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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  Good

          3  afternoon, everyone. I would like to, before the

          4  Stated Meeting begins, be part of the ceremonies

          5  that we have here in City Hall from time to time. I

          6  am proud to be here to celebrate two things. One, of

          7  course, prematurely, the 25th World Series for the

          8  Yankees. But the other, more seriously, is the

          9  centennial birthday of Rose Kryzak, who missed by

         10  four months her birthday of October 15th, 1999, she

         11  was born October 15th, 1899, and she was a woman of

         12  as much voice, heart, spirit and energy as any

         13  person I have ever been privileged to work with.

         14                 She survived as a young girl a pogrom

         15  in Russia, and it was perfect training to survive

         16  anything ultimately in New York City when she came

         17  here and began organizing on behalf of working

         18  people, women and seniors, beginning in I guess

         19  1920s and 1930s. Ultimately she was named by New

         20  York the Senior Advocate of the Year in 1987, and

         21  she left a legacy not only of love and of activism,

         22  but also a policy. She was the leading force behind

         23  the epic program, which Governor Cuomo enacted which

         24  provides low cost drugs for senior citizens who need

         25  them. In fact, President Clinton, only two days ago,
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          2  is proposing that kind of approach for all of the

          3  elderly on Medicare and in a sense is following a

          4  pioneer like Rose Kryzak. Rose Kryzak' genius was

          5  that she not only wouldn't take no for an answer

          6  from people like Speaker Vallone and me, she

          7  wouldn't even take yes for an answer. She so much

          8  wanted to do more for the people who were in need,

          9  and I think it is entirely appropriate then that we

         10  commemorate her birthday today.

         11                 I would like to call up Ann Herman,

         12  her daughter, who will represent the family because

         13  we are here not only with a contemporary of Rose's,

         14  but her daughter, her grandchild - children, and her

         15  great  grandchild Jacqueline. Jacqueline, wave to

         16  everybody. Hi, honey. Thank you.

         17                 Ann, would you like to say a couple

         18  of words, please?

         19                 MS. HERMAN: I would like to thank

         20  Mark Green for having this day for my mother. She

         21  was a true 20th century woman, having lived through

         22  the whole century. She was short in stature like I

         23  am but she was big of mouth and big of deed. I am so

         24  proud of the things that she did and the

         25  accomplishments she made. She worked for 52 years at
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          2  the same job, which I said to her, nobody will ever

          3  beat that, and it's obscene.

          4                 She organized that office, and she

          5  was active in the promotion of Social Security,

          6  which I am now a recipient of, so I have her to

          7  thank for that. She and my father are married for 63

          8  years, they were a wonderful couple, the family that

          9  she created, not only for myself and my brother but

         10  for my cousins and her sisters and brothers, not

         11  only are we cousins but we are friends. And

         12  everybody who met her became her friend. Unless you

         13  disagreed with her, and then you weren't her friend.

         14                 But even if she disagreed with you,

         15  she made the points that needed to be made in her

         16  argument, and when she came up in front of the Power

         17  Commission to discuss why they shouldn't raise their

         18  rates, she said as seniors we shouldn't have to pay

         19  for future works that are going to be. She said I

         20  don't buy green bananas anymore. And of course she

         21  lived another 20 years, but when the Power

         22  Commission denied Con Edison the raise, it was known

         23  as the Kryzak problem. So you can see that she was a

         24  tremendous woman, and I am very proud of her and she

         25  would have loved being here and I am sorry she is
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          2  not. I miss her.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Fifty-two

          4  years in one job. Clearly there were not term limits

          5  on her job. And let us now have an official New York

          6  City Proclamation read on behalf of a woman who was

          7  one year younger than the City we are now in.

          8                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Proclamation.

          9                 Whereas, after a 52-year career with

         10  an actuarial firm, Rose Kryzak began an entirely new

         11  career as a champion for the rights of the elderly.

         12  She began in 1976 at a hearing of the Federal Power

         13  Commission where she argued that seniors should not

         14  have to pay the utilities costs of constructing

         15  facilities. Rose Kryzak organized hundreds of

         16  seniors on this issue and soon became well known as

         17  an advocate on energy matters.

         18                 Whereas, Rose Kryzak was an esteemed

         19  leader in many organizations, including Citywide

         20  Advocates, Queens Council of Senior Citizens and

         21  Statewide Senior Action Council.

         22                 She served for many years as a

         23  respected member of the Governor's Advisory

         24  Committee on Aging.

         25                 In 1986, she was named "New York
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          2  State Senior Citizen of the year by the New York

          3  State Assembly and Senate, she was a delegate to the

          4  White House Conference on Aging in 1981 and in 1994,

          5  and in 1980 appeared on "Good Morning America" live

          6  from the White House.

          7                 Now, therefore, let it be known, that

          8  I, Mark Green, Public Advocate for New York City, do

          9  hereby proclaim this day, Wednesday, October 27th,

         10  1999, as Rose Kryzak Day.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:

         12  Congratulations, Ann.

         13                 Thank you all very much for coming.

         14                 You are welcome to stay for our State

         15  Meeting or you are free to leave, as you choose.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: And of course she is

         17  now enshrined in the records forever, that go back

         18  to 1625, and on behalf of all of my colleagues, we

         19  thank you for her.

         20                 Okay, could we ask Bill Conway and

         21  the Wildlife Conservation Society to come forward,

         22  please. Bill. And let's get everybody who is here

         23  from the Wildlife Conservation Society. Could I ask

         24  my colleagues to please take their seats.

         25                 June, come on up.
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          2                 Okay, we have a very special occasion

          3  today. This Council has been very close to the

          4  Wildlife Conservation Society for the past several

          5  decades, and the Wildlife Conservation Society has

          6  been very close to the people of this City, of this

          7  Nation and indeed of the world. So we would like to

          8  have read into the record, Carlos, first of all, a

          9  proclamation on behalf of myself, Council Member

         10  Eisland and every single one of my colleagues here,

         11  we would like to have this read into the permanent

         12  record of the City of New York.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: The Council, City

         14  of New York, proclamation.

         15                 Whereas, the Council of the City of

         16  New York is pleased and proud to honor William

         17  Conway, President and General Director of the

         18  Wildlife Conservation Society, WCS, for his

         19  distinguished scholarship in ecology and wildlife

         20  conservation, for his ceaseless efforts to preserves

         21  the lives and habitat of the world's wildlife

         22  population and for his invaluable contribution to

         23  the City of New York; and

         24                 Whereas, the Wildlife Conservation

         25  Society, the organization through which Dr. Conway
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          2  has performed some of his finest work in the field

          3  of ecology and wildlife conservation, is based at

          4  the Bronx Zoo Wildlife Conservation Park, the

          5  nation's leading zoological park, the WCS also

          6  includes the New York Aquarium in Coney Island and

          7  the Central Park, Prospect Park, Queens Wildlife

          8  Center; and

          9                 Whereas, Dr. Conway is a leading

         10  figure in the world ecological movement and has

         11  strongly advocated, supported and overseen the

         12  redeployment of zoological gardens and aquariums as

         13  environmental science and proactive conservation

         14  centers; now, therefore,

         15                 Let it be known, that the Council of

         16  the City of New York honors William Conway on the

         17  occasion of his retirement from the Wildlife

         18  Conservation Society.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much,

         20  Mr. Clerk.

         21                 Bill, you have not only endeared

         22  yourself to all of us by reason of your love and

         23  compassion for animals and for humanbeings and for

         24  all live, whether wild or domestic, I have to

         25  indicate that, but you have left a legacy of love
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          2  and care that we hope will continue and know will

          3  continue as we get into the next century.

          4                 The work of the Wildlife Conservation

          5  Society was most recently noted when in the

          6  discovery of the encephalitis epidemic that was

          7  spread to us by mosquitos came to money that was

          8  established by a partnership between Wildlife

          9  Conservation Society and this City Council which

         10  gave the research money that was necessary for Dr.

         11  McNamara to be able to discover that indeed it was

         12  the Western Nile Encephalitis and not the St. Louis

         13  Encephalitis which only shows how you have brought

         14  this world together from regions that were so remote

         15  just a few years ago that we now know better than

         16  ever before that this is indeed one world. And you

         17  have done more than anyone else I know, or anyone

         18  else I know, to be able to make that come true.

         19                 So, before I formally present this to

         20  you, we have the chair of the Wildlife Conservation

         21  Society, David Schere.

         22                 MR. SCHERE: I just would like to

         23  thank you, Peter -- I am sorry I have got a cold --

         24  for all that you have done to help us in so many

         25  different ways, and doing honor to Bill, who has
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          2  been our leader for 33 years is just a wonderful

          3  thing and I thank you.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much,

          5  Mr. Schere.

          6                 And of course, in terms of this

          7  proclamation, it is just a small token of our

          8  gratitude and appreciation, and for what you have

          9  done.

         10                 I am joined here by Madeline

         11  Provenzano who is another member of our Bronx

         12  Delegation. Can we get everybody to squeeze in for a

         13  photograph?

         14                 Bill, if you would like to say

         15  something this is the opportunity, because it is

         16  part of our permanent record.

         17                 MR. CONWAY: I don't want to lose this

         18  opportunity to say not only on behalf of the

         19  Wildlife Conservation Society, but I believe for all

         20  of the cultural institutions of New York City how

         21  very greatly indebted we are to the City Council and

         22  its perceptive support of these organizations in a

         23  fashion that is not to be found in any other City in

         24  the world. And we trace that support very clearly

         25  and directly to the City Council, and I might say in
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          2  no small part to y your leadership.

          3                 I would just like to add one other

          4  item. I arrived on Sunday morning from South Africa,

          5  and while there I had the great pleasure of meeting

          6  the King of the Zulus, I noticed when he went into

          7  each room or each new congregation of people, he was

          8  preceded by an official praise-singer, who sung his

          9  praises as he went forward.

         10                 I am sure the Wildlife Conservation

         11  Society would like to fulfill as a small part of its

         12  job singing the praises of the City Council and its

         13  thanks.

         14                 Thank you, Peter.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Bill. God

         16  bless you. God bless you as you continue your

         17  journey, which inevitably winds right back here at

         18  what used to be known at the Bronx Zoo, but is

         19  probably the headquarters for all of us in

         20  introducing us to how you treat animals is indeed

         21  how you are going to treat every other form of life

         22  and especially human beings.

         23                 And God bless you because you are the

         24  best example that I have ever met of a caring and

         25  loving human being. Thank you. Thank you very much.
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          2                 All right, now we have Breast Cancer

          3  Awareness Month. Can we have our representative for

          4  Breast Cancer Awareness Month come forward, please?

          5                 Council Member Eldridge. Ronnie.

          6                 We will have the proclamation read

          7  into the record.

          8                 Carlos.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: The Council, City

         10  of New York, proclamation.

         11                 Whereas, according to the American

         12  Cancer Society, excluding skin cancer, breast cancer

         13  is the most common form of cancer among women and

         14  statistics show that 80 percent of the women

         15  diagnosed with breast cancer have no known risk

         16  factor; and

         17                 Whereas, among women 30 to 69 years

         18  of age, African-Americans, have the age adjusted

         19  mortality rates for breast cancer of any racial

         20  ethnic group in the United States; and

         21                 Whereas, according to the American

         22  Cancer Society, mammography screening is the best

         23  known method of early detection and the early

         24  detection of breast cancer will provide patients

         25  with a greater chance of survival and more treatment
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          2  options; and

          3                 Whereas, monthly breast

          4  self-examination and regular clinical examinations

          5  by a health care professional are also important

          6  components of the breast care program; and

          7                 Whereas, by highlighting this very

          8  important issue, we hope that more women will be

          9  made aware of this disease and take an active role

         10  in ensuring their health by following the guidelines

         11  set forth by the American Cancer Society; now,

         12  therefore,

         13                 Let it be known, that the Council of

         14  the City of New York recognizes October 1999 as

         15  breast cancer awareness month.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Before we officially

         17  present this, I want on behalf of all of my

         18  colleagues say how grateful we are that the millions

         19  that we were allocated last year and the year before

         20  and the additional monies to the American Cancer

         21  Society for prevention and partnership set-up that I

         22  had the privilege of visiting just last week and the

         23  latest one in Staten Island, that that money is

         24  being put to good use, and the best use that money

         25  can be put to is to help people and there is no
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          2  greater help then to prevent this horrible form of

          3  cancer just to thrive when early detection would be

          4  the key to stopping it.

          5                 So, this has been a partnership that

          6  I know will go on into the next century, and we have

          7  very good and capable people that will be working on

          8  both sides in government and in private sector to

          9  make this come true, so perhaps as we get into the

         10  next millennium it won't be too long before this is

         11  a thing of the past.

         12                 Ronnie is the co-prime sponsor.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Thank you. I

         14  just am very happy to co-sponsor this, and for all

         15  of us who have been affected by this disease and

         16  have been close to people who have been affected by

         17  it, that our goal is just so important and the task

         18  should be so unlimited in an effort to overcome it

         19  and to protect our women and families and all of us.

         20                 So, it is always with great hope and

         21  joy that I join any of these efforts.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: David, just identify

         23  yourself for the record.

         24                 MR. LEHMAN: David Lehman, Regional

         25  Advocacy Director with the American Cancer Society
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          2  here in New York City, and I thank Speaker Vallone

          3  and Councilwoman Eldridge, and I am going to hand

          4  the microphone actually over to Karen Rutterman, who

          5  is our Director of Breast Health Programs.

          6                 MS. RUTTERMAN: Hi. I am Karen

          7  Rutterman, Director of Breast Health Programs for

          8  the American Cancer Society in New York City.

          9                 On behalf of the American Cancer

         10  Society and the eight breast health partnerships in

         11  New York City, I would like to sincerely thank

         12  Speaker Vallone and the entire City Council for your

         13  strong leadership in the fight against breast cancer

         14  and for your generous support of the breast health

         15  partnership.

         16                 I would also like to give a special

         17  word of thanks to Mary Mastraopolo from the Council

         18  staff for her personal commitment to the issue of

         19  breast cancer, and for the courage she has shown in

         20  her own battle with breast cancer. Thanks, Mary.

         21                 The Breast Health Partnership strives

         22  to reduce New York State's high breast cancer

         23  morbidity and mortality rates by providing much

         24  needed breast and cervical cancer screening services

         25  to uninsured and underserved women throughout New

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            18

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  York City at no cost to them.

          3                 Presently the partnerships are only

          4  screening ten to 15 percent of the elder population

          5  in New York City. The additional funds that you have

          6  dedicated will enable each partnership in all five

          7  boroughs to expand our services to better meet the

          8  needs in their respective communities.

          9                 For example, by expanding clinic

         10  hours to Saturdays and weeknights, by expanding

         11  outreach efforts to reach women in all segments of

         12  our community, by covering costs for screening women

         13  between the ages of 40 and 49, who are not covered

         14  by the Centers for Disease Control Funds for this

         15  program, but for whom annual mammograms are

         16  recommended, and by utilizing the media to get the

         17  word out that free or low-cost mammograms exist for

         18  the women who need them.

         19                 The American Cancer Society and the

         20  Breast Health Partnership are grateful for your

         21  support and look forward to working with you at

         22  future initiatives to meet the health care needs of

         23  New York City.

         24                 Now, I am very pleased to introduce

         25  to you a woman who has benefitted from the services
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          2  of the Brooklyn Breast Health Partnership, Sandra

          3  Brighton and her sister Marva, who would like to say

          4  a few words.

          5                 MS. BRIGHTON: Thank you.

          6                 Good afternoon, members of the City

          7  Council, and Speaker Vallone. I am Mrs. Sandra

          8  Brighton from Guyana, residing with my sister in

          9  Brooklyn. I am here to represent the women residing

         10  in Brooklyn, New York City.

         11                 This afternoon I stand before you to

         12  say that women all over the United States of America

         13  can be helped with Breast Cancer when it is detected

         14  early.

         15                 Us women, we should all examine our

         16  breasts for cancer and have a mammogram every year.

         17                 It was only March one day, after my

         18  bath, dressing in front of the mirror I noticed a

         19  dimple under my breast. I said to myself this must

         20  have been the imprint of my bra. I went without a

         21  bra for a few days for some time and the imprint was

         22  still there. I said, I told myself I must do

         23  something about it. What? I had no ways and means of

         24  medical and health insurance.

         25                 A friend got me in touch with Gloria
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          2  of the Brooklyn breast partnership, she interviewed

          3  me on-line, made an appointment for me so that I can

          4  see a doctor who sent me for a mammogram.

          5                 He decided that I need a biopsy,

          6  which was done. After the biopsy, it was proved

          7  malignant.

          8                 The Doctor said he will advise me to

          9  have a vasectomy. This was something I feared. I

         10  said I should have a second opinion.

         11                 I had a second opinion and it was the

         12  same result. I went home, I cried. I said, Lord,

         13  give me the strength so I can make a wise decision.

         14                 Two weeks ago I had my surgery. I am

         15  still on medical treatment. I thank God for the

         16  Brooklyn Breast Health Partnership, which came to my

         17  health. I had no ways and means to pay for all of my

         18  medical expenses. I am grateful for the help and

         19  support given me.

         20                 So, this afternoon I would like to

         21  thank the Council for its full support and

         22  contribution to the Breast Health Partnership, so

         23  thousands of women in New York City can receive

         24  services that I have received, so they can detect

         25  breast cancer in its earliest stage.
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          2                 I can say it is not easy to face a

          3  crisis like this, but with Christ and your friends

          4  at the Breast Health Partnership, there will be a

          5  way.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you so much.

          8  And the person here in the City Council who does the

          9  most to advocate and make sure that the funding is

         10  provided every year is our own chairman of the

         11  Health Committee Victor Robles. We will conclude

         12  with Victor.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Thank you, Mr.

         14  Speaker. Sometimes people ask me why I am so quiet,

         15  because I guess I have been around, and when the

         16  Speaker speaks he speaks for all of us and so

         17  whatever he said, we have nothing else to say but to

         18  echo.

         19                 I want to say that I think that the

         20  things that we are doing is possible because of a

         21  Speaker like Peter Vallone.

         22                 I must also say, I am glad that you

         23  read your letter, because before this proclamation

         24  and this ceremony, I go back to this month where the

         25  Speaker asked me to join with him in inviting to the
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          2  members of Congress, particularly Congressman

          3  Ackerman, because apparently before the Congress

          4  there is legislation, but there is also the

          5  appropriation and both myself and Speaker Vallone

          6  wrote, urging that not only that the funding be

          7  increased for breast cancer, for the cancer research

          8  funding for the National Cancer Institute, it also

          9  urges and calls upon for a $3.2 billion

         10  appropriation, and last but not least, we are on

         11  record supporting Senate 662 HR1070, which

         12  basically, if enacted, will rectify that loophole

         13  that you were referring to where we have many women

         14  and others who should be able to tap into the

         15  medical side in terms of medication, but because of

         16  age you are not eligible.

         17                 So, I want to go on record and say

         18  that I am but the instrument, because we have a

         19  Speaker like Peter Vallone.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much,

         22  Victor.

         23                 Thank you, David. And thank you,

         24  Linda, very much for being here. And thank you,

         25  sweetheart, and good luck to you. Thank you very

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            23

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  much for coming. And we will continue our

          3  partnership as we go forward into the future.

          4                 Thank you very much.

          5                 Could we have a roll call?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Will the clerk

          7  please call the roll for the stated meeting.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Is Matthew Long

          9  here?

         10                 Okay, roll call.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Abel.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Berman.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Boyland.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Carrion.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Clarke.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Cruz.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Dear.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: DiBrienza.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Dilan.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eisland.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eldridge.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Espada.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Fiala.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Fisher.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Foster.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Freed.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Golden.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Harrison.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Yes, sir.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Henry.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Koslowitz.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Lasher.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Leffler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Linares.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Lopez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Marshall.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: McCaffrey.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Michels.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Miller.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Nelson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Oddo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: O'Donovan.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Perkins.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Pinkett.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Povman.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Provenzano.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Quinn.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Reed.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Rivera.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Robinson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Robles.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Rodriguez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Sabini.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Spigner.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Stabile.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Warden.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Watkins.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Present.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: White.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Wooten.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Ognibene.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Speaker Mr.

         14  Vallone.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Here.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: A quorum

         17  counted and present. The Stated Meeting will begin,

         18  but inasmuch as Reverend Cousins, who would give the

         19  invocation is ill, and since members of the

         20  Reverend's, Henry and Foster are unavailable, I,

         21  Rabbi Mark Green will fill in and just say may God

         22  bless this -- would everyone stand, this is a once

         23  in a lifetime opportunity.

         24                 May God bless this vibrant diverse

         25  democracy and look favorably on the Yankees who

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            28

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  apparently know Divine intervention.

          3                 Thank you very much.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Amen.

          5                 I move that that once in a lifetime

          6  invocation be spread on the record. And also an

          7  addendum that next year at this time that the

          8  Yankees play again for the World Series and this

          9  time they play the New York Mets.

         10                 And may I just, just to take one

         11  moment out, we have the Consul General from Barbados

         12  George Griffith here, and I am going to ask him to

         13  come forward because we have a very special

         14  presentation to make to another Council Member who

         15  has just received the highest order, or the second

         16  highest order of distinction Commander of the Order

         17  of Distinction from Barbados.

         18                 Consul General, may we ask you to

         19  present this to, this Order of Distinction from

         20  Jamaica, to my lovely Council Member here, who

         21  received this in Jamaica; is that correct?

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Yes.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Can you explain it

         24  to us?

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Before I
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          2  explain what I am wearing, welcome to our City,

          3  Barbados first citizen to the City, who will now

          4  serve the people of Barbados in our City. And as you

          5  know, because our City is so diversified, there is

          6  not a single neighborhood in which you will not find

          7  a Barbadian doing well.

          8                 Barbados is probably, and I don't say

          9  this often enough, and I will ask Council Member

         10  Watkins whose roots are there to come and stand with

         11  me, and those of everybody here, I know you traced

         12  your roots to the Caribbean, whether you want to

         13  acknowledge it or not, but this Consul General comes

         14  well qualified to serve the people of Barbados, but

         15  further each of our Consul Generals always serve our

         16  entire community of Caribbean Americans in this

         17  country.

         18                 So let me say he served in Barbados

         19  Senate, he was Executive Director of Barbados Family

         20  Planning Association, Chairperson of Barbados Child

         21  Care Board, Vice Chairperson of what I like best of

         22  all, Barbados Labor Party, BLP, and I won't say I

         23  have any affiliation with it, because I don't want

         24  to get into trouble.

         25                 He was appointed to the order of
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          2  Barbados, in the grade of silver crown merit for

          3  outstanding contribution to social work and

          4  community life in those areas.

          5                 He is an advocate for human rights,

          6  the rights of children and social development. But

          7  apart from that, I am taking credit for him because

          8  he received his education and degree at the

          9  University of the West Indies in Jamaica.

         10                 Let me welcome you on behalf of all

         11  of our members, but more particular on all of our

         12  behalf, we know how diligent, we know how

         13  diversified and the contribution that Barbadians

         14  make to the City is well documented, and even if you

         15  won't admit as a Jamaican that you have the most

         16  educated community of persons, I will admit that you

         17  will be a credit to the community and to the wider

         18  Caribbean American community. Let me welcome you to

         19  our City and to ask as others before you have served

         20  since independence, that you will also serve with

         21  that kind of distinction.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you. Would you

         23  like to say something?

         24                 CONSUL GENERAL GRIFFITH: Thank you

         25  very much, Mr. Speaker, members of the Council. It
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          2  is indeed a pleasure for me to be here and I want to

          3  thank Ms. Una Clarke for those very warm and

          4  generous remarks.

          5                 As you know, Barbados and the United

          6  States of America have long enjoyed a good working

          7  relationship which has resulted in the development

          8  of our people and Una Clarke is quite correct that

          9  perhaps the largest concentration of Barbadians

         10  outside of Barbados can be found in New York.

         11                 I must say to you as well that it was

         12  an honor for me on Sunday to be present to celebrate

         13  the 100th birthday of a Barbadian who came here in

         14  1917, and has made an outstanding contribution to

         15  the Brooklyn community.

         16                 I should say as well that the

         17  relationship between Barbados and the United States

         18  of America has contributed to the infrastructural

         19  and economic development of Barbados and we look

         20  forward each year to an increasing number of

         21  American citizens coming to Barbados as tourists.

         22  And I should say to you that one of the last things

         23  that I was able to vote on before leaving the senate

         24  to come here was a resolution giving approval to

         25  acquire a property known as George Washington House,
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          2  which is believed to be the only place, Barbados is

          3  believed to be the only place that George Washington

          4  lived outside of the United States of America in his

          5  early adulthood when he came with his sick brother

          6  to Barbados.

          7                 And, so, George Washington's House is

          8  going to be established as a monument as a memory of

          9  that great American hero, and it will serve as part

         10  of our cultural heritage.

         11                 So, I want to thank you and your

         12  members for welcoming me to the City. I am enjoying

         13  the big apple and I look forward to working with you

         14  in the interest of our people.

         15                 Thank you very much.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: You just explained

         17  why we love Barbados so much, our Founding Father

         18  slept there.

         19                 Thank you very much. Congratulations

         20  to Una Clarke, who received the highest Order of

         21  Distinction, the second highest honor from Jamaica

         22  came to our own Council Member Clarke.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         24  all.

         25                 For the adoption of the minutes, to
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          2  be adopted, let me call on Council Member Abel?

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: I so move.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

          5  Council Member.

          6                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M654,

          8  communication from the Mayor, David S. Lande, for

          9  the New York City Civil Service Commission.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Rules, Privileges,

         11  Elections.

         12                 We have an introduction. Somebody has

         13  to leave, Council Member Ronnie Eldridge.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: I would

         15  like, Mr. Speaker, to introduce some visitors from

         16  London.

         17                 As people may know, the City

         18  government of London was disbanded under the

         19  conservative party with Mrs. Thatcher, and for the

         20  first time in many years they have a new form of

         21  city government and there will be an election in may

         22  to elect a Mayor and members of an assembly, and the

         23  members of the assembly will be somewhat like us,

         24  although many of these people standing for that

         25  office are already counselors in the 30 some odd
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          2  boroughs that already exist in London over the years

          3  to have met with people involved in the creation of

          4  this new government.

          5                 So, I would like to note and to

          6  welcome Counselor Len Duvall, who is the leader of

          7  the London Borough of Greenwich, and he, himself, is

          8  going to be standing for election to the new

          9  assembly.

         10                 Other people who have been here, some

         11  of whom have left, Mayor Dave Sullivan, the Mayor of

         12  the London Borough of Lewisham -- I am going to stop

         13  pronouncing the boroughs because I think I may not

         14  get them.

         15                 Counselor Richard Arthur, who is the

         16  leader of the London Borough of Camden. Counselor

         17  Dell Goddard, who is the cabinet member for

         18  regeneration of the London Borough of Enfield.

         19  Counselor Nick Smith, the London Borough of Camden.

         20  Counselor Gavin Moore, the London Borough of

         21  Lewisham.  Miss Madeline Williams is the Deputy

         22  Secretary of the Association of London Government

         23  and Mr. Alan Kike, who has accompanied this group on

         24  their visit who is with the financial times.

         25                 I welcome you, and I think on behalf
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          2  of my colleagues wish you all good luck with your

          3  new government.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

          6  Council Member Eldridge.

          7                 Now Communication from City, County

          8  and Borough Offices.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None, sir.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Petitions and

         11  Communications.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None, sir.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Land Use

         14  Call-Ups.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M655. By Council

         16  Member Eisland, pursuant to the rules of the Council

         17  and the Charter, ULURP 200012 ZSR shall be subject

         18  to Council review.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Coupled on

         20  call-up vote.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M656. By Council

         22  Member Eisland. Pursuant to the rules of the Council

         23  and the Charter. ULURP 2000013 ZSR shall be subject

         24  to Council review.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Coupled on
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          2  call-up vote.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M657. By Council

          4  Member Eisland. Pursuant to rules of the Council and

          5  the Charter. ULURP 2000014 ZSR shall be subject to

          6  Council review.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Coupled on

          8  call-up vote.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M658. By Council

         10  Member Eisland. Pursuant to the rules of the Council

         11  and the Charter. ULURP 2000016A ZSR shall be subject

         12  to Council review.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M659. By Council

         15  Member Eisland. Pursuant to the rules of the Council

         16  and the Charter. ULURP 2000018 PCR shall be subject

         17  to Council review.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M660. By Council

         20  Member Eisland. Pursuant to the rules of the Council

         21  and the Charter. 2000019 PPR, ULURP, shall be

         22  subject to Council review.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This, together with

         24  the rest of the ULURPs on this page, M661, M662,

         25  M663, M664, all coupled on a call-up vote.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M665. By Council

          3  Member Eisland. Pursuant to rules of the Council and

          4  the Charter. ULURP 980473 ZSX, shall be subject to

          5  Council review.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M666. By Council

          8  Member Perkins. Pursuant to rules of the Council.

          9  Unenclosed sidewalk cafe, 2893 Broadway in Manhattan

         10  shall be subject to Council review.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         12                 At this time I would ask for a roll

         13  call vote, and at the same time I would ask you to

         14  call on Council Member Golden and Council Member

         15  Eisland first, who have to go to another meeting on

         16  behalf of the Council.

         17                 So I would ask you to call on Council

         18  Member Golden and Council Member Eisland first, so

         19  that they may vote on this and any other matter on

         20  the calendar.

         21                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Roll

         22  call, please.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Council Member

         25  Golden.
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          2                 Oh, before he does that, he has a

          3  very important introduction to make.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Thank you, Mr.

          5  Speaker.

          6                 I have today with us from Belfast

          7  City a City Councilperson named Margaret Walsh, and

          8  I would like to call her up here, and her family. If

          9  they would like to come up. Margaret and Tom Hughes

         10  and Patrick Hughes.

         11                 City Council Member Walsh is a member

         12  of the Socialist Democratic Labor Party. She is a

         13  community activist, a mother of five and he is Chair

         14  of the Belfast Tourism Committee.

         15                 Just to give you a brief overview, I

         16  was in Ireland several years ago and I brought my

         17  wife and we went up to Belfast, and just to give you

         18  some of what goes on there, they had blown up the

         19  tracks in front of us and they took us off the train

         20  by bus, and as we were traveling by bus there were

         21  several army vehicles that were also blown up that

         22  day, and then they brought us around and we got on

         23  the train and we went into Belfast. And there was

         24  much confusion going on and that was the day that

         25  Margaret Thatcher had come into town and the IRA had
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          2  blown up those tracks. And it was only three years

          3  ago that we brought out from Belfast the St.

          4  Michael's Roman Catholic Marching Band, which is the

          5  boyscouts, and we brought them over here and we had

          6  two weeks of fun and excitement for those kids. But

          7  as they were coming out, don't you think again they

          8  blew up the hotel and all the streets were closed

          9  and it was very hectic for the kids as they lived

         10  here for the two weeks to find out what had gone on

         11  at home.

         12                 There is much of this going on in

         13  Northern Ireland and the City Councilperson here,

         14  Margaret, is dealing with the peace process, which

         15  is a very serious process, and a very difficult

         16  process. And you have my love and respect, as well

         17  as this City Council body, and I thank you.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Come up, Margaret,

         19  so we can take a picture. I want to welcome you on

         20  behalf of the City Council.

         21                 Would you like to say something?

         22                 MS. WALSH: I would just like to say

         23  as a representative from Belfast City Council, to

         24  thank you for giving us your time to be here this

         25  afternoon. But I would call on your support to the
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          2  peace process.

          3                 In 1993, my home was attacked because

          4  I had stood for the SDLP and the Council. My home

          5  was attacked because I was seen to be part of what

          6  they call the para nationalist front, which was the

          7  SDLP.  We call on this Council to give us support to

          8  make sure that no more attacks happen in Belfast,

          9  that no more attacks happen in the North of Ireland.

         10  As someone who has been there and who has had an

         11  attempted shooting at my house, when they were going

         12  to shoot my husband because I was seen to be

         13  involved in politics. We had to leave our home for

         14  three weeks, we had to have security put on our home

         15  and we were told to sell.

         16                 We decided not to sell, that no

         17  matter where we lived in the North of Ireland we

         18  were still vulnerable people. We decided to stay in

         19  our home and we have continued to live there.

         20                 The following year we had a bomb at

         21  our house. My son, who was an 11-year-old at the

         22  time, was the person to find that bomb.

         23                 Now, I call on you to support

         24  President Clinton, John Hughes, David Trembell,

         25  Jerry Adams, and everyone that is at that Assembly.
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          2  They have 100 assembly people there. We call on you,

          3  this American Council, to give us support to ensure

          4  that the peace process goes ahead, that nothing and

          5  no one and no particular party is allowed to make

          6  that Council and that Assembly not work.

          7                 Please, please support us in our

          8  efforts. Please do not have any more homes being

          9  attacked, either in the north of Ireland or in

         10  England or down south. We have had peace for the

         11  past five years. It is like giving a child a bar of

         12  chocolate and taking the chocolate away, the peace

         13  process falls.  That is how important it is to us.

         14  So, thank you once again for your help in the past

         15  and the present.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much.

         17                 Let me just say that last year, just

         18  at that time, just before the process began, on

         19  behalf of all of my colleagues in the City Council,

         20  I personally delivered to Belfast Ireland, to all of

         21  the parties that you just mentioned, a resolution on

         22  behalf of this City Council calling for that peace

         23  process to go forward no matter what, let the

         24  process keep going forward.

         25                 You not only have our support, but
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          2  you have our prayers, and thank you very, very much.

          3                 Thank you for being here.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          5  Continue the roll call.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Golden.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Thank you for

          8  allowing me to do my vote.

          9                 I would like to vote no on the Land

         10  Use Call-Up of 504, 505, 506, companion resolutions

         11  1054, 1055, 1056 and aye on all others.

         12                 Thank you. And aye on all the general

         13  orders as well. Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Council Member

         16  Eisland.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Thank you.

         18                 With permission I would like to vote

         19  aye on all coupled general orders.

         20                 I vote aye.

         21                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: And the

         22  Land Use Call-Up as well, right?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: And the Land

         24  Use Call-Up as well. Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here. Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: DiBrienza.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dilan.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Yes on

         15  all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eldridge.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Harrison.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Koslowitz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lasher.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:   Marshall.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Nelson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Perkins.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Pinkett.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Provenzano.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Quinn.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rivera.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robinson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Sabini.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Stabile.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Watkins.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Cruz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: White.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dear.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Yes. And I ask

         18  to be recorded in the affirmative for Land Use.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker, Mr.

         20  Vallone.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

         22                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: By a

         23  vote of 46 in the affirmative, none in the negative,

         24  adopted and referred to the Land Use Committee.

         25                 Communication from the Speaker.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Yes.

          3                 First of all, I just received some

          4  sad news, and I would like Council Member Berman to

          5  address that subject.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Thank you, Mr.

          7  Speaker, my colleagues.

          8                 I am saddened to tell those who don't

          9  already know about the passing of Barbara Wolff.

         10  Barbara who was Deputy Commissioner for New York

         11  City for many, many years, and is the person who had

         12  jurisdiction over BIDs and actually created the BID

         13  process and worked very closely with the Council in

         14  the creation of the bill, has passed on from ovarian

         15  cancer and she died this past October 15th, and this

         16  was a very long fight that lasted years, and it was

         17  very valiant and even at the time that she was the

         18  sickest she managed to come to our meetings and

         19  participate in our form of government.

         20                 Barbara was truly a consummate public

         21  official who was very, very dedicated, very bright,

         22  very articulate, very motivated and I will miss her

         23  and I am confident that the City of New York will

         24  miss her, and in truth the City has lost a great

         25  friend, a great public servant and I am distressed
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          2  that I have to tell you and share this with you, but

          3  it is unfortunate that she has passed. Thank you.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: I would like to say

          5  that at the end of this meeting we will remember

          6  Barbara Wolff who just about all of us had worked

          7  with at one time or another over the last several

          8  administrations when she was a very important

          9  instrument of economic development in the City, but

         10  also a woman whose courage not only in government

         11  but in life was amply demonstrated and it is a loss

         12  not only to her family and her loved ones, but to

         13  all of the people of the City of New York. So at the

         14  end of this meeting we will close also in her

         15  memory.

         16                 At this time also we have unfinished

         17  business from Vieques, and I would like to call upon

         18  Chairperson Victor Robles.

         19                 Victor.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Thank you, Mr.

         21  Speaker. Mar. Speaker and my colleagues, when the

         22  Speaker sent the delegation to Vieques and I was

         23  privileged to lead the delegation, there was a place

         24  in Vieques that we visited, and I didn't have to go

         25  to Israel.
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          2                 In the Island in Vieques they have

          3  encamped in a place in a mountain that now they have

          4  named it Camp David. If you go to Camp David in

          5  Vieques, Puerto Rico, there are families in that

          6  hill feeling that it is their land and protecting

          7  their land.

          8                 As I looked at this beautiful sea,

          9  beautiful blue sea, they have an area where they

         10  started to put flags of every municipality in the

         11  commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

         12                 Mr. Speaker, word cannot express how

         13  honored I was that you designated me to lead this

         14  delegation, especially because sometimes when those

         15  of us who leave that beautiful island there are

         16  those who would say that we lose our identity as a

         17  Puerto Rican.

         18                 And I must tell you, when I stood on

         19  that mountain, to know that I was born in Puerto

         20  Rico, was the greatest honor that you can restore

         21  upon me as a son of a pioneer.

         22                 I looked at those flags and there

         23  they had the flag of Puerto Rico, and they had the

         24  flag of municipalities. I thought of the words that

         25  you, Mr. Speaker, in your press release when you
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          2  informed the press about how not only did you send a

          3  letter to the President of the United States, Bill

          4  Clinton, informing him about our delegation, and

          5  what this Council was all about, I want to quote,

          6  because it is something that I used quite often

          7  during press conferences and when I met with people

          8  of Puerto Rico, there was a quote that you put in

          9  there and I don't even know whether you realize you

         10  did it, but it has stayed in the hearts of people of

         11  Puerto Rico, not only in Vieques, but in Puerto

         12  Rico, when you said to them if the people of

         13  Vieques, or the people of Puerto Rico feel that

         14  their voices are not being heard in the halls of

         15  congress, then in the City of New York and this

         16  Speaker listens to those voices, and we will act

         17  upon whatever they call upon us to do.

         18                 Well, Mr. Speaker, at our last

         19  Council meeting, through your leadership and my

         20  colleagues, I must say even the Minority Leader of

         21  the Council and my other colleague on the Republican

         22  side, because that was a question that was asked in

         23  a press conference, whether we had the republicans

         24  on our side. Well we did. Because I said this is

         25  about human rights, not a party affiliation.
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          2                 Mr. Speaker, as I looked out I made a

          3  commitment on your behalf and a little bird told me,

          4  not because I was invited or because I was asked to

          5  go with you, but I was told that you are going to

          6  Puerto Rico within the next two weeks.

          7                 But your trip to Puerto Rico is not

          8  to a conference, I am told, which was my suggestion,

          9  the suggestions of the delegation, that you

         10  personally visit and thank those who open their

         11  hearts and their homes and their hospitality to us

         12  as a delegation, and I understand that you will be

         13  visiting those people, like the Mayor of San Juan,

         14  like the Governor of Puerto Rico, like the Mayor of

         15  Vieques and the Committee all with Puerto Rico.

         16                 I told them that I was going on

         17  behalf of you, Mr. Speaker, sent them the flag of

         18  the City of New York to show that commitment.

         19                 Mr. Speaker, I don't find a better

         20  person to actually deliver and bring the flag, but

         21  the person who, when it is written, as a Latino in

         22  this City, has been one leader that has been

         23  consistent so that when next year comes around and

         24  the year after that and people start asking which of

         25  them have always been on our side, I will stand
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          2  proudly to say that there has been one leader that

          3  has always joined arms with us and that is the

          4  Speaker of the City of New York, Peter Vallone.

          5                 So, I have asked all of my colleagues

          6  to sign this flag, and Mr. Speaker -- (Speaking to

          7  Council Member Clarke) you were in Jamaica, so hold

          8  up. Sit down for a second. You were too busy getting

          9  honored -- but all of my colleagues that have voted

         10  for the resolution, I have asked them to sign this

         11  flag, and Mr. Speaker, I give it to you so that you

         12  personally give it to the people of Vieques, and

         13  then the delegation will go back to see that flag

         14  alone over Mount David.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much.

         16                 Anybody who hasn't signed it, please

         17  do. I certainly will. And I will be very happy to

         18  deliver that back, and it would be wonderful.

         19  Sometimes people don't realize, just as the Belfast

         20  resolution, as we saw from Belfast, sometimes what

         21  the Council members do has greater effect on

         22  different shores, than it does right here. And I can

         23  only think of how pleased they were when I presented

         24  the resolution asking for the peace process to go

         25  forward. Last year just three hours after a terrible

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            53

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  shooting of one of the nephews of the people I was

          3  about to see, and it was a very tragic moment, but

          4  it was a moment also where they looked at me not as

          5  a Peter Vallone, but as representing all of the

          6  people of the City of New York coming forward to say

          7  keep the peace talks going, that these lives that

          8  are being lost should not be lost in vain.

          9                 Also I can think of the time that

         10  Council Members Noach Dear and others returned to

         11  Russia, went to Russia and brought back refugics

         12  (phonetically spelled) with them, because we brought

         13  a resolution that seemed to have much more authority

         14  in Russia than it did here. So, sometimes when asked

         15  why does the City Council get involved in foreign

         16  affairs? Well, because sometimes it makes a great

         17  human difference, sometimes it helps alleviate

         18  suffering.

         19                 So, I will be glad, very glad to

         20  bring that back, not in my personal capacity but in

         21  all of your capacity, and hopefully we will see this

         22  flag flying in the place of honor on the Island of

         23  Vieques.

         24                 So, thank you very much, Victor. I

         25  appreciate that very much.
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          2                 One of our colleagues on my time who

          3  has done an awful lot of work in terms of the

          4  Charter Revision, which will be on the ballot this

          5  coming Tuesday, Gifford Miller.

          6                 Gifford, have you got a report for

          7  us?

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Yes, Mr.

          9  Speaker.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 As many of you remember, last year I

         12  also served as Chair of the City Council's Charter

         13  Revision oversight committee. In this capacity I

         14  witnessed firsthand the abuse of the Charter

         15  Revision process, including a commission that was

         16  created for purely political reasons, a rushed

         17  agenda, a lack of diversity on the panel and

         18  hearings held in the middle of the summer preventing

         19  voters from having adequate input in the process for

         20  its outcome.

         21                 Well, as I sit here today, I am

         22  reminded of the words of that Yankee philosopher,

         23  Yogi Beara, "This feels like deja vu all over

         24  again."

         25                 This year's commission was originally
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          2  implemented by the Mayor to punish a political

          3  enemy, when it was realized that any attempt to

          4  change mayoral succession while the Public Advocate

          5  was in office would not withstand a legal challenge

          6  or would create too much of a political backlash,

          7  the issue was put off to the future.

          8                 And what was originally a vendetta

          9  has now turned into a powergrab.

         10                 Now I have no doubt that the

         11  Commissioners individually are well meaning

         12  individuals and that many have been excellent public

         13  servants over the years.

         14                 In addition, some of the Commission's

         15  proposals have merit and should be considered in

         16  their rightful place, which is right here before the

         17  City Council. But several of the proposals,

         18  especially those that deal with the City's budget

         19  are no doubt the Mayor's attempt to pay back this

         20  City Council for passing an independent budget.

         21                 This cynical use of Charter Revision

         22  reflects poorly on Charter Revision in general and

         23  snubs its nose at the previous commissions that

         24  worked so hard to create a fair and balanced

         25  government.
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          2                 This is the second year that the

          3  Mayor has appointed a charter commission entirely to

          4  serve his own purposes. Last year he did so to block

          5  a referendum placed on the ballot by this City

          6  Council on Yankee Stadium, arguing the voters were

          7  not intelligent enough or it was too complicated an

          8  issue to decide if the stadium should remain in the

          9  Bronx. This year apparently the Mayor has changed

         10  his mind.

         11                 The Mayor now has enough faith in New

         12  York City Voters that he expects them to revamp the

         13  City's budget process, contracting process, pass

         14  several pieces of what would be very complex

         15  legislation, rewrite election law and create and

         16  merge several City agencies, all based on seven

         17  short paragraphs of 70 words or less.

         18                 While we all should be heartened by

         19  the Mayor's new found faith in the electorate, we

         20  can't ignore the facts, this Commission was created

         21  and pushed forward a rushed agenda in the middle of

         22  the summer with little opportunity for quality input

         23  by the voters. This Commission has done almost

         24  nothing until the very, very last moment now to

         25  educate the voters on the numerous far-reaching
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          2  proposals it is placing on the November ballot.

          3                 This Commission is presenting one

          4  complex question to the voters in a cynical attempt

          5  to hide a Mayoral powergrab behind popular proposals

          6  like gun control.

          7                 Every major good government group in

          8  the City opposes this Commission's proposal. Many of

          9  the City's daily newspapers, including the Times,

         10  have written negative editorials concerning either

         11  its process or outcome.

         12                 All in all, this Commission's process

         13  and proposals do not pass the smell test and should

         14  be rejected by the voters.

         15                 But the Mayor's abuse of the Charter

         16  Revision process raises a much more important issue

         17  than in fighting between elected officials and

         18  bodies of City government.

         19                 I believe that Fred Schwarz, Chair of

         20  the 1989 Charter Commission may have put it best

         21  when he said the legitimacy of democratic

         22  governmental efforts are anchored in their process.

         23  As such, when Charter Revision is used as a

         24  political tool, it is our faith in democracy that

         25  pays the highest price.
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          2                 Now, the Committee in which I am

          3  Chair, I am honored to be Chair of the Select

          4  Committee for Charter Reform, adopted a report and I

          5  want to just go through a couple of the more salient

          6  findings of the report which I urge my colleagues to

          7  vote to adopt. Let me begin.

          8                 The first finding of the report is

          9  that the proposed amendments threaten the City's

         10  system of checks and balances by giving increased

         11  powers to the executive at the expense of the

         12  legislature.

         13                 And let me say that in this regard,

         14  what I am focusing on with regard to this powergrab

         15  effort is the budgetary authority. This budgetary

         16  authority changes not only in indexing city spending

         17  to inflation, without any real justification for why

         18  that should be the case. Perhaps sometimes revenues

         19  fall, sometimes revenues rise, we should be able

         20  when revenues rise, for example, to pay down

         21  long-term debt. That is the sensible, responsible

         22  thing to do. We can't do it if these budgetary

         23  amendments go through, not only because there is one

         24  provision which requires us to roll over spending,

         25  90 percent of it, to the next years instead of
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          2  paying down long-term debt, but also because we

          3  would be capped by inflation. So if we have more

          4  revenue and we want to spend that money on paying

          5  down long-term debt, we are hampered, we are

          6  handcuffed from doing the responsible fiscal

          7  economic thing on behalf of the City as a result of

          8  this arbitrary handcuffing.

          9                 But also, there is a very important

         10  matter with regarding to changing the roles, the way

         11  in which taxes can be raised in this City. But only

         12  those taxes which are not the property taxes, which

         13  the Speaker has so rightfully pointed out. And what

         14  this does, my friends, is create an institutional

         15  bias towards raising property taxes. If you are a

         16  Mayor and you are the City Council and you need to

         17  raise taxes for some reason, otherwise the Financial

         18  Control Board could still take over this budgeting

         19  process, you have to do that, you only need 51

         20  percent of the votes to do it for the property tax,

         21  and you need 67 percent of the votes to do it with

         22  any other tax. That is an institutional bias towards

         23  raising property taxes that the voters ought to be

         24  aware of, and nothing that this Commission has done

         25  has been capable of making them aware of that since
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          2  they have ignored the issue entirely.

          3                 But the second finding of our report

          4  is that many of the issues proposed by the

          5  Commission can be accomplished by local law and do

          6  not require the attention of the Charter Revision

          7  Commission.

          8                 Now, let me say this. This is also a

          9  matter of a Mayoral powergrab. The Mayor of this

         10  City, when he wanted to do something legislative

         11  until now has had to come before the City's elected

         12  legislature, that is what the people of this City

         13  elected us to do. Every single one of us, republican

         14  and democrat, were elected to be the legislature for

         15  this City. And yet, the Mayor has discovered that

         16  what he can do now is he can appoint a commission of

         17  some of his friends and supporters and any

         18  legislative proposals that he has that he doesn't

         19  like the pace of, he just sends it through the

         20  Commission, puts up on front some sugarcoated

         21  proposal on gun control, and then slips it in with a

         22  couple of words of explanation.

         23                 For example, the contracting

         24  procurement reform.  The Mayor has proposed in this

         25  ballot proposal that the contract, that the limit go
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          2  from $25,000 to $100,000. It is not actually

          3  something that I think most of us would have a

          4  problem with, but the Contracts Committee's Chair,

          5  Council Member Freed, asked very reasonably that

          6  there be some assurances when they make this reform

          7  that there wouldn't be massive contract splitting.

          8                 So that currently if you have a

          9  $250,000 contract, you split it into ten contracts

         10  of $25,000, you don't have to bid it out.

         11                 Well, now if you have a million

         12  dollar contract, and you split it in ten contracts

         13  of $100,000, you wouldn't have to bid it out. As

         14  Senator Durkin said, if you put $100,000 here and

         15  you put $100,000 there, sooner or later you are

         16  talking about real money.

         17                 Is there any effort to educate voters

         18  on this issue? Absolutely none. The DOH and the

         19  Department of Mental Health merger is 17 pages of

         20  legislative language, on extraordinarily complex

         21  issues and matters. How much time has the Commission

         22  devoted to this? How much effort? There are 14 words

         23  on the ballot proposal in the bottom of an entire

         24  range of other issues.

         25                 So, very clearly here it is the
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          2  Council's efforts, the Council which is being

          3  undercut, but really it is the people of the City of

          4  New York that are being undercut because these

          5  issues, which are very important, are not getting

          6  the airing and the serious consideration that they

          7  deserve.

          8                 I want to briefly touch on the issue

          9  of succession, which was the whole thing that set

         10  off this entire Charter Revision Commission

         11  according to the Mayor. He has now put off the

         12  matter of succession until after 2001.

         13                 But the proposal that he has come

         14  forward with, would actually allow, and this is

         15  amazing I think, would actually allow for there to

         16  be four different Mayors and five elections in one

         17  calendar year in this City.

         18                 If anybody thinks that that is a

         19  sensible way to address the issue of succession, I

         20  would be shock to find more than 30 or 40 of those

         21  people. But there is very little discussion of it.

         22  Has there been a public debate? Has there been any

         23  effort? Absolutely not. Absolutely not. And it is

         24  hidden, which brings me into the third point, which

         25  is the Commission's work which covered approximately
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          2  two and a half months during the summer did not

          3  provide for sufficient debate and thwarted public

          4  participation.

          5                 Not only did it do it by holding one

          6  hearing in inaccessible, often inaccessible places

          7  around the different boroughs of the City, but by

          8  grouping all 14 of these proposals into one up or

          9  down vote. The Commission very clearly signaled that

         10  they are not interested in having meaningful public

         11  participation in this matter. The public is not

         12  given the opportunity to support, for example, what

         13  they call procurement reform and oppose, for

         14  example, budgetary power switching. They are not

         15  given that opportunity. It is one all or nothing

         16  vote, which is led with a proposal on trigger locks,

         17  that this Council has already passed, and with a

         18  proposal for a school gun-free safety zone.

         19                 What New Yorker, I ask you, could

         20  oppose keeping guns away from schools? Not one of

         21  us. Not one of us would oppose that. I will

         22  guarantee, I can't guarantee of course, but I would

         23  support legislation through this City Council that

         24  would accomplish the same thing. But you don't call

         25  a constitutional, entire constitutional amendment
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          2  convention to change that process, which brings me

          3  to the final, most salient point of our report.

          4                 Repeated use of a Charter Revision

          5  Commission for political purposes and resulting in

          6  proposals that are predominantly legislative in

          7  character, both diminishes the importance in Charter

          8  Revision and weakens the legislative process. And in

          9  fact, it must be noted that one of the most often

         10  stated recommendations of those who went and

         11  testified before the Charter Revision Commission,

         12  was that the Charter Revision Commission consider

         13  ways to change the City Charter to make sure that

         14  there can't be future Charter Revision Commissions

         15  like this.

         16                 Let me say this, my colleagues, in

         17  closing, and I know you are anxious for me to close.

         18                 As Halloween approaches, it is

         19  important that all of us consider scary things, and

         20  I would say to the voters of this city, that what

         21  the Charter Revision Commission has proposed for the

         22  ballot is a trick. It is not a treat. It may look

         23  sugar coated, but as your parents told you, not

         24  everything that is sweet is good for you. And

         25  sometimes it masks good medicine. In this case it
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          2  masks something that is entirely underhanded and not

          3  worthy of this City.

          4                 So, I urge the members of this

          5  Council to adopt the report which has been in your

          6  boxes of the Charter, Select Committee for Charter

          7  Reform, and I must tell you, I can't tell you of

          8  course in an official capacity but as an individual,

          9  I plan to go to the ballot on Tuesday and vote no.

         10  Thank you very much.

         11                 And I would like to ask, Mr. Speaker,

         12  I have an emergency in my district, if I could ask

         13  unanimous consent to vote aye on all general coupled

         14  orders at this time?

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: The republicans say

         16  no, you can't do that.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Which one of

         18  them?

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: No. He is asking

         20  permission, Mr. Chairperson, Ronnie Eldridge and

         21  Council Member Miller have to leave. They want to

         22  vote on the agenda.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: I vote aye.

         24                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         25  Without objections, so ordered.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Also Council Member

          3  Ronnie Eldridge.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Thank you.

          5  Aye.

          6                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          7  Without objections, so ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Aye.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Okay.

         10                 Thank you very much. May we proceed

         11  with the agenda.

         12                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         13  Discussion on general orders. Any item on today's

         14  calendar that a member wants to discuss.

         15                 Council Member Abel.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Thank you.

         17                 My colleagues, I rise to call your

         18  attention to an item on today's calendar, Land Use

         19  509, and Companion Resolution 1057. That is the

         20  designation of the Fort Totten Historical District.

         21                 I would like to thank the Land Use

         22  Chair, June Eisland, and the Landmarks Chair, John

         23  Sabini, for attending a tour of the proposed

         24  district on October the 6th, and as well as the Land

         25  Use staff and the staff of the Landmarks

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            67

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Preservation Commission, for coordinating that tour

          3  and for lending their expertise. And I would like to

          4  thank the members of the Subcommittee and the full

          5  Committee on Land Use and the Chair of the Landmarks

          6  Preservation Commission and their members for all of

          7  the efforts being made that have been made to make

          8  the Fort Totten district finally a reality.

          9                 Finally, I would like to thank the

         10  dedicated volunteers who have worked tirelessly for

         11  years to make this, to preserve this unique

         12  historical treasure, and especially Jack Fein, the

         13  Fort Historian, who led the tour and was invaluable

         14  with his expertise, and the Bayside Historical

         15  Society, who has been a big promoter of that

         16  historical district for many years and Stanley Cogen

         17  of the Queens Historical Society, who was the newly

         18  named Queens County Historian and who also came to

         19  testify at the hearings.

         20                 This final step in the destination of

         21  the Fort Totten Historic District served as a

         22  tribute to the people of the past and the present,

         23  both military and non-military, who have been a part

         24  of the unique history of Fort Totten, either through

         25  specific efforts or simply by virtue of having lived
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          2  or worked or served in the Fort or just plain

          3  visited Fort Totten.

          4                 I am very proud to stand here today

          5  as a representative of a district that contains Fort

          6  Totten, and to vote to preserve this rare historical

          7  treasure and this unique part of New York's and

          8  America's history, and I ask you to support me and

          9  my constituency with an aye vote.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Mr. Acting President

         12  Pro-tem, since you must go to another meeting,

         13  Council Member Robles, will you please seek

         14  permission for him to vote.

         15                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         16  Councilman Spigner.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Without

         18  objection, I would like to vote aye on all items on

         19  today's general order calendar.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much,

         21  Councilman.

         22                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         23  Council Member Ognibene, the Minority Leader.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Thank you

         25  very much, Mr. Acting Public Advocate. I hadn't
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          2  realized until I heard Gifford Miller Speak on this,

          3  how terrible a proposal this Charter Commission

          4  really was.

          5                 See, I had thought all along that the

          6  reason the Mayor wanted to change succession was to

          7  help all of the democratic candidates who are going

          8  to be thwarted if the Public Advocate becomes Mayor

          9  of the City of New York. Now I found out that he did

         10  it for more venal purposes, to get himself somehow

         11  unelected of the Mayor of the City of New York.

         12                 But I thought it was a political

         13  contract and that is why it was done. But apparently

         14  the Public Advocate put together a much stronger

         15  opposition to it than we all expected.

         16                 Frankly, aside from that, which is

         17  really no longer on the agenda, I do want to address

         18  some things that Mr. Miller, my colleague, had

         19  addressed about this which I think are important to

         20  bring up. He had said that the Mayor was doing this

         21  as a way of avoiding having to deal with a

         22  legislature to present items for legislation for

         23  this Council who would then scrutinize them very

         24  carefully and make sure that the Mayor didn't slip

         25  anything by on the people.
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          2                 Well, over a year ago, the Mayor

          3  proposed the legislation over a year ago in which he

          4  said that we ought to have trigger locks for

          5  weapons, and that not only did people have to buy a

          6  trigger lock, which was mandated that they buy it

          7  when they bought the weapon, but it was mandated

          8  that they put the lock on and there was a penalty

          9  associated with that. Well, this Council refused to

         10  hear that legislation.

         11                 Not once did this Council have a

         12  hearing on whether or not trigger locks were a good

         13  idea for people to put on guns to prevent children

         14  from getting access.

         15                 Then the Mayor came out and said,

         16  look, I am going to put this to the people, and put

         17  it in Charter Revision, then and only then did this

         18  Council decide to come up with its trigger lock

         19  legislation. And what was this trigger lock

         20  legislation? A kind of watered down version, a less

         21  significant version, less helpful version of what

         22  the Mayor had proposed to this Council a year ago.

         23  Our version was you buy a trigger lock with the gun

         24  and so be it. No penalties for not insuring that it

         25  is on the gun, no penalties to ensure that the
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          2  people that bought that trigger lock put it on the

          3  gun, because having a trigger lock in one draw, and

          4  having a gun in another draw really doesn't prevent

          5  anybody from being accidently injured by these guns

          6  or having them fall in the hands of the various

          7  people in this society. But we passed that, instead

          8  of passing the Mayors. That is why the Mayor put it

          9  into h is charter revision, because this Council

         10  refused to cooperate with them.

         11                 He came up with another good idea and

         12  that was to have a gun-free zone around schools,

         13  1,000 feet. We hadn't thought about that, but as

         14  soon as the Mayor put that in Charter revision, hey,

         15  we thought it was a good idea. So, we came up with

         16  our own idea and then we passed the bill.

         17                 The Mayor would have been glad to

         18  negotiate with this Council about doing it, and

         19  instead we took his good idea. We took his strong

         20  idea, and we turned it around and we made it our own

         21  idea. And then we say why would the Mayor want to go

         22  the route of the Charter Revision?

         23                 Well, simply because this Council,

         24  ostensibly for political reasons, I couldn't think

         25  they were for substantial reasons, refuses to have
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          2  hearings on legislation he proposes, although we

          3  love to come up a year later when our backs are

          4  against the wall with legislation that the Mayor

          5  proposes in Charter Revision.

          6                 He also came up with another good

          7  idea. He said, look, why go about raising taxes on

          8  the people of the City, specifically business taxes

          9  and other small taxes, when the people don't know it

         10  is being raised until it is out of their pocketbooks

         11  already. And he said what you ought to have is a

         12  super majority of two thirds to do that.

         13                 Well, certainly this Council didn't

         14  want to have that done, and I can understand the

         15  institutional issues. This isn't just about an

         16  institutional issue, it is about what the people,

         17  the people would like to see. Do the people want to

         18  see a majority of two-thirds of this body to raise

         19  taxes? Are we afraid? Are we now afraid to let

         20  things go to the people?

         21                 I know Gifford Miller back there was

         22  saying that the people can't absorb this

         23  information. Well, Gifford, you are not here, but I

         24  have more faith in the people to read and understand

         25  what is going on in the City of New York than you
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          2  do. Maybe that is a difference in philosophy --

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

          4  Minority Leader, your time is up.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE:-- Maybe that

          6  is just a difference in age.

          7                 Excuse me, sir?

          8                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: Your

          9  two minutes is up, sir, with all due respect.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: My two

         11  minutes are up?

         12                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: Yes,

         13  sir.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: All right. I

         15  will just say this: One other thing, that there is

         16  an accusation that this will cause a raise in real

         17  estate taxes, certainly if you are going to raise

         18  estate taxes, you got to do it out in the open, and

         19  if you would like to do that as a Council, I

         20  certainly wouldn't, but you have an opportunity to

         21  vote on that. So, there were a lot of other changes,

         22  but I think it was an unfair picture painted, and I

         23  think it is unfair to the Charter Revision, and the

         24  only onerous part of it that the people found

         25  onerous was the change in the succession and that is
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          2  no longer a part of it.

          3                 Thank you very much.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: Thank

          5  you, Mr. Minority Leader.

          6                 Council Member Boyland.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

          8  Mr. Acting Chair.

          9                 Good afternoon. Once again we are

         10  here talking about electricity not being provided in

         11  our neighborhood.

         12                 My research has discovered that there

         13  are over 1,100 street lights not working in the City

         14  of New York, including between 280 to 375 --

         15                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         16  Council Member, we are discussing the general

         17  calendar order of the day.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Oh, I am

         19  sorry.

         20                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: You

         21  will be called back at the appropriate time.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you

         23  very much, Mr. Acting Chair.

         24                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         25  Council Member Freed.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Thank you, Mr.

          3  Acting Public Advocate.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Excuse me. We have a

          5  bit of an emergency, can Mary please vote?

          6                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: For

          7  the purpose of voting, Council Member Pinkett.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Thank you so

          9  very much.

         10                 Thank you, Speaker Vallone.

         11                 I would like to vote aye at this

         12  particular time on all orders.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         15  Council Member Freed.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Thank you.

         17                 I just rise to call people's

         18  attention to Land Use 510, Reso 1058, which I would

         19  urge everyone to vote for today, and it designates

         20  the NoHo special district, the NoHo Historic

         21  District. And I want to say thank you to the Land

         22  Use Committee, to June Eisland, especially to the

         23  Landmarks Chair John Sabini, to the staff and to the

         24  Landmarks Preservation Committee, although I do have

         25  to add one little caveat. We are very glad to go
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          2  forward and designate a part of NoHo that we are

          3  designating, however, for those of you who sat in on

          4  the hearing. You know that we are concerned because

          5  Landmarks splits what we thought was the original

          6  proposed district into what we call NoHo 1 and NoHo

          7  2. This is NoHo 1.

          8                 We are very glad to see this

          9  designated, although we will be continuing to move

         10  and we hope to speedily see before us the

         11  landmarking of NoHo 2 as well. But I do urge all of

         12  my colleagues to vote for this. This was kind of a

         13  personal agenda of my own, that I started the

         14  actions on this, and started everything to move, so

         15  I am thrilled to see it to fruition, and NoHo is a

         16  very unique architectural district with a very

         17  unique history and as I said, I would urge all of my

         18  colleagues to vote aye on this. Thank you.

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: Thank

         20  you.

         21                 Council Member Berman.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Thank you, Mr.

         23  Acting Presiding Officer.

         24                 You know, I was just listening to Mr.

         25  Ognibene and I really have to wonder as to whether
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          2  or not when considering the Charter Revision

          3  proposals before us, as to whether or not he really

          4  sincerely believes that, you know, people on the

          5  July 4th weekend were prepared to come out and vote

          6  for the gunlock proposals.

          7                 And also, when you look at this

          8  entire prospect as to what is going to happen with

          9  the taxes and the raising of taxes, is it really --

         10  can we really seriously believe that what is going

         11  to end up happening is that ultimately we will just

         12  do away with the legislature and we will have a

         13  Mayor who will have sole discretion to implement

         14  what he wants or what she wants. But that is what we

         15  are coming to. And what is going to happen if in

         16  fact the Mayor is dissatisfied with the

         17  three-quarter rule, or the 75 percent rule, then are

         18  we going to reconstitute another Charter Commission?

         19  And then at that time maybe we will implement a 100

         20  percent rule, that you have to have 100 percent in

         21  order to do a tax increase.

         22                 The bottom line is that the process

         23  was flawed, the bottom line is that the proposals

         24  were flawed, bottom line is that it is nonsensical

         25  for us to even have to deal with these issues at

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            78

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  this time, and believe me, it is the appropriate

          3  thing to urge a no vote on this and it is the

          4  appropriate thing to cause people to understand what

          5  happened and how flawed this entire process and the

          6  proposals are.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

          9  Council Member Stabile.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: On the same

         11  subject, I would like to -- to my constituents who

         12  are seeing this on Crosswalks, I support this

         13  Charter Revision.  We have taken parts of it out, it

         14  has been amended in certain places, but I support it

         15  in a broader sense. I am not just looking at it as a

         16  Mayor against the Council or a Mayor that is looking

         17  for total control. I am look at how it can benefit

         18  the citizens of the City and how it can benefit us.

         19  And the two parts of the gun part of this Charter

         20  Revision are really important factors that should be

         21  really looked at, not a watered down version of a

         22  gun lock and making the distance between from 1,000

         23  to 1,500, and I like the Health Department part of

         24  it. I think this is an important thing we should

         25  consider.
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          2                 I urge my constituencies to look at

          3  it and vote their conscience.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: Seeing

          6  no other members to be recognized, let's move on to

          7  the Reports of Special Committees.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None, sir.

          9                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         10  Reports of Standing Committees, and Reports of the

         11  Committee on Finance.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 559, and

         13  companion resolution 1041.

         14                 UDAAP 20005046, Bed Stuyvesant, Fort

         15  Greene Site A, Brooklyn.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 564 and

         18  companion resolution 1042. UDAAP 20005051 HAK,

         19  Bushwick Brownsville, HomeWorks, Brooklyn.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 566 and

         22  companion resolution 1043. UDAAP 20005053 HAX, Bronx

         23  Site, HomeWorks, Bronx.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This, together with

         25  the rest of the UDAAPs on this page, LU 580, 583, LU
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          2  440, 441, 442, all coupled on general order.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Continuing with

          4  the Reports of the Committee on Land Use.

          5                 LU 443 and companion resolution 1049.

          6  ULURP 990099 ZSM, zoning, Manhattan.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This, together with

          8  LU 444 following, coupled on general order.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 462. ULURP

         10  990218 ZSK, zoning special permit, Brooklyn.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This approved with

         12  modifications and referred to City Planning pursuant

         13  to Rule 11.20(b) of our rules and 197-(d) of the

         14  Charter.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 465 and

         16  companion resolution 1051. Zoning resolution

         17  amendment, 990526 ZRY, changing text in the zoning

         18  resolution.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 467 and

         21  campanion resolution 1052. ULURP C990614 ZMM,

         22  changes, zoning map, Manhattan.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 468 and

         25  companion resolution 1053.
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          2                 ULURP C990615 HDM, City-owned

          3  non-residential real property, Manhattan.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This, together with

          5  the next two ULURPs, LU 504 and 505, coupled on

          6  general order.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 506 and

          8  companion resolution 1056. Application 980320 ZAK,

          9  zoning resolution, waterfront public access in

         10  visual corridors.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 509 and

         13  resolution 1057. Landmark Preservation Commission

         14  designation, Fort Totten Historic District, Queens.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 510 and

         17  companion resolution 1058. Landmark Preservation

         18  Commission, NoHo Historic district, Manhattan.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 559. UDAAP

         21  20005046 HAK, Bed Stuy Fort Greene, Site A,

         22  Brooklyn.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This, together with

         24  the next two matters, 564 and 566 and the last

         25  matter on this page, 580, are all approved and
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          2  referred to Finance pursuant to Rule 6.50 of the

          3  Council.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 577 and

          5  companion resolution 1059. ULURP C990519 PPK, 738

          6  Third Avenue, Brooklyn.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: That's coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 583, UDAAP

          9  20005067 HAM, 555 West 149th Street, Manhattan.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Approved and

         11  referred to Finance pursuant to 6.50.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 584 and

         13  companion resolution 1060. UDAAP 20005068 HAK, 57

         14  Stagg Street, Brooklyn.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 585 and

         17  companion resolution 1061. UDAAP 20005069 HAK, 91

         18  Clay Street, Brooklyn.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         20                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: Report

         21  of the Committee on Select Committee on Charter

         22  Reform.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M667. An

         24  evaluation of the Mayor's 1999 Charter Revision

         25  Commission.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

          4  General order calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 291-A. An

          6  amended Local Law in relation to Family Child Care

          7  Services.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Laid over again.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Resolution

         10  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         12                 At this time I would ask for a roll

         13  call on the entire General Order Calendar, please.

         14                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: Roll

         15  call.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Cruz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dear.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: DiBrienza.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dilan.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Yes on

         10  all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Aye on all,

         15  with the exception of LU 504, LU 505, LU 506 and

         16  companion resos 1054, 1055, 1056. Aye on all others.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Harrison.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Koslowitz.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lasher.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Yes, may I

          5  please be excused to explain my vote?

          6                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

          7  Council Member Leffler.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: I am going to

          9  vote aye on all the coupled general orders, I just

         10  would like to comment on one relatively limited

         11  aspect of the Charter Revision proposal that was

         12  referred to by a number of speakers, particularly

         13  the provision in the Charter Revision proposal that

         14  deals with trigger locks.

         15                 We had a hearing on this earlier this

         16  month. With respect to the contention that the law

         17  that we passed in Committee in early October and at

         18  the full Council at our last meeting is different

         19  somehow or watered down from the Charter Revision

         20  proposal. This is the first time I ever hear such a

         21  statement. No one, not even the Mayor's

         22  representatives, made that point at the hearing that

         23  we had.

         24                 I specifically asked our Council to

         25  carefully parse the provision in the Charter
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          2  proposal against the law that we considered, and he

          3  reported that it is essentially the same, exactly

          4  the same.

          5                 And the second point that was just

          6  made, that in fact this was only taken up after the

          7  Charter Revision proposal included at is also

          8  misleading.

          9                 You will recall that a year ago we

         10  passed legislation I introduced that required gun

         11  safety locks on guns when they are sold in New York

         12  City. At the time we said that there were some open

         13  issues, including some legal issues that had to be

         14  researched by both sides, that is why the Mayor

         15  himself did not press those points last year when we

         16  introduced and passed the legislation. Counsel on

         17  both sides spent a lot of time researching the

         18  issues, there are state law issues involved,

         19  questions as to whether the state law preempts the

         20  City Council's capacity to legislate in the area,

         21  finally those questions were resolved. Frankly, I

         22  think they could have even been studied further, but

         23  counsel on both sides said we could go ahead, that

         24  we had the power.

         25                 Then we promptly had this proposal
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          2  leap frog many other worthy proposals and matters

          3  before the Committee. So, we dealt with it

          4  expeditiously.

          5                 Whatever justification there is for

          6  or against, I think the statements that were made

          7  here a little while ago with respect to the trigger

          8  locks aspects are being made for the first time and

          9  do not give any support, in my judgment, for passing

         10  the Charter Revision proposals. They were never made

         11  --

         12                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: Time

         13  is up, sir.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: -- Before a

         15  few minutes ago, to my knowledge.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: How do

         18  you vote, Council Member?

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: I said at the

         20  outset that I vote aye on all coupled general

         21  orders, so I repeat that.

         22                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         23  Continue the roll call.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I request

          4  permission to explain my vote.

          5                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

          6  Council Member Lopez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I am going to

          8  vote yes on all orders today, but I want to call the

          9  attention to M667.

         10                 A constitution of a City is the most

         11  delicate document that any other document can be out

         12  there.

         13                 The Mayor of this City has decided to

         14  walk all over that document with the Charter

         15  Revision that he has put in place.

         16                 And he don't only walk all over, to

         17  make that delicate document fall apart, he also

         18  makes sure that any possibility to let it be alive

         19  and be good for something don't happen.

         20                 His Charter Revision has been put in

         21  place to take away the balance of power, to make

         22  sure that the City Council no longer maintains that

         23  delicate balance that is necessary for the

         24  democratic process to proceed and exist.

         25                 The Mayor of this City has a problem.
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          2  His problem is that he doesn't understand that

          3  balance of power has to exist to guarantee

          4  democratic process. And he doesn't get it and he

          5  doesn't understand it.

          6                 And I hope that the voters out there

          7  next Tuesday coming come out massively to vote

          8  against this Charter Revision, to let the Mayor of

          9  this City to understand that he do not have the

         10  right to walk all over that delicate document that

         11  is the constitution of this City.

         12                 And I hope that when he goes to bed

         13  on Tuesday, he gets to understand that that document

         14  is not for him to change any time he pleases, that

         15  document is there to protect fundamental rights that

         16  have been put in place by very, very, very

         17  intelligent people that founded this nation.

         18                 Thank you. Yes on all items.

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         20  Continue the roll call.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Marshall.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: I vote a

         25  hearty aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Mr. Acting

          4  Public Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to

          5  explain my vote?

          6                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

          7  Council Member Michels.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Thank you

          9  very much.

         10                 I rise because I am going to vote aye

         11  on all coupled general orders, but I must rise to

         12  agree with Mr. Leffler, on the gun lock law. I

         13  attended all of those hearings, I have been involved

         14  in this issue, and I must say that Mr. Leffler

         15  speaks the truth, there is absolutely no difference

         16  between what the Mayor is proposing and what is in

         17  that law, what the Mayor originally proposed and in

         18  the present law. The fact is that this is a law that

         19  we have been working on, it was a very intricate

         20  law, a very important law and for the first time

         21  that anyone possesses these weapons must have a gun

         22  lock on it. And the gun lock we are leaving to the

         23  discretion of the Police Commissioner, with the

         24  assurances that that lock will stop the firing pin

         25  from operating.
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          2                 So, I don't see any justification for

          3  the Charter Provision, with respect to this. We

          4  didn't dawdle, we worked hard on it and any

          5  misinformation here is disgraceful and I vote aye.

          6                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

          7  Speaker Vallone, for the purpose of voting.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much.

          9  On Council business I have to leave right now, but

         10  our senior Council Member Morty Povman, will take

         11  over in my absence, and I would like permission to

         12  vote aye on all the coupled general orders.

         13                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: Call

         14  the Speaker's name.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Vallone.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

         17                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         18  Continue with the roll call.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Marshall.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: May I be

         21  excused to explain my vote?

         22                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         23  Council Member Marshall.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: I think that

         25  probably the biggest injustice to the people of the
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          2  City of New York is the process by which this

          3  Charter Revision was developed.

          4                 In the history of Charter revisions

          5  in our City, there have never been any period of

          6  time less than one to two years with which the

          7  Charter Revision are discussed in public hearings,

          8  they are completely aired around our City, thinking

          9  and planning and questioning can go on, each of

         10  these, both last year and this year, the Charter

         11  Revision Commissions were drawn up at the last

         12  minute, and all of them had their hearings and so on

         13  over the summer when people were on vacation.

         14                 This is a democracy, and in a

         15  democracy the most precious thing is the opinion of

         16  the people and people's input. That was absent in

         17  both of these. That is a disgrace and that is

         18  probably the greatest injustice that we could

         19  administer to the people of the City of New York.

         20                 I vote aye on all general coupled

         21  orders.

         22                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         23  Continue the roll call.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Nelson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Perkins.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I would like

          6  to be excused to explain my vote.

          7                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

          8  Council Member Perkins.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I want to

         10  vote aye on all, but I would like to make comment on

         11  the report of the Select Committee on Charter

         12  Reform, an evaluation of the Mayor's 1999 Charter

         13  Revision Commission, which I would like to retitle

         14  The Rope A Dope Commission, or the Bait and Hook

         15  Commission.

         16                 You know, this modern version of the

         17  City Council came into being in 1989 with a true

         18  Charter Revision Commission, which expanded this

         19  body from 35 to 51, and had as a fundamental

         20  objective the increasing of the participation of all

         21  of the communities in the City, in particular those

         22  communities of color that are African American and

         23  Latino. And as a result of that, there has been

         24  greater voice, greater democracy in this City and we

         25  are proud to say that 26 of the 51, 46 percent of

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            94

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  this body is represented by those communities. And

          3  as we emerge into the next millennium, we see the

          4  demographics revealing a new majority, a new

          5  coalition, a new opportunity for more diversity or

          6  voices in the legislative process, in this balance

          7  of power.

          8                 Interestingly, as that is beginning

          9  to happen, as this City is beginning to become more

         10  and more democratic with a little d, more and more

         11  responsive to all of the communities of this City,

         12  our Mayor, the voice of the right wing Republican

         13  party, is handcuffing this legislative body in such

         14  a way that those new voices will not be able to be

         15  heard effectively, in such a way that those new

         16  voices will be stifled in such a way that only the

         17  Executive, only the Executive, only that exclusive

         18  position will have the ability to determine what is

         19  going to happen budgetarily and otherwise in this

         20  gorgeous mosaic of a city.

         21                 This, to me, is an outrage. It is

         22  always interesting how when new majorities emerge

         23  the rules change. The rules change to handcuff those

         24  new coalitions, those new majorities that attempt to

         25  create more diversity.
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          2                 So, there is a hidden agenda here

          3  that some of us are very concerned about, a hidden

          4  agenda that suggests that as we move into positions

          5  of power, that power is being shifted, that balance

          6  is being shifted away from us.

          7                 So, I rise to vote aye on all. Thank

          8  you very much.

          9                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         10  Continue the roll call.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Provenzano.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Quinn.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERY: Reed.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rivera.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robinson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: May I be

         21  excused to explain my vote?

         22                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         23  Council Member Robinson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Thank you

         25  very much, Chairman Pro-tem.
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          2                 I, too, rise serving as a member of

          3  the Select Committee to express my dismay, my

          4  disappointment as to the Mayor's powergrab as well.

          5                 And I say that wholeheartedly because

          6  I didn't know that we were in a monarchy, I thought

          7  we were in a democracy, but he is making it a

          8  monarchy, and the people of the City of New York

          9  have elected each and every one of us to make their

         10  voices heard.

         11                 The proposed legislation, and

         12  proposition 2 that will appear on the ballot on

         13  Tuesday takes away that voice from the people.

         14                 I am further concerned, because I, as

         15  an African American woman, stand for my ancestors

         16  who didn't have the right to vote, who didn't have

         17  the right to speak, they didn't even have a right to

         18  go into libraries or to even go and sign up and be

         19  able to vote. And now we stand here in 1999, just

         20  before we go into a new century, and yet another

         21  hand reaches out to say no you will not step in with

         22  any power, with any influence.

         23                 If we do anything, if we do anything

         24  in this Council, we will make sure that we reach out

         25  to all of those, that we can reach out to and tell
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          2  them to vote no on this proposition.

          3                 It is wrong, it is wrong, it is

          4  wrong. Let's think about those that came before us,

          5  that they dared to speak and how they were

          6  persecuted. Look at what is happening here now.

          7                 Mr. Chairman Pro-Tem, I vote aye on

          8  all general orders, and ask my colleagues to make

          9  sure that they do the right thing.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         12  Continue the roll call.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

         14                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: Aye on

         15  all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

         17                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         18  Council Member Rodriguez, your name being called?

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Sabini.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Stabile.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Watkins.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Mr. President

          4  Pro-Tem, may I please be excused to explain my vote?

          5                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

          6  Council Member Watkins.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: I would like

          8  to align myself with the comments of my colleagues,

          9  Council Member Perkins and Robinson.

         10                 I disagree with Council Member

         11  Perkins only on one point. I do not believe that the

         12  agenda is hidden. I believe that the agenda is open,

         13  obvious and blatant. I believe it is an attempt to

         14  move us to an imperial Mayoralty.

         15                 I feel that this obvious powergrab,

         16  in an attempt to revise the Charter which is the

         17  constitution for this City, is a very dangerous

         18  thing. It is a very dangerous thing no matter who

         19  sits in the seat across the hall. One should not

         20  responsibly change laws based upon the person or

         21  persons who happen to be elected to anything at a

         22  given time. I believe that if there is to be a

         23  change, it should be done thoughtfully and

         24  deliberately as this change was that had called for

         25  the so-called new 51 member Council that exists
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          2  today.

          3                 The government said, the Supreme

          4  Court said, that the old Board of Estimate could not

          5  remain in power because they were not

          6  representative, diminishing the powers of the 51

          7  representatives who now sit, move us back, not

          8  forward, and it is wrong.

          9                 I feel that the report which came in

         10  from our colleagues who worked on this is

         11  eye-opening, enlightening and makes me feel that it

         12  is even more dangerous for this Charter change to

         13  take place than I realized before.

         14                 I vote aye on all of the general

         15  orders.

         16                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         17  Continue the roll call.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: White.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: DiBrienza.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lasher.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: May I be
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          2  excused to explain my vote? I vote aye on all

          3  coupled general orders with the understanding that I

          4  am voting aye to accept the Committee Report, the

          5  Select Committee on Charter Revision, without

          6  agreeing to its substance.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Acting Speaker,

          8  Council Member Povman.

          9                 ACTING SPEAKER POVMAN: Aye on all.

         10                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: All

         11  coupled general orders are adopted, 44 to zero. With

         12  the exception of Land Use 504, 505, 506, 42 in the

         13  affirmative and two in the negative.

         14                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         15                 ACTING SPEAKER POVMAN: All proposed.

         16                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: Okay,

         17  general discussion.

         18                 Let's continue with the agenda.

         19  Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         20                 Mr. Acting Speaker.

         21                 ACTING SPEAKER POVMAN: Yes. All

         22  proposed bills and resolutions, except the ones that

         23  are being considered for immediate consideration,

         24  are referred to their respective committees.

         25                 The first resolution, which the
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          2  sponsor is calling for immediate consideration, is

          3  sponsored by Speaker Vallone, Council Members

          4  Eisland, Berman, Fisher, Leffler, Povman, Koslowitz,

          5  Lasher and Michels.

          6                 The resolution commemorating the 61st

          7  anniversary of Krsitallnacht,"The Night of Broken

          8  Glass," in memory of all of those who fell victim to

          9  the reign of anti-Semitism and sensless violence

         10  that took place on that night, and all who suffered

         11  and perished in its wake.

         12                 On behalf of the Speaker I ask for

         13  immediate consideration and I waive the reading of

         14  the resolution.

         15                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: Any

         16  objections to the immediate consideration?

         17                 Seeing no objection, all in favor?

         18                 All opposed?

         19                 Resolution adopted.

         20                 ACTING SPEAKER POVMAN: Resolution

         21  1030, by Council Member Vallone.

         22                 Resolution calling upon Allsianz,

         23  BASF, Bayer, BMW, Commerzbank, DaimlerChrysler,

         24  Degussa-Huels, Deutsche Bank, Henkel, Hoechst,

         25  Mannesmann, Siemens, ThyssenKrupp, Veba, Viag,

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            102

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Volkswagon and the many other companies who utilized

          3  slave and forced labor in its factories during World

          4  War II to compensate such survivors with an amount

          5  commensurate to the pain and the suffering endured

          6  by them.

          7                 On behalf of the Speaker I am

          8  requesting immediate consideration, and I waive the

          9  reading of the resolution.

         10                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: The

         11  Acting Speaker moves to waive the reading of the

         12  resolution for immediate consideration. Any

         13  objection? All in favor?

         14                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         15                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         16  Opposed?

         17                 Resolution is adopted.

         18                 ACTING SPEAKER POVMAN: The next

         19  resolution requesting immediate consideration is

         20  Resolution 1031. By the Speaker, Council Member

         21  Vallone and Council Member Dear.

         22                 It is a resolution calling upon the

         23  President of the United States to grant clemency to

         24  Jonathan Jay Pollard, currently serving as an

         25  inequitable and incomparably harsh sentence in
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          2  federal prison. I request immediate consideration

          3  and waive the reading of the resolution.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: The

          5  immediate consideration at the request of the

          6  Speaker waives the reading. Any objections to the

          7  immediate consideration?

          8                 All in favor?

          9                 ACTING SPEAKER POVMAN: Aye.

         10                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         11  Opposed?

         12                 There are members that are voting in

         13  the opposition, those are Council Member Ognibene,

         14  the Minority Leader, Stabile, Golden, Fiala, and

         15  Abel.

         16                 The resolution is adopted.

         17                 ACTING SPEAKER POVMAN: The last

         18  resolution calling for immediate consideration is

         19  Resolution 1036, by Council Member Fisher.

         20                 A resolution denouncing the inhumane

         21  desecration of the Weissensee Jewish Cemetery in

         22  Berlin, Germany and advocating zero tolerance for

         23  criminals who violate cemeteries.

         24                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         25  Council Member Fisher.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: I waive the

          3  reading and request immediate consideration.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

          5  Council Member Povman waives the reading and asks

          6  immediate consideration, any objections?

          7                 All in favor?

          8                 ACTING SPEAKER POVMAN: Aye.

          9                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: All

         10  opposed?

         11                 The resolution is adopted.

         12                 General discussion.

         13                 Council Member Boyland, you can now

         14  speak on the subject matter that you chose to speak

         15  on before.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

         17  Mr. Acting Public Advocate.

         18                 Again, good afternoon. Once again we

         19  are here to talk about electricity not being

         20  provided in our neighborhoods. My research has

         21  discovered that there are over 1,100 street lights

         22  that are not working in the City of New York,

         23  including over 300, each in Brooklyn and Manhattan,

         24  and over 250 in Queens, and over 200 in the Bronx.

         25  By the looks of it it would appear to be a shocking
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          2  waste of taxpayers' money.

          3                 New York City is paying a lot of

          4  money, whether it is providing services or not,

          5  having a large number of lights out makes our

          6  streets more dangerous. This is a potential public

          7  health and public safety problem that we must

          8  address.

          9                 As such, I am proposing a resolution

         10  asking for a hearing to be held by the appropriate

         11  committee of the City Council to examine possible

         12  solution to this matter.

         13                 We should introduce service

         14  guarantees into the City's contract with the New

         15  York State Power Authority requiring that a fixed

         16  percentage of the rate paid by the City to the Power

         17  Authority be returned to the City if an unreasonable

         18  amount of street lights are not provided with

         19  electricity. And I ask this in support of Resolution

         20  1032, which we are talking about today, and also I

         21  would like to bring to mention that tomorrow at

         22  Medgar Evers College we will be joined by over 1,000

         23  young people and a number of speakers to discuss

         24  issues, youth issues. Some of the topics will be

         25  gang violence, youth and politics, NYPD and youth,

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            106

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  technology, community service and the influence of

          3  rap music within our community. I ask that you all,

          4  I extend an invitation to all to join us at Medgar

          5  Evers College tomorrow. It will be held from 9:00

          6  a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The young people would appreciate

          7  seeing role models such as yourselves in the City

          8  that have made it.

          9                 Thank you very much, Mr. Acting

         10  Public Advocate.

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         12  Council Member Stabile.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: I am here to

         14  speak about resolution 1040, which would give access

         15  to not-for-profit organizations and any other

         16  organizations that deal with children, the right to

         17  know if their volunteers or the people that they

         18  employee are not predators to our children. It gives

         19  them a way of finding out.

         20                 This bill was originally started by

         21  Senator Spano from Yonkers. We are looking to try to

         22  get some recognition in the City of New York for

         23  people to support this resolution. It is helping us

         24  identify the predators. We are not inventing the

         25  wheel, we do it in the Board of Education with
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          2  fingerprinting, and everything else. Why should a

          3  group of young men or women who believe that their

          4  coach from the little league or their den master is

          5  someone who is very trustworthy may also be a

          6  predator preying on young children.

          7                 I ask for support from this Council.

          8  Thank you.

          9                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         10  Council Member Watkins.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: I would like

         12  to again commend our colleague Una Clarke. I was

         13  privileged to be able to attend her investiture in

         14  Kingston, Jamaica last week. It was indeed a very,

         15  very impressive ceremony on the lawn of Kings House

         16  which is equivalent to being on the lawn of the

         17  White House here. The Governor General, the Prime

         18  Minister of the Island Nation of Jamaica presented

         19  the awards.

         20                 There were somewhere between 35 and

         21  40 people who flew to Jamaica from here to

         22  participate, including a member of the New York

         23  State Assembly, the Honorable Nick Perry. It was

         24  indeed a momentous occasion. It was very inspiring

         25  and it was one which gave us all a great feeling of
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          2  pride. So, I would like to commend my colleague and

          3  sister, the Honorable Commander Una Clarke.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: Again,

          5  on behalf of all of the colleagues, Honorable

          6  Commander, we again congratulate you for that high

          7  honor.

          8                 Council Member Perkins.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         10  very much.

         11                 You know, there has been no more

         12  significant struggle, legacy in the African American

         13  community than the struggle for an education.

         14                 As you know, during slavery it was

         15  against the law for a slave to be able to read or to

         16  be taught to read or to be taught even to read the

         17  Bible. That struggle continued after slavery and

         18  even up until 1954 when Brown versus the Board of

         19  Education, that struggle continued. Even up until 30

         20  years ago when students and others made the most

         21  significant accomplishment in the civil rights

         22  movement which was the opportunity to have an

         23  education at the City University under a program

         24  known as Open Enrollment. And we are celebrating

         25  that great civil rights accomplishment in this City
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          2  at the City University system.

          3                 You know, it is interesting that in

          4  slavery it was the slave masters that kept us from

          5  having our education, and now in 1999, as we step

          6  into the next century, we see the republicans in

          7  Albany and the republicans in New York City still

          8  trying to close those doors of educational

          9  opportunity to us.

         10                 So, I am rising to acknowledge that

         11  historic moment in which the City University doors

         12  were open and to encourage everyone to participate

         13  tomorrow at a celebration of that momentous occasion

         14  of that City College, number one.

         15                 Number two, what I rise to do is also

         16  to announce with some modesty that I will be running

         17  on November the 7th in the New York City Marathon. I

         18  will be running under the banner of Census 2000. So,

         19  if you see a weary member of the City Council

         20  struggling through your neighborhood, your beautiful

         21  neighborhood, with a Census 2000 tee-shirt, that

         22  says "Harlem Counts  Councilman Bill Perkins",

         23  believe it, it is me. And so I look for your support

         24  along the trail.

         25                 And last, but not least, let me just
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          2  say once again that the forces of the right wing

          3  conservative party are at it again and we hope that

          4  on November 2nd our communities will come out and

          5  vote no to the Giuliani powergrab that will handcuff

          6  this City Council from making the proper decisions

          7  and fulfilling its responsibilities for the people

          8  of the City of New York.

          9                 Thank you very much.

         10                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         11  Council Member Fisher.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Thank you very

         13  much, Mr. President Officer Pro-tem.

         14                 Brooklyn hasn't had a baseball team

         15  to root for since the Dodgers left, but I think all

         16  New Yorkers watched with great pride as the Mets

         17  came close, and I think we are all rooting for the

         18  Yankees, so I just want to wish some God speed,

         19  particular Joe Torre has such a remarkable personal

         20  story. We can all be proud of the Yankees'

         21  accomplishments, and I hope they win it in the Bronx

         22  where they deserve to be, where people deserve to

         23  have them and where we hope they will be for the

         24  next 25 world series.

         25                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:
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          2  Council Member Dear.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Thank you very

          4  much, Mr. Presiding Officer Pro-tem.

          5                 I would like to welcome home

          6  Lieutenant Pat Feerick, a mother of two, the

          7  lieutenant who was I believe unjustly arrested and

          8  prosecuted while the criminals that she was going

          9  after are still outside free and continuing their

         10  drug dealing an all kinds of other criminal

         11  activity, and yet we took such a decorated, such a

         12  great lieutenant, and a mother, and a lawyer, and

         13  someone who has worked so hard for the New York City

         14  Police Department. I want to commend the Governor

         15  for giving this freedom at this point, and for all

         16  of the people that worked for her. This Council did

         17  speak out as well for her and her colleagues who

         18  were prosecuted together.

         19                 We have to take a hard look and look

         20  at why people like Lieutenant Pat Feerick have to go

         21  through the criminal justice system. Why did she

         22  have to sit among the very same people that she had

         23  arrested and put behind bars and worked so hard, why

         24  someone like that who is a rising star had to be

         25  plucked away from us, and basically told that you
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          2  are not a good police officer.

          3                 So, Lieutenant Feerick, God speed,

          4  stand up with pride and smile because you did right.

          5                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

          6  Council Member Robinson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Thank you

          8  very much, Mr. Chairman Pro-tem. I rise to just

          9  speak on a matter that I think that we should make

         10  ourselves aware of, and that is, not only in terms

         11  of the Hurricane Floyd that ravaged the east coast

         12  of our country, Hurricane Floyd ravaged the State of

         13  North Carolina, and for those of you that are from

         14  North Carolina, or know people from North Carolina,

         15  or would like to go down to North Carolina, North

         16  Carolina needs your help. And so I am standing to

         17  ask for the help of my colleagues, and to those of

         18  you that are listening, that my office will be

         19  collecting clothing for the people in North Carolina

         20  who have no food, they have no water, they have no

         21  places to live. And much of their story is not being

         22  told.

         23                 So, I stand for the people of North

         24  Carolina down in Tarrboro and Kinston and all of

         25  those regions in North Carolina that have been
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          2  damaged by Hurricane Floyd, they need your help and

          3  support. It is my understanding that they have not

          4  gotten the kind of support from the federal

          5  government that they need and deserve.

          6                 So, we need to speak out and stand up

          7  and try to help North Carolina so that the people

          8  can begin to get back to their quality of life that

          9  they need and deserve.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         12  Council Member Marshall, last speaker.

         13                 She has waived her right to speak.

         14  So, I see no other speakers --

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: I will just

         16  say briefly, as Chair of the Higher Education

         17  Committee, I wanted to correct my good friend and

         18  colleague Bill Perkins, it is Open Admissions, not

         19  open whatever he called it. But we will be

         20  introducing a resolution to commemorate the

         21  beginning of this great opportunity for so many New

         22  Yorkers at our next, it will be at the next Stated

         23  Council Meeting.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:
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          2  Council Member Clarke.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you, Mr.

          4  Public Advocate Acting.

          5                 I just want to follow on what Council

          6  Member Robinson said, and to just tell my colleagues

          7  that on Friday morning we will hold a press

          8  conference because the nations of the Bahamas were

          9  badly hit in this Hurricane also as it came to that

         10  area, and we are also pushing to make sure that we

         11  can assist them in that part of the world.

         12                 And for me, Council Member Robinson,

         13  you have always been there when there are disasters

         14  in the Caribbean, and so I would like very much to

         15  assist you in your effort to send some things to

         16  South Carolina, as we will join our brothers and

         17  sisters from the Bahamas for a press conference on

         18  Friday, 10:00, here.

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: Seeing

         20  no other business, on behalf of Speaker Vallone, if

         21  you recall, we will close the session in memory of

         22  Assistant Commissioner Barbara Wolff.

         23                 ACTING SPEAKER POVMAN: Meeting

         24  adjourned.

         25                 (Hearing concluded at 3:35 p.m.)
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