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TITLE:
A local law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to clearly identifying clean air taxicabs and providing information regarding such vehicles.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends section 19-514 by adding a new subdivision (h), and adds a new section 19-534 to Chapter 5 of Title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York
INTRODUCTION

On June 14, 2006, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu will hold a hearing on Int. No. 353.  Int. No. 353 would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York by requiring clean air taxis to be clearly identified and require the Taxi and Limousine to provide information to passengers about the benefits of using a clean air taxi.

The Committee has invited the following people to testify:  Taxi and Limousine Commissioner Matthew Daus, Department of Environmental Protection Commissioner Emily Lloyd, New York State Energy Research and Development Authority President Peter Smith, accessibility advocates, environmental advocates, representatives from the taxi and for-hire vehicle industries and automakers and vehicle retrofitters.

BACKGROUND

There are almost 13,000 taxicabs operating on the streets of New York.  Many of these taxicabs operate close to twenty-fours a day, releasing a large amount of harmful emissions into the air and adversely affecting the environment.  The Council has found that increasing the use of alternative fuel vehicles, such as hybrid-electric vehicles, will help to improve air quality, while also conserving fuel.

Over the past few years, the Council has worked on and passed legislation to increase the use of alternative fuel vehicles in the City’s taxi fleet.  In 2003, after the State authorized the City to auction an additional 900 new taxi medallions, the Council passed Local Law 51 of 2003.  This law required that at least nine percent of the new taxi medallions be set aside for hybrid-electric taxicabs or taxicabs powered by compressed natural gas.  Although the City sold the first alternative fuel medallions in 2004, no alternative fuel vehicles were put into service because the Taxi and Limousine Commission (“TLC”) had not yet approved such a vehicle for use as a taxi.  To address this problem, the Council passed Local Law 72 of 2005.  This law required the TLC to approve one or more hybrid-electric vehicles for use as a taxi within ninety days of enactment of the law.  Under this law, the TLC approved rules at its September 8, 2005 meeting that allowed six hybrid-electric vehicles to be used as taxicabs.

Because of the legislation enacted by the City Council, there are currently approximately 25 hybrid-electric vehicle taxicabs serving the public.
  The Council recently approved a bill, Int. No. 339-A, which provides that 254 of the 308 medallions to be sold at the upcoming June medallion sale be set aside for hybrid-electric or taxicabs powered by compressed natural gas.  After Int. No. 339-A is implemented, assuming all of the alternative fuel vehicle medallions are purchased, there will be approximately 280 hybrid-electric taxis in New York City.


Although a small number of hybrid-electric taxicabs have been serving the people of New York City, with a substantial increase to come in the near future, many people are unaware of their existence or the benefits they provide to the City.  This legislation would help raise awareness of clean air taxis by having them clearly identified as such.  The bill would also require the Taxi and Limousine Commission to develop information about clean air taxis to be distributed to passengers.

ANALYSIS


Section 1 of Int. No. 353 would amend section 19-514 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new subdivision (h) requiring each hybrid-electric taxicab or taxicab dedicated to operate on compressed natural gas to display the words “CLEAN AIR TAXI” in two prominent locations on the vehicle’s exterior.  The subdivision would further define “hybrid-electric taxicab” as a commercially available mass-produced vehicle originally equipped by the manufacturer with a combustion engine system together with an electric propulsion system that operates in an integrated manner, which is approved by the commissioner for use as a taxicab.


Section two of Int. No. 353 would amend Title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new section 19-534.  Subdivision (a) would define “hybrid-electric taxicab” as a commercially available mass-produced vehicle originally equipped by the manufacturer with a combustion engine together with an electric propulsion system that operates in an integrated manner, which is approved by the commissioner for use as a taxicab.

Subdivision (b) would require the Taxi and Limousine Commission to develop and provide information to each owner of a hybrid-electric taxicab and a taxicab dedicated to operate on compressed natural gas, which is to be displayed in a manner that is clearly apparent to a passenger in the backseat.  Paragraph one of this subdivision would require this information to identify the taxicab as a clean air taxi.  Paragraph two of this subdivision would require the information to discuss the air quality benefits associated with use of the vehicle and where the car is a hybrid-electric vehicle, the fuel economy associated with the car, as compared to a gasoline powered taxicab.  The information would provide passengers with the address of the TLC website, required under subdivision (c), where they can find additional information about the vehicle.


Subdivision (c) would require the TLC to develop the web page discussed in paragraph two of subdivision (b) and to have certain information in the website.  Paragraph one of this subdivision would require the website to include information about the number of clean air taxis operating in New York City, classified by vehicle model.  Paragraph two of this subdivision would require the website to have the information required under paragraph two of subdivision (b) of this bill, including the aggregate air quality benefits and fuel savings associated with operating clean air taxis in New York City.  Paragraph three of this subdivision would require the website to have information about available government and manufacturer incentives for the purchase of such vehicles.  Paragraph four of this subdivision would require the TLC website to have links to other websites that provide information about such clean air vehicles.


Section three of Int. No. 353 would provide that the bill’s provisions take effect immediately after it is enacted into law.







�  The TLC sold 19 alternative fuel medallions in its October 2004 medallion sale and there are additional owners of standard taxi medallions who have chosen to purchase hybrid-electric vehicles.


�  There are currently no CNG taxis in use, although there may be some in the future.
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