Int. No. 444

By Council Members Palma, Arroyo, Cabrera, Chin, Dromm, Ferreras, Fidler, Foster, Jackson, James, Koppell, Lander, Levin, Sanders Jr., Van Bramer, Williams, Mealy, Wills, Brewer, Recchia Jr., Gennaro, Weprin, Barron, Mendez, Mark-Viverito and Vacca

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring that the Department of Homeless Services (DHS) count toward its total shelter census figure and post on its website certain enumerated categories of information.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

Section 1. Findings and Intent. The Department of Homeless Services (“DHS”) provides, on the internet, a report detailing the number of people receiving shelter from DHS. The Council finds, however, that these reports should be codified and that additional data should be included in what DHS represents as the total shelter census figures so that accurate and comprehensive shelter census figures are communicated to the public.  

Section 2. Chapter 3 of title 21 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 21-316 to read as follows: 

§21-316. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms shall have the following meanings:  

1. “Drop-in center facility” means a facility that provides homeless single adults with hot meals, showers, laundry facilities, clothing, medical care, recreational space, employment referrals and also assists homeless single adults with housing placement services.    

2. “Drop-in center overnight census” means the total number of individuals who receive overnight lodging in all drop-in center facilities in New York City.   

3. “Faith-based facility” means a facility that provides shelter to homeless individuals that is funded by one or more religious organizations.        

4. “HPD facility” means a facility owned or operated by the Department of Housing Preservation and Development (“HPD”).   

5. “Outreach placements” means shelter or temporary housing provided to individuals who were living in public spaces and, as a result of the department’s outreach efforts, were persuaded to access the department’s services. 

6. “Safe Haven facility” means a facility that provides shelter placement to chronic street homeless individuals who are historically unwilling to enter the traditional shelter system.   

7. “Stabilization bed” means a bed that is provided to a homeless individual on a temporary basis to allow an otherwise service resistant street homeless client to stabilize while service providers or outreach workers assist in locating permanent housing options. 

8. “Veteran in shelter or short-term housing” means a person who served in the active military of the United States and who was released from such service otherwise than by dishonorable discharge, to whom the department is providing placement in a shelter or in short-term housing.    

b. Reports of Shelter Census Figures. Beginning no later than February 1, 2011, and no later than the last day of the week for each week thereafter, the commissioner shall make available to the public free of charge on the internet a report that includes, at a minimum, the following information: 

1.  the number of adult families receiving shelter, including the aggregate number of individuals, disaggregated by zip code; 

2. the number of families with children receiving shelter, including the aggregate number of individuals, disaggregated by the number of adults and children that make up such number, disaggregated by zip code;  

3. the number of single adults receiving shelter, disaggregated by gender and zip code; 

4. the total number of individuals receiving shelter, disaggregated by the number of adults and children, disaggregated by zip code;  

5. the number of single adults served in drop-in centers, disaggregated by zip code; 

6. the number of single adults represented in the drop-in center overnight census, disaggregated by zip code; 

7. the number of single adults receiving shelter in faith-based facilities, disaggregated by zip code; 

8. the number of single adults receiving outreach placements, disaggregated by zip code; 

9. the number of single adults receiving shelter in safe haven facilities, disaggregated by zip code; 

10. the number of single adults receiving shelter in stabilization beds, disaggregated by zip code;  

11. the number of single adult veterans receiving shelter or short-term housing, disaggregated by zip code; 

12. the number of adult families and families with children receiving shelter in HPD facilities, including the aggregate number of individuals, disaggregated by zip code; 

13. the number of adult families and families with children requesting temporary housing at a Prevention Assistance and Temporary Housing (“PATH”) office, disaggregated by zip code; 

14. the number of adult families requesting temporary housing at an Adult Family Intake Center (“AFIC”), disaggregated by zip code; 

15. the number of adult families and families with children placed in overnight accommodations, disaggregated by zip code; and 

16. the number of adult families and families with children who have stayed overnight at a Prevention Assistance and Temporary Housing (“PATH”) office, disaggregated by zip code. 

c. Daily Census Figures on Department’s Homepage. Beginning no later than February 2, 2011, and no later than the last day of the week for each week thereafter, the commissioner shall prominently display on the department’s homepage the following figures: 

1. the total number of families with children receiving shelter, including such families with children receiving shelter in HPD facilities, placed in overnight accommodations, or who have stayed overnight at a Prevention Assistance and Temporary Housing (“PATH”) office; 

2. the total number of adult families receiving shelter, including such adult families receiving shelter in HPD facilities, placed in overnight accommodations, or who have stayed overnight at a Prevention Assistance and Temporary Housing (“PATH”) office; 

3. the total number of single adults receiving shelter, including such single adults represented in the drop-in center overnight census, receiving shelter in faith-based facilities,  receiving shelter in safe haven facilities, or receiving shelter in stabilization beds, and single adult veterans receiving shelter in short-term housing; and 

4. the aggregate number of individuals receiving shelter, including such individuals who are members of adult families receiving shelter, single adults receiving shelter, members of families with children receiving shelter, single adults represented in the drop-in center overnight census, single adults receiving shelter in faith-based facilities, single adults receiving shelter in safe haven facilities, single adults receiving shelter in stabilization beds, single adult veterans receiving shelter or short-term housing, members of adult families or families with children receiving shelter in HPD facilities, members of adult families or families with children placed in overnight accommodations, or members of adult families or families with children who have stayed overnight at a Prevention Assistance and Temporary Housing (“PATH”) office.     

Section 3. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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