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Finance Division

Latonia McKinney, Acting Director
Fiscal Impact Statement
Preconsidered Intro.
Committee: Governmental Operations


	Title:   A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to the voters guide requirements of the campaign finance board.
	Sponsor(S): By Council Member Kallos (by request of the Mayor)



	Summary of Legislation:  This legislation would waive the requirement that the Campaign Finance Board (CFB) publish a voter guide in print and send a copy to the household of every registered voter when: 1) there are no contested elections for The office of the Mayor, Public Advocate, Borough President, Comptroller or City Council, and in the applicable election district, and 2) there is no administrative action, or determination by a court of final competent jurisdiction, that a ballot proposal or referendum will be included on the ballot at least sixty days prior to the date of the election. When both of these conditions are present, the CFB would be required under this legislation to make information on any ballot proposal or referendum that is ultimately approved for inclusion on the ballot available on its website rather than sending out a printed voter guide to registered voters.



	Effective Date:    This local law would take effect immediately and be deemed to apply to the general election to be held on November 4, 2014.



	Fiscal Year In Which Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated:   Fiscal 2016

	Fiscal Impact Statement: 
Effective FY 15
FY Succeeding

Effective FY 16
Full Fiscal

Impact FY 15
Revenues (+)

To Be Determined
To Be Determined
To Be Determined
Expenditures (-) 

To Be Determined
To Be Determined
To Be Determined
Net

To Be Determined
To Be Determined
To Be Determined


	Impact on Revenues:  There would be no impact on revenues resulting from the enactment of this legislation.


	Impact on Expenditures:    Although the enactment of this legislation would result in budget savings that could total upwards of $2 million, in any given year, by eliminating the need to produce voter guides in certain circumstances, it would be difficult to quantify with any accuracy future savings because the conditions that require the CFB to produce a voter guide vary from year to year.  For Fiscal 2015, the City’s Financial Plan does not account for the production of a citywide voter guide.  It is not uncommon for the Board to request immediate, mid-year funding when it is required to produce a voter guide due to unknowable circumstances (i.e. special elections).

Because the CFB submits its budget on a year-to-year basis, future savings resulting from this legislation will be accounted for in the CFB’s budget submissions moving forward.  The legislation provides more certainty in the budget planning process, allowing for more accurate projections.

   

	Source of Funds To Cover Estimated Costs:     N/A


	Source of Information: New York City Council Finance Division,
                                            Campaign Finance Board



	Estimate Prepared By: John Russell, Principal Financial Legislative Analyst
Estimate Reviewed By:  Rebecca Chasan, Assistant Finance Counsel

	Legislative history:  This legislation will be considered and voted on as a Preconsidered Intro by the Committee on Governmental Operations on August 20, 2014, and upon  successful vote, the Preconsidered Intro will be submitted to the full Council for a vote on August 21, 2014.
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