Int. No. 725

By Council Members Ferreras, Vacca, Barron, Brewer, Cabrera, Comrie, Dickens, Fidler, Foster, James, Koslowitz, Lander, Levin, Mark-Viverito, Palma, Recchia, Reyna, Rose, Sanders Jr., Van Bramer, Williams, Wills, Jackson, Lappin, Vallone, Rodriguez and Dromm  

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the unlawful use of vehicles for the purpose of promoting prostitution.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1. Section 19-502 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new paragraph x to read as follows:

x. ”Promoting prostitution” shall have the same meaning as it does in article 230 of the New York state penal law. 

§ 2. Section 19-505 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new paragraph q to read as follows:

q.  The commission shall develop a program that will notify drivers of taxicabs,  coaches,  wheelchair  accessible  vans,  commuter vans and for-hire vehicles that using or allowing such vehicles to be used to promote prostitution is illegal.  Such program shall inform such drivers of the specific laws proscribing such use, including the provisions of this section and article 230 of the New York state penal law, and shall inform such drivers of the civil and criminal penalties associated with such use, including but not limited to fiscal penalties, license revocation and incarceration.  The program shall also include an educational component targeted at giving drivers a framework to better understand the current trends and dangers in the sex trafficking industry.  This component shall include an overview of the human rights abuses inherent in sex trafficking and a practical guide to identifying the signs of sex trafficking and notifying the appropriate government agencies and non-profit organizations.  Completion of such program by such drivers shall be a requirement for initial licensure and subsequent license renewal.
§ 3.  Subdivision a of section 19-507 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new paragraph 5 to read as follows:  

5.  No driver or vehicle owner of a for-hire vehicle or base station licensee affiliated with such vehicle shall knowingly allow the for-hire vehicle to be used for the purpose of promoting prostitution.  
§ 4.  Subdivision b of section 19-507 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new paragraph 3 to read as follows:

3.  Any driver, vehicle owner or base station licensee who shall violate the provisions of paragraph 5 of subdivision a of this section shall be subject to a civil penalty of ten thousand dollars and the commission shall revoke the license of such driver, owner or licensee.


 § 5.   This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment into law.
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