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ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Adds a new section 16-120.2 to chapter one of title 16 of the administrative code of the city of New York. 
TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to solid waste collections.

________________________________________________________________________

INTRODUCTION


On Tuesday, June 16, 2009, the Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management, chaired by Council Member Simcha Felder, will conduct a hearing on Int. No. 600, a Local Law to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York in relation to solid waste collections.  The June 16, 2009 hearing will be the Committee’s first concerning this bill.  
BACKGROUND


The Department of Sanitation (“DOS”) does not conduct trash or recycling collections on twelve designated holidays each year.
  On such days when DOS does not conduct regularly scheduled collections, residents, building owners and building managers must store their garbage and/or recycling until DOS’s next collection.
  In order to account for the missed collections on such days – and to ensure that residents are not left with excessive amounts of garbage as a result – DOS has a policy to collect such left-over trash, known as “chasing.”
  
In implementing its chasing program, DOS lengthens collection routes, extends hours of collection service and assigns sanitation workers to work overtime or during days-off to collect the trash that is not collected due to the suspension of service.
  While DOS devotes significant energy and resources to ensure that collection in all districts is caught up within a reasonable time, questions remain about ways to improve the current program, particularly with respect to recycling.  The DOS website specifically instructs residents to hold on to recyclables until the next week’s collection, rather than placing them out for a replacement collection.
  The purpose of this hearing is to better understand the programmatic concerns associated with conducting DOS’s chasing program, to hash out the shortcomings that exist with respect to recycling, and to determine if Int. No. 600 serves to improve the current program. 
CHASING PROGRAM CHALLENGES
The task of chasing can present both logistical and financial challenges.  The DOS collection schedule is a carefully crafted scheme that takes into consideration many different factors including population density, traffic congestion, truck capacity, employee schedules and time of day.
  
In order to account for the additional collections, DOS often extends the hours of service for sanitation workers.
  This means that routes will run for longer periods of time, sometimes running into the night and creating noise during evening and nighttime hours when residents are trying to sleep.
  In addition, when DOS attempts to collect a previous day’s garbage along with regularly scheduled collections, there can be a cascading effect that risks delaying the collection of garbage and recycling in other sanitation sections.
  Finally, in more densely populated sections, sanitation trucks will fill up more quickly with the additional trash from the missed collection, and extra trucks may be needed.
  
In addition to logistics, there are financial considerations.  DOS estimates that approximately 1,595 overtime shifts are needed in order to account for one missed Monday of trash collection.
  According to DOS, based on the collective bargaining agreement between DOS and the Sanitation Workers’ Union, the majority of these shifts require DOS to pay sanitation workers double their standard hourly wages.
  DOS is also required to pay sanitation workers a premium for working into the night, at less desirable hours.
  
CURRENT SHORTCOMINGS

Despite the effort put forth by DOS to address the problems associated with chasing, questions remain about ways to improve DOS’s current program, particularly regarding recycling.  In general, DOS conducts at least two regular garbage collections in almost all sanitation districts in the City, with most Manhattan districts receiving three days of collections due to population density.
  For recycling however, every sanitation section receives just one collection per week, and DOS specifically instructs residents not to place recyclables out for collection until the following week’s collection when a collection is missed.
  Hence, while DOS is likely to catch up on regular garbage collection, particularly in Manhattan, it is less probable for DOS to catch up on missed recycling collections.  As a result, residents can be left storing a significant amount of recycling for as long as two weeks between recycling collections.  


INT. NO. 600

Int. No. 600 would amend chapter one of title 16 the Administrative Code to add a new section 16-120.2, entitled “Weekly solid waste and recycling collections.”  The first sentence of the new section would require that whenever a regularly scheduled solid waste or recycling collection is not made by DOS due to the observance of a holiday, the solid waste or recyclable material not collected because of such observance must be collected within forty-eight hours of the department’s resumption of regularly scheduled collections.  The second sentence of the new section would further require that implementing such collections not result in alterations of regularly scheduled solid waste and recycling collections, except that such collections may be made within twenty-four hours after their normally scheduled collection time.   

Int. No. 600 would take effect immediately.  
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..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to solid waste collections.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Chapter one of title 16 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 16-120.2 to read as follows:

§ 16-120.2 Weekly solid waste and recycling collections.  Whenever a regularly scheduled solid waste or recycling collection is not made by the department due to the observance of a holiday, the solid waste or recyclable material not collected because of such observance must be collected within forty-eight hours of the department resuming regularly scheduled collections. Such collection shall not result in alterations of regularly scheduled solid waste and recycling collections except that such collections may be made within twenty-four hours after their normally scheduled collection time. 

§2. This local law shall take effect immediately. 
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� New York City Department of Sanitation, “Department of Sanitation Collection & Holiday Schedule”, available at http://www.nyc.gov/html/dsny/html/collection/schedule.shtml, last visited June 15, 2009;


 DOS also suspends garbage and recycling collection on days of inclement weather that necessitate snowplowing, salting or sanding of the City’s streets.  Id. 


� Id. 


� Id. 


� Andrea Ciccone, Director, Intergovernmental Affairs, Department of Sanitation, Communication to Committee staff, June 9 & 10, 2009, on file with Committee staff. 
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� Id; Supra note 1.





PAGE  
6

_1079800928.doc
[image: image1.png]






