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          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Good morning,

          3  everyone. I'd like to call this meeting of the

          4  Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises to order. I

          5  know it's early morning after the Memorial Day

          6  weekend, but let's see if we can get through this

          7  agenda expeditiously.

          8                 I do not see the applicant here for

          9  the first item, so we will skip that over, come back

         10  to it.

         11                 We will go to the second item on the

         12  agenda, Land Use No. 464, C040509 ZMK. An

         13  application submitted by Mylaw Realty Corporation

         14  for an amendment of the zoning map, eliminating from

         15  an R, an existing R6 district to a C1-3 district,

         16  bounded by Ashland Place and other streets.

         17                 And we have Eric. Eric, you're here

         18  representing Mylaw Realty? Just speak about the

         19  application.

         20                 While you're getting seated, we've

         21  also been joined by Council Member Melinda Katz,

         22  Christine Quinn and Mike McMahon.

         23                 MR. PALATNIK: Hi. Good morning. Thank

         24  you for having me.

         25                 My name is Eric Palatnik, and I'm an
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          2  attorney, and I'm of counsel to the law firm of

          3  Rothkurg Rothkurg Weinberg and Spector, and we're

          4  here today on behalf of Mylaw Realty and Ft. Greene

          5  Sports and Fitness Club.

          6                 It's in connection with an

          7  application for a rezoning of an existing C1 3

          8  commercial overlay, to be replaced by a smaller C 2

          9  4 overlay, affecting Fulton Street, between Ashland

         10  and St. Felix.

         11                 And the overall goal of the proposed

         12  rezoning is to permit the proposed physical culture

         13  establishment, which requires a special permit from

         14  the New York City Board of Standards and Appeals,

         15  which is not eligible in the existing C 1 3 overlay.

         16                 I have some boards and I'll see

         17  that's up, so I'll put up the boards so you can see.

         18                 The property in green is the portion

         19  that's proposed to be rezoned to the C 2 4 overlay.

         20  The property in orange behind it reflects, that and

         21  the green together reflects the current zoning,

         22  which is C 1 3.

         23                 We've been working in conjunction

         24  with the Department of City Planning to actually

         25  reduce the amount of these commercial overlay there,
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          2  so that as proposed it will only encompass the green

          3  section eliminating the portion behind it that's in

          4  orange, which are currently approved into

          5  residential homes, and the idea being that that will

          6  no longer allow commercial development to encompass

          7  those residential homes.

          8                 As I said earlier, the C 2 overlay is

          9  required because the current C 1 zoning does not

         10  enable the owner to apply for a special permit at

         11  the Board of Standards and Appeals, which is

         12  restricted to C 2, C 8 zoning districts.

         13                 The property in question here is just

         14  outside the special downtown Brooklyn zone, which

         15  was just recently enacted, which is a C 6 4 zoning

         16  district, and that's to the right of Fulton Street

         17  that's on the map in front of you up there.

         18                 An additional benefit of the proposed

         19  rezoning is that along with the assistance of the

         20  Brooklyn Office of City Planning, we are pulling it

         21  back as we said before.

         22                 The proposed C 2 zoning does not

         23  affect any of the floor area or bulk characteristics

         24  under the zoning. It only affects the uses that are

         25  permitted there, the primary one being it enables
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          2  special permits to be obtained from the Board of

          3  Standards and Appeals.

          4                 The future operators are the Ft.

          5  Greene Sports and Fitness Club, and they've already

          6  been very active in the community. They've been

          7  working with the BAM Local Development Corp and have

          8  sponsored a film presentation on Martin Luther King

          9  Day, and they're already an active member of the

         10  Pratt Area Community, Pratt Area Community Council,

         11  which is in the process of creating a Business

         12  Improvement District in the area.

         13                 They've been working with the Borough

         14  President's Workforce Program to hire local

         15  residents to work and operate at the proposed gym

         16  that will be there, a physical culture

         17  establishment, and they've received strong support,

         18  not only from the local community board, but also

         19  from the affected Councilwoman, which is Letitia

         20  James.

         21                 The proposed design of the building,

         22  which I'll just run through quickly, so you can see

         23  what it will look like, what you're seeing there is

         24  what exists today, and we apologize for the black

         25  and white. I'm going to flip it over and show you
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          2  the proposed.

          3                 That's the proposed facade. The

          4  building itself is the same building you saw in the

          5  previous. There's no change to the building. But

          6  this is what will be done on the facade of it. The

          7  idea being that we've worked closely with BAM to

          8  create something that the neighborhood will like and

          9  that will be aesthetically pleasing to the eye.

         10                 That's all we can say. We'd be happy

         11  to answer any questions the Committee may have.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you.

         13                 Council Member Letitia James is in

         14  support of the project and the community board,

         15  Community Board 2 voted unanimously in favor of.

         16                 Any questions from Committee members?

         17  And we've also been joined by Council Member Larry

         18  Seabrook.

         19                 No questions? Thank you, sir.

         20                 MR. PALATNIK: Thank you for your

         21  time.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: If there's no one

         23  signed up to speak on this public hearing item, I

         24  will close the public hearing, okay? And we will

         25  move on to the next Land Use item, which is Land Use
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          2  number 465. C0400043 ZMQ. Application submitted by

          3  Flushing Savings Bank for an amendment of the zoning

          4  map, establishing within an existing R2 district, A

          5  C 1-2 district, bounded by a line 100 feet northerly

          6  of Depot Road and other streets, and the applicant

          7  didn't even wait for me to say anything and they're

          8  there.

          9                 Good morning.

         10                 MR. BRAUN: Good morning.

         11                 My name is Henry Braun. I'm from

         12  Flushing Savings Bank. I'm the Senior VP in charge

         13  of operations there. With me I have Sol Korman from

         14  The Agusta Group, who is going to describe the

         15  zoning change for us.

         16                 MR. KORMAN: Good morning, Chairman

         17  Avella and members of the Council. My name is Sol

         18  Korman. I'm an engineer with The Augusta Group, and

         19  representing the bank on this application.

         20                 Basically this application is to

         21  extend an existing C 1 2 overlay over the remainder

         22  of the bank's property. The overlay covers virtually

         23  all of the bank's property, almost 95 percent of

         24  which is owned by the bank.

         25                 The overlay will allow, the extension
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          2  of the overlay will allow the bank to build an

          3  extension to their bank of approximately 18,000

          4  square foot extension, and we'll have a total of 73

          5  accessory cars, which were underneath the extension.

          6  The extension is on the second floor. And basically

          7  that's the application.

          8                 I would add that the community board

          9  voted unanimously to approve it and the Borough

         10  President approved it, and the City Planning

         11  Commission voted unanimously to approve it too. We

         12  didn't have too much problems with this.

         13                 MR. BRAUN: Just as a follow-up, the

         14  intention for use is totally by the bank. Currently

         15  we're rapidly growing and out of space all the time.

         16                 We have bank office operations in

         17  five different locations, with only ten branches, so

         18  as you can see space is tight. It will be used

         19  entirely for the bank. There is no intention

         20  whatsoever to rent or lease any of that space.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Any questions

         22  from Committee members?

         23                 Thank you, gentlemen.

         24                 MR. BRAUN: Thank you very much.

         25                 MR. KORMAN: Thank you.

                                                            10

          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: If there is no

          3  one signed up to speak on this public hearing item,

          4  I will close the public hearing on this.

          5                 We're going to take a five-minute

          6  recess because the first applicant is not here. Am I

          7  correct? Nobody is here from Park Lane Enterprises?

          8                 Okay, we will take a five-minute

          9  recess and then reconvene for a vote.

         10                 (Recess taken.)

         11                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: I'd like to

         12  reconvene the Subcommittee on Zoning And Franchises.

         13                 The applicant for Land Use No. 401

         14  C040389 ZMK, Park Lane Enterprises is not present at

         15  the public hearing.

         16                 We will lay this matter over to

         17  immediately before the Land Use Committee meeting,

         18  June 2nd, 9:15, because we do need to vote on this

         19  item. It's already been laid over once.

         20                 We just heard from Council Member

         21  John Liu, who is in favor of the Flushing Savings

         22  Bank application, so I will ask Counsel to call the

         23  vote on the two items we heard this morning, Mylaw

         24  Realty and Flushing Savings Bank. Chair recommends

         25  approval of both items.
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          2                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Avella.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Aye.

          4                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          5  Quinn.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

          7                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          8  Katz.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         10                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         11  McMahon.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         13                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         14  Seabrook.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         16                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

         17  at five in the affirmative, none in the negative and

         18  no abstentions, and referred to the full Land Use

         19  Committee.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you,

         21  everybody.

         22                 This closes this meeting of the

         23  Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises.

         24                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         25  Dilan.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

          4  at six in the affirmative, none in the negative and

          5  no abstentions, and they're referred to the full

          6  Land Use Committee.

          7                 (Hearing concluded at 10:00 a.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 31st day of May 2005.
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