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Who Teaches The Arts?

•
The Department employs 2,243 licensed arts teachers.  


Three-quarters of them hold a Master’s Degree or equivalents.


All have at least a Bachelor’s Degree with 30 credits in the arts and 12 credits in education.


1,166 of them teach visual arts.


917 of them teach music.


123 of them teach dance.


136 of the teach theater.

What Does Arts Education Cost?

•
The Department spent almost $258 million on arts education last year, or about $235 per student.

•
The Department spends $222 million annually on arts teacher salaries, and administration.  That’s about $100,000 per arts teacher.

•
The Department spends about $14.5 million annually on arts supplies, or $13.20 per student.  That’s less than 7% of the arts education budget.

Facilities For The Arts

•
This year, 152 schools have no dedicated arts teacher.  But, last year, more than 200 schools had no dedicated arts teacher.

•
More than 160 elementary schools that have more than 500 students have 1 or no arts teachers.  More than 60 of them are in Region 3.  Region 8, in contrast, has only 4 understaffed schools.

•
Over the past year or two, the Department began upgrading 64 school auditoriums.  Only 775 to go.

What The Department Doesn’t Know?

•
The Department doesn’t know how widespread shortages of arts supplies are. 

•
The Department doesn’t know whether music classes have enough instruments to go around.

•
The Department doesn’t know how many arts classrooms are staffed by visiting artists who are not necessarily trained teachers.

•
The Department doesn’t know how many teaching spaces for the arts – dance studios, music rooms, art rooms, etc. – are unusable because they are in poor condition, or because they have been taken over for other purposes.

•
The Department doesn’t know how much it would actually cost to provide excellent arts education for all students.
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