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T H E C O U N C I L
HUMAN SERVICES DIVISION

Catherine Torres, Director and Deputy Chief of Staff

COMMITTEE ON STATE & FEDERAL LEGISLATION

Council Member Joel Rivera, Chair

April 29, 2003

PRECONSIDERED RES:

By: Council Members Rivera and Barron 

TITLE:
Resolution calling upon Governor George Pataki to withdraw a Fiscal Year 2003-2004 budget proposal to cut funding to the City University of New York, and further calling upon the New York State Legislature to reject all Fiscal Year 2003-2004 budget proposals that limit funding for the City University of New York.

BACKGROUND

On April 29, 2003, the Committee on State & Federal Legislation will hold a hearing on a Preconsidered Resolution, which calls on Governor George Pataki to withdraw a Fiscal Year 2003-2004 budget proposal to cut funding to the City University of New York (CUNY), and further calls upon the New York State Legislature to reject all Fiscal Year 2003-2004 budget proposals that limit funding for CUNY. 

ANALYSIS

The Preconsidered Resolution would state that high-quality, affordable and accessible higher education is vital to New York City’s residents and to the economic health of the City.  Indeed, New York City’s economic future lies in its brainpower.  Proposals that make college less affordable harm the State’s and City’s long-term economy.  

Access to a quality education in New York City is already difficult.  The Preconsidered Resolution would note that CUNY students already carry seventy-five percent (75%) more of the fiscal responsibility for CUNY's funding than did their counterparts ten years ago, and that New York State has the fourteenth most expensive four-year public colleges and the fifth most expensive public community colleges in the nation. In spite of these appalling statistics, Governor Pataki’s proposed budget for fiscal year 2003-2004 contains even more cuts to CUNY.  

As stated by Miriam Kramer, the Higher Education Campaign Coordinator for the New York Public Interest Research Group (NYPIRG), “the Governor’s budget is a triple whammy for New York’s college students and their families with an outrageous tuition increase, cuts to financial aid and essential campus services.”  See www.nypirg.org/nohike/nypirgresponse. The Preconsidered Resolution would indicate that Governor Pataki’s budget proposal increases tuition by $1,200 per student for both senior and community colleges and restructures the Tuition Assistance Program (TAP) so that individual TAP grants provided prior to graduation are reduced by one-third.  

Governor Pataki’s draconian cuts threaten to eliminate educational opportunities for thousands of New York City residents.  Finally, the Preconsidered Resolution would declare that New York State currently faces serious budget constraints and that it must not balance its budget on the backs of college students and their families.
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