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          1  COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

          2                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: For this packed

          3  house we're going to call the Health Committee to

          4  order. And today we're going to vote on proposed

          5  Intro. 700, and this is the reworking of an oldie

          6  but a goodie, Local Law 1, from 2002, the Health

          7  Care Mobilization Act.

          8                 This is a bill which was introduced

          9  by Council Member Moskowitz, the Speaker, myself and

         10  others, and it is and was a bill that requires that

         11  whenever the City of New York interacts with

         12  individuals, delivers a service to a New Yorker,

         13  that they give that New Yorker a pamphlet which

         14  outlines the public health insurance programs which

         15  exist in the City.

         16                 The idea of local law, a Public

         17  Health Mobilization Act, when we first passed it,

         18  was to try to take these opportunities when New

         19  Yorkers interact with government. When a taxi driver

         20  goes to the TLC to get his license, to have that

         21  individual be given information about the public

         22  health insurance programs to increase the

         23  information about them out there and therefore to

         24  increase the number of New Yorkers that are

         25  participating in them.
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          2                 When we first wrote the bill, there

          3  wasn't a massive amount of love about it from the

          4  Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. So, as a

          5  compromise, we said we'll put a sunset provision in.

          6  And if for some reason it's the bureaucratic

          7  nightmare you fear it's going to be, though why

          8  would it be, we won't do it again. It's worked out,

          9  of course, effortlessly, DOH developed the pamphlet,

         10  City agencies are giving it out and there's been no

         11  problem and it's helped get word out there about

         12  Child Health Plus and Family Health Plus.

         13                 So, today with the support of the

         14  Administration we're passing Intro. 700 which just

         15  makes this, the Health Care Mobilization Act,

         16  permanent, and makes it so that there will be no

         17  more sunset and that whenever there is interaction

         18  between a City agency and a New Yorker, they will

         19  get this information.

         20                 So, for example, when somebody may

         21  say call up and get their birth certificate, they'll

         22  also get information about health programs that they

         23  could use or others they know might be able to use.

         24                 So, that said, we had one hearing on

         25  this where the only testimony was a statement in
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          2  support from the Administration.

          3                 So, unless there's any questions, I

          4  think we'll have the clerk call the roll.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Introduction 700.

          6                 Council Member Quinn.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: I vote aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Madam Chair,

         10  may I please be excused to explain my vote?

         11                 I want to just thank you for your

         12  vigilance on this issue. The Health Care imperatives

         13  in our City are tremendous, and to the extent that

         14  we can come to the meeting of the minds with the

         15  Administration on being able to educate and inform

         16  the public about how they can access health care

         17  insurance, we're doing a real service to the people

         18  of the City of New York.

         19                 Right now I think when we look at

         20  health care overall, the challenge, this whole

         21  Medicaid D issue that our seniors are being faced

         22  with, is just really compounding in trying to get

         23  their pharmaceuticals. It's really just compounding

         24  our effort at the community-based level to really

         25  make sure that folks are getting an apprehensive
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          2  health care plan that will meet the needs of their

          3  families.

          4                 I think we go a long way by extending

          5  ourselves here in this municipality, and I wanted to

          6  thank you once again for your vigilance and vote

          7  aye.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of four in

         14  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

         15  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         16                 Council Members, please sign the

         17  Committee report.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: And this hearing

         19  is adjourned.

         20                 (Hearing concluded at 11:35 a.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 30th day of November 2005.
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