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Int. No. 906:


By Council Members Michels, Clarke, Eisland, Freed, Henry, Linares, Marshall, Miller, Nelson, Perkins and Quinn; also Council Members Foster, Harrison, Leffler, McCaffrey, Pinkett and Robinson

Title: 



To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to prohibiting unreasonable noise near nursing homes.

Administrative Code:
Amends section 24-203 by adding a new subdivision ddd and amends section 24‑228.
Analysis of Int. No. 906
Section one of Int. No. 906, amends section 24-203 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York, by adding a new subdivision (ddd) which defines “nursing homes,” the general definition of the Noise Control Code.

New subdivision (ddd) defines nursing homes as “a facility providing nursing care to sick, invalid, infirm, disabled or convalescent persons in addition to lodging and board or health-related service, or any combination of the foregoing, and in addition, providing nursing care and health-related service, or either of them, to persons who are not occupants of the facility.” This definition comes from New York State Public Health Law §2801.

Section two of Int. No. 906 amends the title of section 24-228 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York, by relocating the word  “hospitals” and adding the words “and nursing homes” to the title. The title would then read “Schools, courts, hospitals and nursing homes,” in order to be more uniform regarding the structure of the section and to reflect the inclusion of nursing homes in coverage of the section. 

Section 24-228 states that “[n]o person shall cause or permit the creation of any unreasonable noise
 through the use of any device on any street adjacent to any school or court while the same is in session, or adjacent to any hospital.” Int. No. 906 would add “or nursing home” at the end of that section in order to apply this standard of conduct with respect to nursing homes. 

It is only logical that nursing homes should have the same protection from excessive noise as hospitals.  Nowadays, in fact, many nursing home residents can be as ill as hospital patients.  Nursing homes often receive patients who are discharged directly from hospitals, and they may provide sub-acute care services such as IV infusions of medications, respiratory care and intensive rehabilitation.  Excessive noise interferes with this care and creates confusion, especially for mentally impaired individuals.  But whether ill or well, elderly residents of nursing homes are entitled to and expect a decent quality of life.  Int. No. 906 would give the New York City Department of Environmental Protection and other city officials and agencies the legal tools to help ensure that residents of nursing homes at least would be able to live their lives without being disturbed by loud, disruptive noise.  

Section three of the bill states that Int. No. 906 would become effective immediately upon enactment. 

Technical Amendment


In section 2 of Int. No. 906, the word “hospitals” was struck through. Instead, “hospitals” should be bracketed in order for the title to read “Schools, courts, hospitals and nursing homes.”

� §24-203 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York defines “unreasonable noise” as “…any excessive or unusually loud sound that disturbs the peace, comfort or repose of a reasonable person of normal sensitivities or injures or endangers the health or safety of a reasonable person of normal sensitivities, or which causes injury to plant or animal life, or damage to property or business.
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