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          2                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Will the meeting

          3  come to order, please. Good afternoon, ladies and

          4  gentlemen. I am Councilman Wendell Foster, and other

          5  Council members will be joining us shortly.

          6                 Welcome to the Parks Committee

          7  hearing.

          8                 Today's hearing of the Committee on

          9  Parks, Recreation, Cultural Affairs and

         10  International Intergroup Relations will consider two

         11  proposed local laws to name a street and a corner in

         12  honor of an individual and a group that have

         13  contributed greatly to the quality of life in our

         14  communities.

         15                 Intro. 894, by Council Members

         16  Golden, Berman, Clarke and Marshall; also Council

         17  Members Dear, Fisher, Koslowitz, Nelson, O'Donovan

         18  and Abel. The Guild for Exceptional Children Way,

         19  Borough of Brooklyn.

         20                 Intro. Number 914, by Council Members

         21  Oddo and Abel; also Council Member O'Donovan.

         22  Correction Officer George Motchan Corner, Borough of

         23  Staten Island.

         24                 The Guild for Exceptional Children

         25  has provided housing and quality service to
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          2  development for disabled individuals in our City for

          3  many years.

          4                 Correction Officer George Motchan

          5  served the Department of Correction for many years

          6  and made sacrifices in the line of duty.

          7                 We will begin with Mr. Golden with

          8  Intro. 894. Would you please tell us what we are

          9  here for.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER:  Before you do

         12  that, excuse my manners, will you?

         13                 To my left is Council Member Golden,

         14  who was about to speak and was rudely interrupted,

         15  and I apologize.

         16                 Council Member Provenzano from the

         17  Bronx. Mr. Golden is from Brooklyn. Mr. Oddo is from

         18  -- what borough are you from?

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Staten Island

         20  and Brooklyn.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: That's why I

         22  asked. Staten Island and Brooklyn.

         23                 Council Member Rivera from the Bronx,

         24  and Council Member Robinson from Brooklyn, and

         25  walking around is our general practotem, Frank
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          2  Neely. And back here is Frank Neely's bodyguard, and

          3  security blanket. God bless you.

          4                 All right, Mr. Golden.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Thank you, Mr.

          6  Chairman.

          7                 As usual, you do an outstanding job.

          8  I would like to commend you for your great work and

          9  your great effort.  Over the years that I've had to

         10  work with you, as I said in the beginning, you do a

         11  great job and you're a leader amongst leaders in

         12  this City Council, and I want to thank you, Mr.

         13  Foster, Mr. Chairman.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: I want to make

         15  sure they recorded that, otherwise we'll have you

         16  say it all over again.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Mr. Chairman,

         19  I'd like to introduce to you the Guild for

         20  Exceptional Children. This is a group of people that

         21  have dedicated to our community, dedicated to the

         22  lives of many families of developmentally disabled

         23  children that have grown into young adults and are

         24  placed throughout our community in many, many homes,

         25  and when I say many homes, 21 homes I guess -- how
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          2  many homes?

          3                 PARTICIPANT: Eleven.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Eleven. See,

          5  I'm way ahead of myself here. That's next year.

          6                 But 11 homes, and they started

          7  building in I guess 1958, and you started -- was the

          8  first year that you started with, I guess at that

          9  time it was Senator Conklin from the Bay Ridge,

         10  Dyker Heights area, and they've worked with hundreds

         11  of families over the years with an annual budget of

         12  $10 million, and they've been a God send to our

         13  community, in being able to open up a home, I guess

         14  about five homes in the past ten years that we've

         15  been able to see that the Guild for Exceptional

         16  Children has done.

         17                 And you know how much it is for a

         18  family that does have a developmentally disabled

         19  child born into their home and brothers and sisters,

         20  and the stress and the strain it's placed on the

         21  family and on the individual child that's disabled,

         22  and the Guild for Exceptional Children has given an

         23  opportunity not just for the children but for the

         24  families to live the quality of life that they

         25  deserve and that the child deserves and they've done
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          2  a great job. And today these children have grown

          3  into young adults, as I have said in my beginning,

          4  and the Guild for Exceptional Children goes on to

          5  bring these young adults into full adults and many

          6  of them live in many of these homes now, 40, 50,

          7  some of them 60 years of age, that have started out

          8  in the Guild for Exceptional Children some 30 years

          9  ago.

         10                 So, I'd like to introduce to you the

         11  Chairman and the head of the Board of Directors here

         12  today to go over some of their history of the Guild

         13  for Exceptional Children, and I ask you and my

         14  colleagues to vote in favor of this bill today

         15  naming Guild for Exceptional Way on 68th Street

         16  between Ridge Boulevard and Third Avenue.

         17                 Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Is it Casone or

         19  Casoney? And Barry Cohen.

         20                 Is there anyone else to testify? All

         21  right, anyone desirous to testify, and just fill out

         22  one of the cards here and give them to the Sergeant.

         23                 Thank you for coming.

         24                 Jeannette, did I say that right?

         25  Please identify yourself for the record. You are
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          2  being recorded.

          3                 MS: Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman, and

          4  members of the Subcommittee. My name is Jeannette

          5  Casone. I am the President of the Guild for

          6  Exceptional Children.

          7                 The Guild for Exceptional Children

          8  you might say was born, actually in 1958 by a group

          9  of parents, seven to be exact, who had

         10  developmentally disabled children, and there were no

         11  real programs for these children at that time so

         12  that they could live a life of doing something and

         13  being proud of themselves and the families being so

         14  proud of them, too.

         15                 The Guild has been a pulse, a part of

         16  the pulse of Bay Ridge since 1958. The community has

         17  been very supportive over the years, and has helped

         18  us to realize our primary goal of integrating

         19  residences of our group homes into the community

         20  going back to 1970, when our first home opened in

         21  Bay Ridge on 67th Street.

         22                 I am the parent of a mentally ill

         23  retarded child also, who is a young adult now and is

         24  living in the group home on 67th Street. It was

         25  something that helped me and my family very much,
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          2  because my husband, a retired policeman, passed away

          3  almost 11 years ago, and it would have been most

          4  difficult to be able to give this child the

          5  attention that he needed to develop into the person

          6  he wanted to be.

          7                 Along with the almost 700 consumers

          8  who come to the Guild on a daily basis to receive

          9  services or attend programs, more than 100 reside in

         10  group homes and apartments.

         11                 A large number of staff reside in the

         12  area, and we have a policy to support local vendors.

         13  The Guild is active in local community

         14  organizations, including the merchants of Third

         15  Avenue, Fifth Avenue Board of Trade, Raggamuffin,

         16  Incorporated, Bay Ridge Community Council, Bay Ridge

         17  Professional Women, Festival of the Arts, Third

         18  Avenue and Fifth Avenue Festivals and more. They

         19  have been most supportive of the Guild, without

         20  their help would not have been able to develop to

         21  what we are today.

         22                 And over the years we have honored

         23  Community Planning Board 10, Bay Ridge Community

         24  Council, Merchants of Third Avenue, and our

         25  Honorable Marty Golden, who has been a God send to
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          2  the Guild and to the community.

          3                 We are grateful to Councilman Golden

          4  for recommending the special street designation and

          5  the Community Board 10 for voting unanimously in

          6  favor of it. We trust we will be worthy of this

          7  honor in many years to come.

          8                 I thank you for allowing me to

          9  testify today.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you for

         11  your courageous testimony.

         12                 Mr. Cohen, identify yourself for the

         13  record, please.

         14                 Oh, excuse me, were there any

         15  questions for the record? Let them both finish.

         16                 Just go on.

         17                 Just one minute, please. For fear if

         18  some of the Council members have to leave, as

         19  Chairman I'm going to ask that we vote aye on both

         20  bills, and I see no reason for any dissent in that

         21  regard, so I'm going to call for the vote even

         22  before the testimony for fear if someone may have to

         23  leave. Is that all right?

         24                 PARTICIPANT: Yes.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you.
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          2                 Roll call.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Aye on both.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Robinson.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Linares.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote stands at

         16  five in the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         17  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you very

         19  much.

         20                 You see, you got what you came for,

         21  even before you had a chance to speak.

         22                 All right, now, Mr. Cohen, would you

         23  please?

         24                 Thank you very much, Council members.

         25                 MS. CASONE: We thank you so much. It

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            12

          1  COMMITTEE ON PARKS, RECREATION, CULTURAL AFFAIRS

          2  is certainly a great honor. Those of us who have

          3  been here since the beginning never realized that we

          4  would accomplish what we did, speaking as a parent

          5  and for the rest of the parents.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Well, let me say

          7  this: The empathy and love that you exhibited, not

          8  only in your voice, but in your general confidence,

          9  would convince me to vote any way you want me to.

         10                 MS. CASONE: Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: God bless you.

         12                 MS. CASONE: Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Having said that,

         14  Mr. Clerk, you did call my name, right?

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yes.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Mr. Neely did not

         17  hear you call my name. For the record, would you

         18  call my name again so Mr. Neely will be convinced

         19  that you did call it?

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Aye. Okay?

         22                 All right, Mr. Cohen.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN:

         24  Congratulations.

         25                 MR. COHEN: No, I think Mrs. Casone
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          2  did a great job in mentioning all of these -- the

          3  same thing I would say about Councilman Golden, and

          4  the community that we're located has been a most

          5  supportive community. I've only been with the Guild

          6  for the past 20 years, which seems to be, it's about

          7  a third of my lifetime, and has been really a great

          8  experience, thanks to people like Mr. Golden and

          9  other legislators and community leaders who make our

         10  job a lot easier.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you very

         13  much, sir.

         14                 Mr. Oddo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Mr. Chairman,

         16  thank you very much. As my distinguished learned

         17  elder colleague Martin Golden said, thank you for

         18  the wonderful job that you do, Mr. Chairman, and

         19  thank you for allowing this bill to, if I may say

         20  off the record, jump the line a little bit.

         21                 We, or you in this Committee, and we

         22  in the Council, passed a name changes, to honor

         23  individuals who were heroes, and those individuals

         24  are heroes because they give of their time and their

         25  energy and their expertise. Some, unfortunately,
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          2  give up their live.

          3                 Correction Officer George Motchan was

          4  one of those people who actually gave his life for

          5  the City, and if I could read to you very briefly

          6  just some of the history, the incident that took his

          7  life, and why we're honoring him today.

          8                 It was back in 1975, September 9th,

          9  it was shortly after 9:00 a.m. where Officer Motchan

         10  and another Correction's Officer, Joseph Connors,

         11  escorted an inmate to the Kings County Hospital

         12  Dental Clinic from the Brooklyn House of Detention.

         13                 The individual was detained on a

         14  robbery and murder charges and was actually

         15  handcuffed to Officer Motchan, and for that very

         16  reason he was not carrying a firearm. As back-up

         17  Officer, Correction Officer Connors, was armed.

         18                 About 10:00 a.m., the inmate asked if

         19  he could use the bathroom where by prearrangement a

         20  girlfriend had hidden a gun behind the commode. On

         21  seeing the prisoner emerge from the stall with a

         22  weapon, Motchan turned around and shouted to his

         23  partner, Correction Officer Connors, standing

         24  outside the bathroom door, watch out, he's got a

         25  gun. As Motchan uttered the warning he was shot by

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            15

          1  COMMITTEE ON PARKS, RECREATION, CULTURAL AFFAIRS

          2  the detainee who rushed into the crowded waiting

          3  room with the gun blazing.

          4                 For fear of hitting bystandards,

          5  Connors dared not shoot, but placed himself in the

          6  line of fire to protect others. The inmate wounded

          7  Officer Connors and a female patient before fleeing

          8  in the waiting car, seriously wounded Connors

          9  survived his injuries but prevented his continuing

         10  in the Office of -- in the service of the Correction

         11  Department.

         12                 Six days later they found the

         13  assailant, but six days later Officer Motchan died

         14  at Kings County Hospital. He left behind a wife and

         15  children and one grandchild.

         16                 One of the things in reading about

         17  Officer Motchan that struck home with me, he, like

         18  many others after him, moved to Staten Island right

         19  after the Verranzano Bridge was built, and

         20  apparently he took to gardening and became a sort of

         21  a Mr. Fix It, and when many people moved on the

         22  block, he moved actually into the first house, when

         23  many other people moved to Staten Island and needed

         24  a hand he was there.

         25                 The particular intersection that
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          2  we're renaming was the site, or the scene back in

          3  1975, and then Mayor Beame, in an honor guard of 600

          4  Correction Officers gathered back on September 19th,

          5  '75 near St. Rita's Church, where there was a mass

          6  in his honor, and some of his family members still

          7  live in the vicinity.

          8                 And I just want to thank you, Mr.

          9  Chairman, for allowing this bill to come to a vote,

         10  and allowing us to take a moment to thank

         11  Corrections Officers who sometimes go overlooked in

         12  this City for the wonderful job that they do. And in

         13  honoring Officer Motchan, I think we honor all

         14  Corrections Officers who have since retired and who

         15  are on the job today, and I thank you for that.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you very

         17  much.

         18                 Mr. William Kwasnicki. Did I say that

         19  correctly?

         20                 MR. KWASNICKI: Kwasnicki.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Kwasnicki.

         22                 Thank you very much, sir.

         23                 Identify yourself for the record,

         24  please, and begin your testimony.

         25                 MR. KWASNICKI: Is this on?
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Yes.

          3                 MR. KWASNICKI: Ladies and gentlemen

          4  of the Committee, I want to thank you for inviting

          5  me to testify in support of the proposal to rename

          6  the corner of Bradley Avenue and Westward Avenue in

          7  Staten Island "New York City Correction Officer

          8  George Motchan Corner" in honor of the late New York

          9  City Correction Officer George Motchan.

         10                 I am both sad and proud to be making

         11  these remarks: proud because Officer Motchan

         12  exemplified what every New York City Correction

         13  Officer is or would like to be: responsible, caring

         14  and hard-working. Sad because he was brutally

         15  murdered in the line of duty and because I never had

         16  a chance to work with him.

         17                 I am also sad because there is no

         18  memorial visible to the general public in the City

         19  of New York that commemorates his heroism. However,

         20  lack of recognition is not unusual for New York City

         21  Correction Officers.

         22                 Unlike Police Officers and

         23  Firefighters, we perform our never-ending public

         24  safety tasks behind prison walls in areas not

         25  accessible to the public.
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          2                 Officer Motchan was murdered on

          3  September 9, 1975 after he and his partner, New York

          4  City Correction Officer Joseph Connors, had escorted

          5  a dangerous inmate from the Brooklyn House of

          6  Detention to Kings County Hospital so that the

          7  inmate's teeth could be cared for.

          8                 The inmate, Joseph James, was being

          9  held without bail on charges of robbery and

         10  murdering Abraham Rudnick, a guard for a

         11  check-cashing service who had been killed during a

         12  $10,000 robbery.

         13                 After Officer Motchan, Officer

         14  Connors and Inmate James arrived at the hospital,

         15  Inmate James asked to be taken to the bathroom,

         16  where a conspirator had hidden a gun in a toilet

         17  stall for his use.

         18                 Because Inmate James was handcuffed

         19  to Officer Motchan, Officer Motchan took him to the

         20  bathroom, where Inmate James entered the stall.

         21  Officer Motchan was unarmed.

         22                 As Inmate James emerged from the

         23  stall with the gun in his hand, Motchan turned

         24  toward the door and shouted: "Watch out! He's got a

         25  gun!"
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          2                 James shot him in the back and then

          3  charged into the waiting room with his gun blazing.

          4  About 20 persons, including small children and their

          5  mothers, were in the waiting room.

          6                 Officer Connors was standing near the

          7  bathroom door. Before he could draw his revolver, he

          8  was shot twice, in the arm and the hip. Another shot

          9  hit a female patient in the right side. Inmate James

         10  then escaped from the hospital.

         11                 Inmate James was later recaptured,

         12  and Officer Connors and the female patient

         13  recovered, but Officer Motchan, a well-liked

         14  officer, a beloved husband and father of two

         15  children, died in the hospital one week later at age

         16  45.

         17                 Officer Motchan was a generous and

         18  helpful man. Before going shopping, he would always

         19  ask his neighbors if they needed anything at the

         20  store. He would never pass anyone who had car

         21  trouble and would drive them home if necessary.

         22                 He and his wife Dolly were members of

         23  St. Rita's Church, which is near the corner that

         24  we're asking be renamed for him. In the years prior

         25  to his death, he had seen his daughter married and
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          2  celebrated the birth of his first granddaughter, as

          3  well as his son's graduation from college. He and

          4  his wife had celebrated their 25th wedding

          5  anniversary in the month before he was shot.

          6                 On the day of his death, Officer

          7  Motchan was about to leave work and go home when

          8  another officer said he needed to take time off, so

          9  Officer Motchan, being the kind of man he was,

         10  volunteered to work for him. His first task was to

         11  help Inmate James to the hospital.

         12                 The New York City Correction

         13  Officers' Benevolent Association is very proud to

         14  have a member like Officer Motchan and is extremely

         15  sad to have lost him.

         16                 We join with his family and with

         17  Community Board 2 in urging the City Council to

         18  dedicate the corner of Bradley Avenue and Westwood

         19  Avenue "New York City Correction Officer George

         20  Motchan Corner". Thank you very much.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you for

         22  coming before us and testifying. We can see how

         23  tough it was for you to get through it, but thank

         24  God you did come, and thank God we voted in favor of

         25  this.
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          2                 It's just too bad that so many good

          3  people are taken from us, and so many bad people are

          4  left behind. But thank you very much.

          5                 MR. KWASNICKI: Thank you.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: And God bless

          7  you.

          8                 MR. KWASNICKI: Thank you, all.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you,

         10  Councilman Oddo.

         11                 There being nothing else, we stand

         12  adjourned.

         13                 (Hearing concluded at 2:05 p.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 21st day of August 2001.
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