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	TITLE:
	AN  ACT  to amend the general municipal law, in relation to including thyroid cancer in the list of cancers presumed to be incurred in the performance of duty for purposes of disability retirement





I. INTRODUCTION
On June 8, 2023, the Committee on State and Federal Legislation, chaired by Council Member Shaun Abreu, held a vote on SLR 18, State Legislation Resolution requesting the New York State Legislature to pass bills introduced by Senator Gounardes, S.7289-A, and Assembly Member Pheffer Amato, A.7679, “AN  ACT  to amend the general municipal law, in relation to including thyroid cancer in the list of cancers presumed to be incurred in the performance of duty for purposes of disability retirement.” The State Legislative Resolution passed with 5 votes in the affirmative, 0 votes in the negative, and no abstentions.
II. BACKGROUND
Presently, firefighter members who become disabled from thyroid or any other endocrine system cancer are entitled to an Ordinary Disability Benefit (ODB) equal to the greatest of 1/3 of a member’s Final Average Salary (FAS), 2 percent of a member’s FAS for each year of service, or the service retirement benefit for Tier 3, and the greater of 1/2 of FAS or the service retirement benefit for Tier 2. Similarly, surviving family members of active and retired members are entitled to an Ordinary Death Benefit (ODeB) generally equal to three times a member’s most recent salary. This bill would create a statutory presumption to active firefighter members and firefighters that retired no more than 5 years ago, who develop thyroid cancer or any other type of endocrine system cancer, entitling them to a Performance of Duty Disability Retirement Benefit (PDDB), and a lifetime Performance of Duty Accidental Death Benefit (PDADB) for surviving beneficiaries. The PDDR would equal the greater of 75 percent of a member’s FAS, or the service retirement if eligible. The PDADB would equal 50 percent of a member’s wages earned during their final service year.

III. PROPOSED LEGISLATION
Section one of this bill amends section 207-kk of the General Municipal Law to add cancers of the endocrine system to the list of impairments of health deemed to be incurred in the performance and discharge of duty unless the contrary be proven by competent evidence.
Section two sets the effective date.

IV. FISCAL IMPLICATIONS
	See Council Finance Division fiscal impact statement.
V. EFFECTIVE DATE
	This bill would take effect immediately. 
Preconsidered State Legislation Resolution No. 18
[bookmark: _GoBack]State Legislation Resolution requesting the New York State Legislature to pass bills introduced by Senator Gounardes, S.7289-A, and Assembly Member Pheffer Amato, A.7679, “AN ACT to amend the general municipal law, in relation to including thyroid cancer in the list of cancers presumed to be incurred in the performance of duty for purposes of disability retirement.”
By Council Member Abreu
	Whereas, Bills have been introduced in the New York State Legislature by Senator Gounardes, S.7289A, and Assembly Member Pheffer Amato, A.7679, “AN  ACT  to amend the general municipal law in relation to including thyroid cancer in the list of cancers presumed to be incurred in the performance of duty for purposes of disability retirement”; and
	Whereas, The enactment of the above State Legislation requires the concurrence of the Council of the City of New York as the local legislative body; now, therefore, be it 
	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York, in accordance with the provisions of Section 2 of Article 9 of the Constitution of the State of New York, does hereby request the New York State Legislature to enact into law the aforesaid pending bills.
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