New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 0799-2024

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Stevens, Riley, and Williams

Bill Title:
A Local Law in relation to panic buttons for small business operators

Submitted by:
Council Member Stevens

Justification:
Small business owners and their employees are often on the front lines of public safety incidents and need immediate, reliable access to emergency assistance. This legislation removes financial barriers by reimbursing small storefront businesses with fewer than ten employees for panic buttons that quickly alert the police and nearby pedestrians during an emergency. The pilot program and required report will help determine the effectiveness of this safety measure and whether it should be expanded or made permanent.
