue

          6  to be put aside, is very important and the City

          7  needs to look at this and needs to look at the

          8  leadership that the Speaker has taken in putting

          9  this standing committee in place.

         10                 I'm making this statement not on the

         11  base that I have been appointed the Chair of this

         12  Committee, but making this statement because it's

         13  time for our nation to respect the laws that we have

         14  approved at the federal level, at the state level,

         15  at the City level that said people with disability

         16  can no longer be discriminated in our nation. This

         17  Speaker has taken an action, an action that is to be

         18  respected.

         19                 Congratulations to your leadership,

         20  and a lot of respect from me to you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         22  Council member.

         23                 Council Member Brewer.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Just on a

         25  slightly different topic, and it will have to do
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          2  with education and public safety as time goes on, I

          3  want to thank both Chris Quinn and Gifford Miller

          4  for calling, because we had a horrible incident at

          5  Martin Luther King, Jr. High School, and the

          6  Chancellor has been there, the Police Department has

          7  been there, and I think that the situation is

          8  stabilized, but the overall problem never goes away

          9  of school safety and management in the school.

         10                 So, I look forward to working with

         11  all of you for all of our schools on something as

         12  important as management, better education and safety

         13  in our schools.

         14                 Thank you very much.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         16  Council Member.

         17                 Council Member?

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Council Member

         19  James Davis.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Davis.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: At our last

         23  meeting I wanted to say that on behalf of all of the

         24  police officers, I am a police, retired police

         25  officer, along with Hiram Monserrate and Martin
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          2  Golden, and on behalf of all the police officers

          3  and, of course, the firemen, and all the emergency

          4  rescue workers and, of course, all the civilians

          5  that passed away during the World Trade Center, I

          6  dedicate my winning of the election, I dedicate my

          7  being here to all of the fine heroes that gave their

          8  life, and I would like to compliment the Speaker,

          9  Gifford Miller, for appointing three police officers

         10  to the Public Safety Committee - Hiram, Golden, and

         11  also Davis. And I'm looking forward to implementing

         12  police reform. I believe that we can have a safe

         13  City without persons' rights being violated, we

         14  support our police, we love our police, but we also

         15  love and support the civilian population.

         16                 So, again, I just want to compliment

         17  our Speaker, and I look forward to making our City a

         18  safe and great place to live.

         19                 Congratulations, Public Advocate;

         20  congratulations, Speaker Miller.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         22  Councilman Davis -- Council Member, excuse me.

         23                 Council Member Barron. Oh, my friend.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Back here.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes,
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          2  Councilman Barron.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: We should do

          4  this by alphabetical order next time. Yassky said no

          5  way.

          6                 I just want to rise to say that, I

          7  want to commend, in particular, Allan Jennings and

          8  myself, for the co-founders of the Fresh Democracy

          9  Council, for bringing the democratic changes that

         10  came to the Council, and I thought that they were

         11  quite historic, and David Yassky and also to Oliver

         12  Koppell, for all the work, and Gale Brewer, who did

         13  the work to make these rules pass.

         14                 I wanted to also encourage us to keep

         15  going so that the good Speaker we have doesn't have

         16  all this power next time around, even to do the

         17  chairs the way we did, even though I have a chair, I

         18  still think we need more democracy, Speaker. But I

         19  want to commend you for the diversity, for the

         20  supporting of the democratic changes, and for your

         21  sensitivity to trying to do the best you can with

         22  all that you had to deal with. And perhaps in our

         23  next sessions down the road we'll get either Land

         24  Use or Finance to a person of color, but we'll keep

         25  working.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            24

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 Thank you very much.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          4  Councilman.

          5                 Oh, yes, excuse me. We're giving a

          6  lot of leeway today, because it is only the second

          7  meeting, but we were a little bit out of order in

          8  having everybody speak to subjects that were not up

          9  for a vote today, so I just want to point that out.

         10                 Councilman Dilan.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Yes.

         12  Very briefly, I would like to thank the Speaker -- I

         13  would like to congratulate the Speaker on his

         14  victory.  And I would like to thank the constituents

         15  of the 37th Councilmanic District for allowing me to

         16  serve on this body. I look forward to working with

         17  all of my colleagues, and I won't let my district

         18  down.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         21  Councilman.

         22                 No other speakers?

         23                 Report of Special Committees.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of
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          2  Standing Committees.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution 1.

          4  Resolution amending the Rules of the Council to

          5  create a new Rule 4.00 to replace the current one.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          7  order.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution 2.

          9  Resolution making certain amendments to Rule 7.00 of

         10  the Rules of the Council in relation to Standing

         11  Committees.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         13  Order.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 27.

         15  Appointment of chairs and members and the allowances

         16  of chairpersons and officers.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         18  Order.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         20  Order Calendar.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         22  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         24  Order.

         25                 I just want to ask for a roll call on
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          2  all matters coupled on the General Order Calendar.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Se' emple'
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          2  (phonetic).

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Yes.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All coupled

         14  general orders are adopted by a vote of 49 in the

         15  affirmative, none in the negative.

         16                 General Discussion. Any member can

         17  speak for two minutes.

         18                 Alan.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Less than two,

         20  Madam Advocate. Thank you very much.

         21                 Just on behalf of my district, I

         22  would like to thank and commend the Speaker for his

         23  attentiveness and sensitivity in establishing the

         24  Select Committee on Lower Manhattan Redevelopment,

         25  and I would just add that I, and we certainly
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          2  recognize that this task is part and parcel of the

          3  continued revitalization of our entire City and to

          4  accomplish that task we will need to draw upon the

          5  input and expertise of every member of this body,

          6  and I look forward to doing that and working with

          7  our great new Speaker and all of my fellow

          8  colleagues. Thank you very much. And, of course, our

          9  esteemed Public Advocate, with whom we've already

         10  begun to work closely together on this task. Thank

         11  you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Councilman.

         14                 Any other speakers?

         15                 Councilman Weprin.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes, Madam

         17  Public Advocate.

         18                 I rise today to express my

         19  appreciation to Speaker Miller, for the confidence

         20  he has placed in me by recommending me for Chair of

         21  the Finance Committee. This is both a challenging

         22  and daunting undertaking in serving the people of

         23  the City of New York and my colleagues on the

         24  Council.

         25                 I also take this opportunity to
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          2  acknowledge the yeoman work done in chairing this

          3  Committee these many years by my predecessor Herb

          4  Berman, as well as the Committee staff. Their

          5  unflagging round-the-clock dedication in working

          6  against an irreversible deadline in addressing the

          7  details and complexities and comparing the current

          8  budget modification emerges as a yardstick for all

          9  such comprehensive planning initiatives. Their

         10  skills and talents will again be sorely tested as we

         11  address our City's projected $4 billion deficit. I

         12  am both challenged and humbled by this assignment

         13  and pledged to fulfill it in a manner that will

         14  bring credit to this Council and satisfaction to the

         15  people of New York City.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         18  Councilman.

         19                 Council Member Quinn.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you.

         21                 I just want to call my colleagues'

         22  attention to a matter that was in the paper on

         23  Monday. On Friday, late Friday evening, early

         24  Saturday evening there was a shooting in West

         25  Harlem. An African-American gay man was first
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          2  verbally -- he and his friend were verbally

          3  harassed, and then one of the two men was shot in

          4  the chest, because the perpetrators believed he was

          5  gay and were outraged by the fact he was gay,

          6  taunted he and his friend, said that

          7  African-Americans shouldn't be gay and then later

          8  shot the man.

          9                 I want to, one, make sure people know

         10  this happened; two, know that Mayor Bloomberg has

         11  responded to this crime in a way that is in sharp

         12  contrast to our previous Mayor, he's outreached to

         13  the gay men of African descent, he's gone to the

         14  hospital to visit the victim. The victim is a

         15  homeless man. He sent the Human Resources

         16  Administration Commissioner to meet with the victim

         17  to try to help with other issues in his life. There

         18  was a meeting yesterday that was attended by my

         19  office, by Council Member Perkins, by Council Member

         20  Reed. Council Member Reed is organizing a response

         21  along with the Mayor from African-American leaders

         22  and lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender leaders and

         23  others at some point next week. I would urge my

         24  colleagues to thank the Mayor for his proactive

         25  response to this, to join myself and Council Member

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            34

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Perkins and Council Member Reed, and also the

          3  Speaker who reached out to gay men of African

          4  descent, but to join with us and whenever the press

          5  event is, to send a message that this new Council,

          6  as was the case with the old Council, that this new

          7  Council is not going to stand for homophobia or

          8  violence or racism in this City. Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         10  Council Member Quinn.

         11                 Council Member Sears, please.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: In just very

         13  few words, I want to commend our Speaker for coming

         14  to the conclusions that he has. He has had to deal

         15  with a very sensitive, difficult issue, and his

         16  efforts have created, in the area of cooperation and

         17  what I believe is ahead for the Council is unity. We

         18  disagree and we agree, but in the end we all have

         19  the right to disagree, and I think that our Speaker

         20  has demonstrated that. So, I thank you, and I look

         21  forward to working with all of my colleagues.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         23  Council Member.

         24                 Council Member Sanders.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Madam Public
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          2  Advocate, first I rise to commend our Speaker for

          3  putting together the most diverse body of chairs

          4  that this Council has ever seen, and I think we have

          5  made history again. Are there roads that we have to

          6  go further? Of course. But as we move forward, we

          7  should acknowledge where we are.

          8                 I also want to say that in my

          9  district, of course, we have a problem of stray dogs

         10  which are attacking people, and I want to make sure

         11  that we also look for those solutions to these

         12  problems so we can address the needs of the

         13  districts. As I also say that the attacks on the

         14  gay, or alleged gay gentleman, should be deplored by

         15  everybody in New York City.

         16                 Thank you very much.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         18  Council member.

         19                 Council Member Golden.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: May I be

         21  excused to vote, Madam President?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Without

         23  objections.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: I vote aye.

         25  And aye on Land Use Call-Ups, as well.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The vote now

          3  stands at 50 in the affirmative and none in the

          4  negative.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Jennings.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: I want to

          9  commend the Speaker on his choice and reiterate

         10  what's been said over and over again, that in the

         11  history of the City Council we never had such a

         12  diverse leadership team, and I would like to commend

         13  the Speaker on that.

         14                 I also want to recognize, you know,

         15  it's very rare that you find people in this business

         16  keep their word on issues, and I would like to thank

         17  the Speaker for keeping his word on all the promises

         18  he made when he came before the Caucus and said that

         19  Rules was going to come on the floor.

         20                 You know, we have to recognize that

         21  our word is a very, very important thing, and I

         22  would like to thank the Speaker for bringing the

         23  Rules on the floor.

         24                 And I also want to recognize some

         25  other leaders that have been working real hard for
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          2  the last two months to make sure that these rules

          3  came to the fore, and thank them for bringing

          4  history to this body.

          5                 Leadership is not the title that you

          6  hold, but it's the direction in which you walk when

          7  others decide to follow you. And we have such great

          8  leaders that we know that we can trust them, that

          9  they will always do the right thing by this body,

         10  and I would like to commend again and thank Gale

         11  Brewer and Alan Gerson and Charles Barron, James

         12  Davis, David Yassky, James Sanders, Mr. Weprin, Mr.

         13  Comrie, Mr. Oliver Koppell, Mr. Robert Jackson, Bill

         14  DeBlasio and John Liu, and, of course, Yvette

         15  Clarke, the person who came up with the name of the

         16  Fresh Democracy Council, I just would like to thank

         17  all of you for the hard work you've done over these

         18  last two months, and, of course, my good friend from

         19  Queens, colleague Hiram Monserrate, for all the hard

         20  work and for fighting so hard for every single

         21  member of this Council for today and for the future,

         22  I thank you all.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         24  Councilman Jennings.

         25                 Councilman McMahon.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

          3  Madam Advocate.

          4                 I want to let everybody know here

          5  that working together with Speaker Miller we're

          6  going to clean up New York City, we're going to

          7  clean up this town, and I mean that both

          8  figuratively and literally. I want to thank him for

          9  having the understanding to know that the issue of

         10  solid waste management is not one that only

         11  confronts the people of Staten Island, but confronts

         12  all of the people of the City of New York, and I

         13  want to thank him for hearing our request to set up

         14  a separate committee to deal with that.

         15                 And I want to remind all those in

         16  this room that less than two weeks ago, there were

         17  incumbents who said that there would not be a

         18  peaceful transfer of power from one City Council to

         19  the other, and here we are on January 16th under the

         20  great leadership of Gifford Miller organizing and

         21  ready to go to deal with the issues that confront

         22  our City of New York.

         23                 And it is this very process that

         24  sends a message to terrorists and those that would

         25  do away with the American way of life, to let them
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          2  know that democracy reigns supreme in our country

          3  and in our City and it's because of great leaders

          4  like our Speaker that we're able to do this. So, I

          5  want to commend him, not only for leading local

          6  issues, but setting a national example that

          7  democracy is alive and well in the City Council

          8  Chamber of the City of New York.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         11  Council Member.

         12                 Council Member Boyland.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 I just want to read something that I

         16  found that was very interesting when we were talking

         17  about the diversity of the City Council and how

         18  we're all put together here to make a difference.

         19  True power, our power, is in our diversity and our

         20  differences. It is not elusive power of getting

         21  elected to this fine body. We have already crossed

         22  that path by the ability we have within to serve

         23  those who are voiceless in this great City. In many

         24  ancient African, Asian and Hispanic and

         25  Native-American traditions a person's wealth is
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          2  measured by the wellbeing of its children. The same

          3  people in New York City all want that same thing, a

          4  better quality of life for them and their children.

          5                 So, as we see a new Administration, a

          6  new City government, stricken with the challenges of

          7  balancing a depleted budget, negotiating wages with

          8  much-needed City employees and educating and

          9  employing children and families that have been taken

         10  off of welfare, especially in our communities of

         11  color, we are called to the plate. We have three

         12  strikes, ladies and gentlemen, but we want to hit a

         13  home run on that first ball.

         14                 The challenges ahead are great, but I

         15  live in a world that I live by great speakers, and a

         16  great person once said this, "a woman's true wealth

         17  is in the good word of the work that they do." Thank

         18  you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         20  Council Member Boyland.

         21                 Councilman Fidler.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you,

         23  Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 When John Lindsay was running for

         25  re-election as Mayor, I think his campaign slogan
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          2  was "It's the second toughest job in America,"

          3  that's because he never had to formulate a slate of

          4  committee chairs and committee members as the

          5  Speaker of the Council.

          6                 And I want to add my voice to those

          7  of my colleagues who, while I didn't bring you any

          8  gifts today, Gifford, thanking you for putting

          9  together this slate as you did, and for the trust,

         10  personally for the trust that you showed me in

         11  naming me a committee chairperson.

         12                 I know that Brother Barron did not

         13  see this process as happening in a way that it's

         14  happened, I think he would probably agree with me

         15  that the final result is a good one for all of us,

         16  and I just want to congratulate you and thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         18  Councilman.

         19                 Martinez. Councilman Martinez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you. I

         21  want to commend Speaker Miller for his leadership

         22  and having the confidence in many of us who were

         23  called "New Jack," the new kids in town, and giving

         24  us the opportunity to have a leadership role in this

         25  body.  But I also want to bring attention to this
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          2  body, to the issues facing many immigrant

          3  communities, such as my district, and that's that we

          4  have a responsibility of making sure that we

          5  continue to keep the dream alive, the dream of

          6  opportunity, the dream of freedom, in many of our

          7  immigrant communities that makes this great,

          8  wonderful City, and we can't keep the dream alive or

          9  hope alive if we don't work to ensure that every

         10  child in the City of New York have the best possible

         11  public education, as our Speaker already committed

         12  to, but we also must keep that opportunity alive for

         13  adults. We must tackle the issues that many

         14  immigrants are facing today in our Spanish papers,

         15  El Diario, we have big articles of how many of the

         16  immigrants are going to be affected by the changes

         17  in CUNY, and I want to thank Speaker Miller for

         18  appointing me to the Higher Education Committee,

         19  because this is an issue that's important to many of

         20  us to keep the dream alive, but we only can keep the

         21  dream alive if we have an opportunity to educate

         22  ourselves and further ourselves.

         23                 So, thank you, Mr. Speaker Miller.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         25  Councilman.
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          2                 Anybody else?

          3                 Councilman Rivera.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you.

          5                 On a different note, a year ago today

          6  we were in the middle of a special election, and the

          7  last thing on our minds was what's going to take

          8  place a year later.

          9                 My mother was my campaign manager

         10  then, and she spearheaded everything, and I owe a

         11  lot to the effort and the work that she has given to

         12  my campaign. So, I want my mother to please stand.

         13  Thank you.

         14                 The rest of us know the other half

         15  of, you know, the parents that I have, he's over in

         16  Puerto Rico, to no surprise, but he sends his thank

         17  you to all of you for a job well done in the years

         18  past and he looks forward to seeing this Council

         19  rise to be even greater than it once was.

         20                 When I first got elected, I had the

         21  opportunity to sit down with a bunch of the

         22  leadership then, and I spoke with them and we had a

         23  vision, and we spoke about a vision of what New York

         24  City would become.

         25                 One thing we all had in common was
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          2  that we all knew, even then, that we were going to

          3  have financial challenges, but the one thing we all

          4  said is that we cannot put the burden of these

          5  challenges on the shoulders of our youth, of our

          6  senior citizens, of the people of the working

          7  families here in the City of New York, the people

          8  that have shaped and created the very place we call

          9  home, and the very place that we are proud of.

         10                 On September 11th we saw something

         11  very shocking, something that we've never seen here

         12  in the United States of America. We are outraged.

         13  But how do we retaliate? By showing that we will be

         14  successful. We will come out of these times with our

         15  heads up high and our spirits strong, showing that

         16  we will be unwaivered. I am proud of this Council,

         17  of the intelligence, of their vast experience, the

         18  diversity, the commitment and dedication of each

         19  individual that sits on this body. I know that we

         20  will not fail this City. I know we will move forward

         21  very strong, and very united.

         22                 Thank you very much. Thank you to my

         23  staff, my Chief of Staff, Albert Alvarez, Nilden

         24  Enorska, John Newner, Radamie, Alex, and thank you

         25  to Valerie (names spelled phonetically). Thank you
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          2  all for the work that you've done for me. Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          4  Councilman.

          5                 Councilman Comrie.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Good

          7  afternoon, Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 I also would like to commend our

          9  Speaker Gifford Miller for the process that he did

         10  to revamp all of the City Council committees.

         11                 As you know, every committee had to

         12  be totally reconstituted, we had no returning

         13  members.

         14                 The Committee has also reflected that

         15  we have a majority of minority persons who will be

         16  committee chairpersons. It was a monumental task,

         17  and I want to commend the Speaker for everything

         18  that he has done to bring us to this point.

         19                 I also want to congratulate my

         20  members, because we've had the opportunity for a lot

         21  of discourse over the past four or five months, and

         22  I have noted this body will be the best Council of

         23  any Council in history, in order to deal with the

         24  issues that we have to face, we have a wealth of

         25  talent on this Council, we have persons that are
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          2  ready and willing to serve, and I look forward to

          3  working with them in a leadership capacity with your

          4  faith in me to make sure that this Council is

          5  reflective of every concern that this City has.

          6                 Thank you very much.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Councilman

          8  Vallone.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I think

         10  Speaker Miller has once again proven that when you

         11  look for talent and qualifications, you find

         12  diversity, and I commend you for that, Mr. Speaker.

         13                 I also know what it's like to follow

         14  in great footsteps, I look forward to working with

         15  you. Congratulations.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         17  Councilman.

         18                 Council Member Foster.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Good

         20  afternoon. I rise as we talk about diversity, I'd

         21  like to make sure that we acknowledge that yesterday

         22  was Martin Luther King's birthday, and as we look up

         23  and we see "a government of the people, by the

         24  people, for the people," many of us in this room

         25  weren't included when Lincoln said those words, so
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          2  many of us are piggy-backing in on the works of

          3  Martin Luther King and others like Rosa Park, Fannie

          4  Lou Haime or Geronamo Pratt, who paved the way and I

          5  just think that needs to be acknowledged.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          7  Council member.

          8                 Councilman Gennaro.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes, thank

         10  you.

         11                 I wish also to thank Speaker Miller

         12  for the trust that you've placed in me. I look

         13  forward to working on issues that relate to the

         14  environment, as I've done here for the last ten

         15  years, and I also want to salute the work of Stan

         16  Michels, who chaired the Committee since 1992. I

         17  salute his work. I don't know if he's here today. He

         18  taught me I think a lot of great things.

         19                 And I would also like to recognize in

         20  a very special way the work of the staff of the City

         21  Council. They're the ones that have been doing a lot

         22  of the work for us. They've been my brothers and

         23  sisters and colleagues for the last 11 years. I look

         24  forward to working with them, and I just would hope

         25  that all of the members of this Council would
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          2  recognize them right now in a very special way.

          3  Thank you to the staff.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          5  Council Member.

          6                 Councilman DeBlasio.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: I want to

          8  congratulate all my colleagues for the road we've

          9  traveled. I want to thank the Speaker for his

         10  amazing fairness and balance and openness in the

         11  process that he's conducted around the chairmanships

         12  and the memberships of the committee.

         13                 Very much from my heart I can say of

         14  our new Speaker, he's been a man of his word. His

         15  commitment to the reforms of our Rules was something

         16  that many other leaders would have been afraid to go

         17  forward with and he did it with great dignity and

         18  strength, and I want to say he's set the kind of

         19  tone that I think gives us all faith that this will

         20  be an incredibly effective City Council.

         21                 I appreciate your faith, Mr. Speaker,

         22  in me, as making me chair for the General Welfare

         23  Committee. I'm honored to continue in the footsteps

         24  of my predecessor Steve DiBrienza, who I think

         25  really is the model for what a committee chairperson
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          2  should be in this body.

          3                 And I also know that our Speaker is a

          4  sensitive person who will understand that the work

          5  of the General Welfare Committee, in some ways some

          6  of the toughest work that this body has to do, will

          7  require great compassion and understanding and

          8  bravery, the kind of bravery he's shown up to now,

          9  and I appreciate that, Mr. Speaker.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         11  Councilman.

         12                 Council Member Katz.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

         14  Advocate, this is the second legislative body that I

         15  have had the honor of serving in in my career. I was

         16  a member of the New York State Assembly for many

         17  years and I never thought that I could actually be

         18  prouder of the Assembly as I am of the New York City

         19  Council. I'm so proud to be part of this body. And I

         20  was one of the folks who was a little bit worried

         21  about term limits. When it all came about and the

         22  argument happened, and we knew that there would be

         23  38 new members of the Council, and a new Mayor, and

         24  new Citywide offices, there was some concern out

         25  there, and over the last few months this legislative
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          2  body has been able to work together, get to know one

          3  another, the former members of the Council working

          4  with the new members, the ones that were still

          5  incumbents coming into the new body, and I believe

          6  that we are going to be just great, and I am so

          7  proud to be part of this legislative body. And also

          8  extremely proud of our Speaker. A few people asked

          9  me before, he did this all in one week? He managed

         10  to do all of this in one week - the chairs, the

         11  committees, the subcommittees, and for that I think

         12  he deserves a lot of credit, and I just wanted to

         13  express my pride in this legislative body.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         16                 Council Member Diaz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Madam Chairlady,

         18  I have a question and a statement. First the

         19  question.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: I am new here.

         22  You, too. Welcome to the club. So I hear people here

         23  congratulating the Speaker because they have been

         24  appointed to be chairmen, or chairperson of certain

         25  committees. My question is, will the Speaker get the
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          2  time to appoint them publicly here? Because I hear

          3  them thanking him for being appointed, so I don't

          4  know yet if the Speaker will appoint them here

          5  publicly, or we can thank him for the secret

          6  commission that we have?

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  member, with due respect, I think it's already been

          9  voted on.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Okay. But then I

         11  have a statement.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: I, when I was

         14  running during my primaries, people used to say that

         15  37 new members for this new Council would be

         16  detrimental to the City, and that we will not be

         17  able to accomplish the job that the City requires,

         18  that the situation requires, to perform.

         19                 Seeing and looking at and living

         20  these days and seeing how the Speaker really has

         21  conducted himself, and I was appointed to be

         22  Chairperson of the Aging Committee, I have been 25

         23  years working for the aging community, I served

         24  5,000 senior citizens in the Bronx, and I employed

         25  1,300 people to serve senior citizens, that showed
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          2  that the Speaker Miller had chosen the best person

          3  to be the Chairman of that Committee, and I am here

          4  to work.

          5                 Now, however, Speaker Miller got here

          6  and we all are happy and we all are proud that he is

          7  being our Speaker. I would like to congratulate also

          8  the people that made possible for Speaker Miller to

          9  be here and the unions of those people that really,

         10  and those county chairmen, especially I would like

         11  to congratulate the Chairman of the Bronx County,

         12  Roberto Ramili (phonetic), the best county chairman

         13  in this City of New York is sitting up there, I

         14  would like to congratulate him.

         15                 And I am here to work, and I heard

         16  before that this is a new Council, that this Council

         17  will not tolerate any kind of discrimination, and

         18  that's the way it should be. No discrimination, not

         19  for anyone, not for straight, not for gay, not for

         20  lesbian, not for Christians. This Council should not

         21  discriminate against anyone. This Council should

         22  have the rule to listen to everyone, all philosophy,

         23  all point of views, and everyone, all of us, shall

         24  feel that we are welcome, that we are working

         25  together, and we do the best for the City, but
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          2  Christians should never be discriminated neither.

          3                 Thank you very much.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          5  Councilman.

          6                 Councilman Stewart.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Madam

          8  Advocate, I want to congratulate you on your

          9  position. And secondly, I want to commend the

         10  Speaker for the fine work that he has been doing.

         11                 I want to let you folks know one

         12  basic thing, is that I did not think that 25 years

         13  ago coming to this country, without a Green card,

         14  and with just $20 in my pocket, that I would have

         15  had the opportunity to go to college, go to medical

         16  school and then be serving on the greatest Council,

         17  the greatest City in the World, the New York City

         18  Council. And for that, I say God bless America.

         19                 Secondly, I want you to know that I

         20  pledge to work with my colleagues to make sure that

         21  the people that I represent in East Flatbush, the

         22  45th Councilmanic District, is not being left out,

         23  that they get their fair share, and that I pledge to

         24  work with the Speaker, with the rest of the body, to

         25  make sure that is happening.
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          2                 Thank you, again, for allowing me to

          3  speak. Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          5  Council Member Stewart.

          6                 Speaker Gifford -- Miller.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Madam

          8  Public Advocate Betsy.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: I just want to thank

         11  all of my colleagues for their nice words, and just

         12  note that to the extent that there is credit due,

         13  it's due to the entire legislative body. All these

         14  committee chairmanships and all the memberships of

         15  the committees was adopted by the full Council, and,

         16  so, the credit for the diversity is the credit for

         17  the body itself, but I thank you for all your nice

         18  words. And I just want to note as a final matter

         19  that the next Stated Council Meeting is at 1:00 on

         20  January 30th. Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         22  Councilman.

         23                 Meeting is adjourned.

         24                 (Hearing concluded at 3:00 p.m.)

         25
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